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PREFACE. 

jLHE coast of Antrim has long been a sub- 
ject of laudable curiosity, as it furnishes a fine 
field for geological enquiry, and presents a grand 
and novel spectacle to the eye of taste, in the wild 
sublimity of its promontories, the fantastic winding 
of its bays, and the romantic variety of its ciiffi^ 
and rocks; 

That the reader may form a general idea of 
%he topography of the coast, let him figure to his 
imagination a line extending firom Belfast to the 
mouth of the Bann, through a circuit of sixty miles, 
aud presenting some resemblance to the walls of « 
city, with all its bastions, curtains, and battlements, 
the stupendous masonry with which nature resists 
the force of a turbulent ocean. This line Js in- 
tersected by a great variety of bays, at the extre* 
fnity of each of which lies a valley, stretching in- 
to the country, generally divided by a stream of 
limpid water, and bounded by basaltic n^qup tains, 
which form the eastern and western boundaries of 
each bay. The interior of the county might also 
be characterized by its vallies running in a direc- 
tion opposite to those of the coast. Thus the val- 
ues of the Six-mile-water and Glenwbirry, are op* 
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pothe to thoK of Laroe aod Gleoarm; the rivers 
of the former basltDing to join the waters of Loagh 
Neagb, while those of the latter empty themselves 
into the sea. 

The first and most eastern valley is that of the 
Lagan, commencing at Lisbom, or Hillsboroogh, 
and extending its varied and finely cultivated fields, 
sloping to the rising son, along the mountains of 
Colliu, Devis,* the Cave-hill, Carnmoney-hill, and 
the Knockagb. In exanuaing these hills» which 
■lay be done with facility, by ascending some of the 
streams which ran through their lateral vallies, par* 

.ticalarly those of the riven Collin, Forth and Wood- 
burn, the geologist will find that they rest on a base of 
variegated saod-^tone, dipping to the west* At least 
this is the lowest stratum which can be traced on the 
beach, at Bingin pointf, and along the roots of the 
Cave hilL This stratum probably reposes on yellow 
magnesian limestone, similar to that which emerges 
on the Holywood shore ; — the limestone on grey- 

. wacke, and tl^e grey-wacke on schist or granite, and 
thijf, whether on an elephant, or a tortoise, I shall leave 
to more profound mineralogists to discover. A fine 
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*Devis it 1400 feet high; the Cave-hill^ at its greatedt 
elevation, 1 140 ; at M'Art's fort, 1 100 ; Cammoncy hill, 790 ; 
and the Knockagh, 903. 

See Fascicukii fourth of the Belfast Uteraiy Society, by 
W. Bruce, DJ). 

f The sand stone here contains clay galls ; a circumstance 
which* independent of its softness, would render it unfit for 
tlie purpokcs of architecture, as Ae galls drop out, and leave 
the stoqe full of caritics. 

Se^ Jameson's Geognosy. 
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section of this sand'Stone may be seen at Mace* 
don point, arranged in many-coloured stripes, and 
cut by vertical yeins of an unctuops argillaceoos sub- 
stance, resembling fuller^s earth. 

Extensive beds of clay, commonly of a red, some- 
times of ia deep blue colour, and spotted, occur in the 
Tallies of the Forth and Woodburn, and on the shores 
of Carrickfergns, where it has such tenacity that it is 
converted into bricks* In general, however, it con- 
tains too large a portion of silicious matter to admit 
this change. It is intersected by gypsum in veins 
which may vary from half an inch to two feet in 
thickness, and in such quantity that it is raised for 
exportation. The gypsum is fibrous in its structure, 
and in colour white, yellow, and reddish, also transpa* 
rent and silky. Dr. M'Donnell, a name not to be 
mentioned without praise for the ardour of his mine- 
ralogical researches, has observed that the fibres are 
always perpendicular to the plane 'of the hori- 
zon, that the crystallisation has commenced from the 
sides of the vein in which it was formed, its ei^tent on 
each side being distinctly marked by a line of separa- 
tion, and that wbere two veins meet, they do not cut, 
but are melted into each other, from which circum- 
stance it is inferred that they are of coeval formation.* 



* Rock nit is often found accompanying thit formation, but 
I do not find that it hat been diicovered in the county of An- 
trim, though the strongest salt spring in Ireland, is in the es* 
tate of Noah Dalway, esq. near Carrickfergus. 

" The selenite of Mount Matre, near Paris, is divided into 
beautiful columns, like basalt ; these have five, six, or seven 
sides, and are from one to tvfo feet in diameter. It is also 
characterized by its containing petrefactions of quadrupeds 
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The clay stratom is OTerlaid by a thin layer of bi- 
tuminous schist, and Ibis by a blue limestone contain- 
ing the star stone, or Tertebras pentacrinites, the cor- 
nu amroonis, and anomia gryphus. To this succeeds 
a stratum of arenaceous limestone^ often of a green 
hue, known in this district by the very appropriate 
name of mulatto, from its mixed nature, and the dif^ 
ference of its colour from the snow-white limestone 
by which it is covered. This stratum abounds in 
quartzy pebbles, and organic remains, particularly 
belemnites*, pectenites, echini, ostracites, cardia, the 
anomia gryphus, and a substance resembling gyp- 



Snd birds ; which latter have been hitherto found only in this 
formation.** 

Jameson't Geognosy. 

* The belemnite and echinus are often found in flint. IThe 
former when found either in Ihnestone or mulatto, is generally 
of a yellow, calcareous, 9parry texture on the outside, the cen- 
ter being of th<f same substance a* that in iHiich it is embedded. 
From some specimens of the echinus which I br«ke, it appears 
that they are a solid mass of the same material as that in whic^ 
they lie, and contain no central crystallication ; but the place 
of the shdl, in flinty is marked by a very thin sparry in- 
tnistation. In die mulatto the shell is very distinctly preserved ; 
it has become of a sparry texture ; is much thicker than that 
of the urchin, now found in on^ seas; has no appearance of an 
opening having ever been at the top, but of two small orifi- 
ces near each longitudinal extremity oi the base, by which 
the matter was injected. St. Pierre in his IVth Study of Na- 
ture, observes, ** that many of the cornua ammonis, and sin- 
gle-shelled fossils, whK'h, from their form, have resisted the 
pressure of the grouifd, have not ejected th^ animal matter, 
but exhibit it within them under the form of crystal*, whereat 
the two^helled are totally destitute of it.** Tne observation 
will apply sometimes to the comu ammonis, not to the echi- 
nus, as far as my observation extends.... To the above list add 
the Mytilus crutagaWj the dentalium, arco, teUina, and lerpu- 
U, found in Collin glen, by Mr. Templetoa. 
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suni} which some suppose to be the pinna marina, so 
closely conglomerated, and united by the arenaceous 
paste, that they seem> in some places, to compose 
almost the whole mass. 

Above the Mulatto lies a very thick stratum of 
white limestone, one of the purest carbonatesof lime, 
also containing belemnites in abundance, cardiamore 
rarely, with flints ranged in horizontal lines, and often, 
where it is traversed by a dyke, exhibiting a granular 
structure, like marble. The horizontal lines of its stra- 
tification being cut by vertical Assures, it has frequent- 
ly the appearance of huge quadrangular blocks, artifi- 
cially built on each other. Its snowy whiteness is 
strikingly and agreeably opposed to the dark basaltic 
precipices which rise magnificently above it, or share 
with it alternate possession of the beach ; and while it 
gives a clearness to the water, and a cheerfulness to 
the scene, affords a new instance of the beauty and 
harmony which nature produces by contrast« 

One of the most remarkable appearances which 
will next arrest the observer's attention, is the uncon* 
solidated stratum of mingled flints, limestone, and de- 
composed basalt, which immediately succeeds. The 
limestone is reddish, as if tinged by the oxydated iroa 
of the basalt, the basalt friable as an earthy mould, 
and the flints shivery, as if they had undergohe the 
action of intense heat. The flints, witich lie in great- 
est number on the limestone, vary in colour from a 
light pink to a rosy red, and contain cavities with a 
yellow impalpable powder, or minute crystals. They 
are often striped, as if formed by successive deposi* 
tions, and exhibit manifest traces of corals, madre- 
pores, and other marine exuviae, which are supposed 

2 
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to have supplied the silicious matter, or to have serred 
as its focus of attraction. 

Overtopping all is the great stratification of trap, 
with its subordinate divisions of green stone^ porphy- 
ry-slate, trap-tuf!a, and amygdaloid. The solid trap 
and the amygdaloid alternate, as may be distinctly 
seen at the Knockagh, the former showing traces of 
incipient columnarity, the latter less rent into fissures, 
often Very friable, and indented at its junction with 
the trap, thickly studded with zeolite, and of a dark 
grey, brown, or reddish colour. It would require fre- 
quent minute examinations to ascertain the order in 
which the diilerent numerous strata of this formation 
succeed each other. There is also a stratum of an a« 
cherous vermilion red substance, which may be seen at 
the base of the precipice of the Cave-hill, but in much 
greater beauty and extent at Murlogh, and the Giants* 
Causeway. The porphyry slate, which may be easily 
distinguished by its slaty fracture, is ornamented with 
small topaz-coloured crystals of chrysolite or olivin. 
Small brilliant crystals like sapphires, and opake crys- 
tals of shorl, are found in some varieties of the trap ; 
that of Fairhead, which is so coarse as to resemble 
granite, contains augite. The vesicles of the amyg- 
daloid,* are almond-shaped, tubular, quadrangular, 
and a series of them is often connected together* They 



• This substance derives its name from the Greek auvy 
ixX»g an almond, on account of its almond-shaped cavities. 
These cavities vary from a line to an inch and a half, perhaps 
two inches in diameter. One of the finest specimens which I 
have seen was bought from one of the guides at the Giants* 
Causeway, by Dr. Ogilby. It is completely detached from 
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are supposed to have been formed by air bubbles du* 
ring the deposition of the strata, and to have been af- 
terwards filled or lined by percolation, with the raat« 
ter by which they are now occupied. This is stea- 
tites, calcareous spar, calcedony, opal or zeolite. I'he 
last is very prevalent ; it is sometimes cubical, often 
stelliform, and in the beauty, delicacy, and arrange* 
ment of its crystals, vies with the thistle's down. 

As the characters of basaltic, or whin-stone moun- 
tains, the flcetz trap formation of Werner, are too ob- 
vious to be mistaken, the description of one may serve 
for the whole. On one side they generally present a 
steep precipice, and on the other fall away with a gra- 
dual slope. They are flat at the summit, whence they 
are denominated tabular, and in the bold outline of 
their profile, have the appearance of gigantic stairs, 
whence their German name of trap. 

To the valley of the Lagan succeed the vales of 
Gleno and Glynn ; the former, so named from its cir- 
cular shape, contains a beautiful water-fall, bleach- 
fields, and a very small village, situated so close to 
the bottom of the hill, that it is not observed by 
the traveller from the south, till he is immediately 
above it. On the beach near Glynn, the anomia 
gryphus, and the vertebrae pentacrinites, are found in 
abundance in a blue lime. To the N. W. stand the 
lofty and precipitous cliffii of Agnew's hill, said to be 
the loftiest hill in the county^ and the village of 



every past of the parent rock, and forms a small brown box, 
which, when opened, displavs a most beautiful crystallization. 
Dr. Ogilby has the merit of being the first discoverer of Strqs^j 
tian earth at Port na Spania, 
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Lame, at the distance of four miles east from it, in the 
valley beneath. £. of the bay of Larne, lies the penin* 
sula of Magee, distinguished by the long mural preci- 
pices of the Gobbins, which may vary from 200 to 2S0 
feet in height. The limestone which disappears at 
the t:ommencement of this precipice, again becomes 
visible at its termination at Port Muck. We find it 
again on the shores of Lame, but it is lost at the Black 
cave. The next prominent object of attention is the 
promontory of Ballygelly, three miles distant from 
Larne.* Here masses of irregularly prismatic basalt, 
and a range of gigantic pillars are first observed. 

The characteristic conformation of basaltic coun- 
tries prevails in the glens of Glenarm, Glenclye, Car- 
nalloch, and GlenarifK The channel of Glenarm riv- 
er running over a bed of whin, abounds in cavities 
which vary in diameter from a few inches to several 
feet; a fact, which, as I have not seen it mentioned 
before, I have now deemed not unworthy of notice. 
These cavities are generally spherical, and shaped like 
the concavity of a pot, though they sometimes assume 
an elliptical form, as if two of them were united into 
one. They do not appear to have been formed by the 
fall of water, for they occur in a smooth bed of rock 
where there is no fall. Dr. M'Donnell ingeniously 
conjectures, from my description, that they may have 
been formed by the wearing out of the globular con- 



* An unsuccessful attempt was made many years ago to 
discover coals at the Bank-heads, near Larne— Phosphores- 
cent «and-stone is found in the parish of Cairn castle, axiid some 
indications of a lead vein have lately presented themselves iu 

Island Magee For a more minute account of Lame, Bal« 

ly^elly, &c. consult the notes. 



cretions, with which trap is known to abound. It i» 
tbas that Nature lodges the seeds of dissolution io her 
most durable forms* 

The shores of Glenarm are composed of white 
limestooe split into numerous fiwures, and intersected 
on the beach by several massy dykes. One of these 
dykes Boeasures 26 feet in width, and presents the sin- 
gular appearance of granular limestone, inserted in a 
wedge-lLke form, in the center of its surface. 

At the distance of five miles from Glenarm, rises 
the sharp promontory of Garron point, exhibiting a 
beautifully diversified trapose outline, and projecting 
far into the sea, on a limestone base which has been 
wrought into caverns by the surge. Beyond this, and 
the romantic vale of Glenariff, on the western shores 
of Cushendall bay, we meet with a series of new ma- 
terials, a red sand-stone, in beds five or six feet thick, 
dipping to the east at a high angle ; porphyry in un- 
conformable strata, of a yellowish and blueish exter- 
nal surface, containing veins of jasper; and a curious 
breccia, or pudding-stone consisting of rounded peb- 
bles of quartz imbedded in a red sand-stone cement. 

The caverned rock on which Red Bay castle stands, 
and the grotesque caves of Cusbendun, are formed of 
this material. Here also are several dykes; one cros- 
ses the road on the west side of Red Bay, and may be 
30 or 40 feet wide ; the second, observable on the 
beach, is only nine inches broad, running in an irre- 
gular direction, and containing veins of calcareous 
spar, which do not extend to the adjoining beds. A 
third is four feet broad, of coarse-grained' whin, and 
apparently consisting of three vertical strata. 

In Cushleak we meet with gneiss, mica slate, and 



granite. The shores of this region are bold, bat not 
perpendicular, and they, as weQ as the netghboaring 
bills, by their roanded outline, indicate an arrange- 
ment different from that of the basaltic district A dark 
blue primary or transition limestone with veins of 
chlorite and calcareous spar, occurs at the point of 
Tor; and at Murloch the primitive strata are seen 
dipping to the N. W. in an angle of about 45^. Free- 
stone occurs here between the strata of trap. Near 
the center of the grand semicircular sweep of this 
district, stands the conical mount of Drimnakill, 
with its massy pillars pointing to the sea. The ba- 
saltic formation which is here renewed, attains its 
highest elevation atFairhead, rising in proud mag- 
nificence over alternate strata of freestone and coal, 
and thence gradually sloping down to the strand of 
Ballycastle. The limestone which had disappeared, 
rises again to claim our attention under new circum- 
stances at Kenbann. Here it is seen both above and 
below^ and imbedded in the basalt, and at Port Cairn 
it forms one side of a cave, whose other side is of 
trap. At Knocksogby and Carrie karede it is lost 
under a solid unstratified mass of trap^ but emerges at 
the high clifl& of Lirrybann, and forms a beautiful 
and diversified barrier to Ballintoy and Whitepark 
strand. Beyond this the basaltic arrangement keeps 
undivided possession of the shore for several miles* 
It attains its greatest altitude at Pleaskin, and thence 
slopes away to the Bushfoot strand, exhibiting a roost 
regular stratification of columnar, irregularly pris- 
matic, and tabular basalt. West of Dunluce cas- 
tle the limestone appears once more, forming a pre- 
cipitous shore^ and split into a variety of fantastic 
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shapes. It is lost at Portrusb, where the chert, 
petrosilex, or siiicious basalt, abounding with impres- 
sions of the cornu ammonis, many of which are pyri- 
tous, and emulate the splendour of gold, rises to puz- 
zle the geologist. The limestone emerges for the last 
time, in this extensive range of coast, at Magilligan 
strand in the county of Londonderry, a strand of great 
beauty, and of such extent, that the whole army of 
Phorcus, and all the marine deities might find it spa- 
cious enough for a review. 

Having taken this rapid view of the general fea- 
tures of the coast, let us return to the Giants' Cause- 
way, the principal object of our present attention. 

The Giants' Causeway consists of three moles, 
composed of basaltic columns, projecting into the sea 
from the middle of the semicircular bay of Port Nof- 
fer. The largest of these moles, known by the name 
of the grand Causeway, extends in a sloping direc- 
tion from the base of the cliti^ about 300 feet, when 
it immerges into the ocean. Supposing it once to 
have had a horizontal position, it has received a slight 
twistt by which the pillars, where it dips into the sea, 
have an inclination to the east, while those at the 
commencement have a small inclination to the west. 
On the east side stands the giants' loom, a colionnade, 
about 36 feet high ;* and in the opposite cliff may be 
seen a group of columns known by the name of the 
organ, to the pipes of which instrtimunt it has a stri- 
king resemblance. 



* Here aUo may be seen the giant's well, chair, and thei)* 
tre. The king and parliament too, in full divan 1 
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Each of the moles* beheld from a short distance, 
presents the appearance of a most regular pavement ; 
nor is the admiration excited by this regularity dimin« 
ished on closer inspection. It is now seen that it is 
not a superficial covering of mosaic, but a solid struc- 
ture of pillars united to pillars, close as the cells of a 
honeycomb. The pillars are formed of a remarka- 
ably fine-grained, compact basalt,* and are separa- 
ble into distinct joints or articulations, which may 
vary in length from six to twelve inches, and in 
breadth, from twelve to twenty. The upper and low« 
er extremity of each joint is concave or convex. 
The concave is indented with a groove near the cir- 
cumference, and furnished with a projection from one 
of its sides, or angles, by which it is locked so close- 
ly to the ball of its respective joint, that a separation 
is not often effected without a fracture of that pro- 
jection. The prevailing forms arc pentagonal, hexa- 
gonal, and heptagonal. Some of them on first inspec« 



^ The Wemeriant, I understaad, call it men stone. I 
must, however, be allowed to retain the name by which it has 
been so long and so universally known.... The word basalt is. 
derived by some writers from the Greek Btfo-tfn^iv, I use as a 
touch-stone ; by others, from the Hebrew Bamai, iron or Ba^ 
talf baked or burned. Pliny describes it as a rock of iron co- 
lour and hardness. "Invenit eadem ^gyptus in Ethiopia 
quem vocant basaltem, ferrei colons atqoe duritis; unde et no- 
men ei dedit.** The celebrated statue of Memnon, said to emit 
musical sounds, when struck by the first rap of the sun, was 
formed of this rock. 

It is generally described as of a greyish black colour, 
crystalline texture, compact, fine splintery, or flat conchoidal 
fracture; specific gravity, 2, 9 ; strikes fire with flint; has a 
metallic sound; affects the magnetic needle, and is fusible 
ptr se. 

See Kirwan*s Mineralogy. 
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tion might be mistaken for squares, by reason of the 
thortitess of one or two of their sides. 

Between each of the Causeways are large rounded 
masses of irregularly prismatic basalt. To the west- 
ward at Port Coot), the rock is composed of distinct 
globular concretions. These concretions may be aboiU 
a foot in diameter, though often not more than two or 
three inches, formed of concentric pellicles like an o- 
nion, and dotted with crystals of cubical iron py- 
rites. 

Of the whin dykes which abound almost every 
where on the coast, a fine specimen may be seen at 
the head of the grand Causeway,* and another at the 
Sea-gull isle. These dykes are walls of whinstone, 
trap, or prismatic basalt, varying from a few inches 
to 40 or 50 feet in breadth, penetrating to an unknown 
depth, and often attended by a softening, or an in- 
duration, and a dislocation of the strata through 
which they pass. Sometimes two of these walls or 
veins are seen running in paralld lines^ and when 
they are interrupted by a chasm or arm of the sea, 
they rise on the opposite side with the same distance 
and parallelism. Thus a continuation of the Antrim 
dykes is traced on the Scottish shores. 

Let us now attend for a moment to the general 
impression made on the miad by the contemplation of 
the sceneiy of Port NofTer. As to the Giants' Caose- 



•This dyke it 15 or 16 feet tridtf, ^d eompoMd of borK- 
tontafprisnu. The pillars on* the west side of it are borizoiH 
ta], tho8« on the east, verticaL Dykes derive their name from 
serving as fences in the North of Scotland. 

See Dr. Richardson's paper on VThin Dykei^ 

2 
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way, the first feelings of some on beholding it ar« 
those of disappointment, arising probably from their 
having formed extravagant ideas of its magnitade.'"' 
The savage grandeur of Fairbead, or of Port na ^pa« 
nia, Pleaskin, and Bengore, contemplated from the 
water, would probably reflect a more faithful imago 
of the picture in their minds. The Giants' Causeway 
Itself is comparatively small and insignificant; and it 
derives its chief importance from the surroundings 
scenery, and from association with its creative cause. 
But even the scenery of Port Naffer, especially if be- 
held on a serene day» is not of that imposing kind 
which immediately overwhelms the senses with aston* 
ishment. It is sedate and majestic, not ostentatious 
and obtrusive. Its character is to be developed not 
by a rapid glance, but attentive examination. It may 
'be compared to that species of picture named pa- 
norama, and to comprehend its beauty it must be cou< 
sidered in detail. 

Such however are far from being the feelings of 
the majority of spectators. I&any at the first glance 
are penetrated with admiration, and are ready to ex- 
claim, ** Here is the temple, and the altar of nature. 



* Those who have been accustomed to rocky and mountain- 
ous scenerv, will behold such Mcnes as the coast of Antrim af- 
fords, under very different impressions from those w^o are 
familiar only with pasture grounds and gardens. An inhabi- 
tant of the Alps would probably see but little grandeur in our 
basaltic mountains, though a Cockney who hsu never strayed 
beyond the suburb* of London would be struck with as much 
terror as Gray felt in the vale of Keswick. I have heard of a 
colonel who was so much overpowered by hi» fears qn going 
down the approach to the Giants* Causeway, that he re^uirtS 
•*i^ or three brother officers to support him! 
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ilBTified by her own ingenuity, antl executed with a 
symmelry and grace, a grandeur am) a boKlnesi 
■which Nature only couW accomplisli. Those cliffa fa- 
ced with magnificent coliimnsj ihose broken precipi- 
ces oF vermilion-coloured rock; yon iiHulnted pil- 
lars, obelisk* erected before Greece boasted ol' her ar- 
chitectural skill, or Egypt laid tlie foundation of her 
pyramids, proclaim the power and wisdom of their 
creator. This mole loo, so firmly bound and cemen- 
ted, surpnsses the harmony of art, and in stability 
and grandeur, teti all edorts of rivaUliip at defi- 
ance. It is a monument saved from the convulsion 
wLich sunk a conlinent, and produced llie disruption 
of the isles. Fur a period bevond all written records 
it has borne the fury of the w.ives and tempests, yet 
itill it is solid and unimpaired as when it was first laid, 
and it seems to claim a duration coetal with the struc- 
ture of the world," 

After examining the external appearance of ibe 
scene, the mind is natnratly prompted to enquire into 
the cause of so extraordinary a formation. The sim- 
ple inhabitants Of the coast, seeing it composed with 
such an appearance of art and regularity, and unable 
to account for it by any of the known operations of 
nature, ascribed it lo the hands of giants.* Fin Mac 



* Ocnerat V^uice;' ayt iliac tti« old name of ihe Ciantt* 
CauKiny U Clocb na Fomunic, or the iIodf of the Canhagi- 
dIuii. "Fomotsic may lignifj tea commanJet*, but ii alio 
ligaifiet a ttant, or greal permn , (torn Fa, » prince, imr, great, 

raic, nrong or mighty." ."Ii wai alw c-jlicil Binguiliir, the 

Gianli' cape, or rxther the (acted or admii^ible promontory, 
from Guliar, Gtar, Gwr, a Druid, propbcc, tacr^ adTtuiible 
penon or ihiiij', ioAfivi, B(n, a rape or hca^kad. 
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Cumhal, the great hero of Irish romance, and who, 
according to some traditions, rose to the enormous 
stature of 15 cubits, becanie the imaginary architect. 
The columnar appearance of the little island of Sta6& 
which lies nearly ip the same meridian, suggested 
the idea that it had formerly been connected to 
the shores of Port No0cr» and that the object of the 
Irish Titans, in the construction of so stupendous a 
work, was to facilitate their march to the Hebrideit, 
to chastise the inhabitants of those islands, for theif 
predatory excursions to the shores of Ireland. 

It is curious to observe how generally the belief 
in Giants has prevailed. The classical reader does 
not require to be reminded of the distinguished part 
which they act in heathen mythology. The inhabi- 
tants of Iceland ascribe the vast basaltic masses of that 
island to the same agency ; and we have only to con- 
sult the £dda to find that Giants, '' or the sons of 
frost,'' have the same important task to fill in the my- 
thology of the north, as in that of Greece. The ge- 
neral ascription of such phenomena as exceed the or-r 
dinary power of mortals, to the labour of Giants, 
shows the proneness of the human mind to theorize* 
and its willingness to adopt or invent any theory rather 
than remain in suspense. 

In Ma Geoghegan' history of Ireland written in 
French and published in Paris, M,DCC,LVIII. the 
following curious passage occurs in the first Chapter, 

" Laobaussee des Geants est-elle un ouvrage de 
Ja nature ou de Tarte? c'est une qiiestion controversee 
parmi les Scavans d'Angleterre 8c d'Irclande. Ceux 
cjui pr^tendent que c'est un cffet de la nature. 
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le prourent geometriqueoieiit : Us citent on the- 
oreme d'Enclide, raivant loquel il n'y a que troU 
figures qui puissant former une surface unie & con- 
tittue, sca¥oir, six triangles equilateraux, quatre 
quarr^s et trois bexagones. Or, disent ils, ces regies 
de I'art n'ontpointFete observes dans la chaossee de Ge- 
ants, qui estfaitesde poligonesi c6tes inegaux, quoiw 
qu' ils s'adaptept fort bien aux cdt^s opposes des pil* 
iers yoisinsy ce qui ne pent etre attribue qu'& une 
intelligence superieure: d'ailleurs, ajoutent-ils, la 
jonction des pieces qui ferment les piliers, paroit etr« 
un ouvrage de la nature : car dans toutes les autres 
coloimes tant anciennes que modeme^ lies pieces sont 
joint^s par dfiB si^rfaces planes; et on ne concoit pas 
comment rarticulation des pierres qui composent 
cette chauss^e, peqt avoii et€ faites saps une infinite 
d'outils qui nous sont iocopnus..-.«Ce raisonnement« 
quoique plausiblei n' est pas bien satisfj^isant ; car ou- 
\ tre qu' il ne suffit pas de ne pas couceyoir une chose 
pour en pouroir nier I'existence, il est certain qui 
les arts ont eu leurs revolutions, et qu'il y en a ea 
beaucoup qui ont ete en vigueur autrefois;, et qui ne 
sont pas parvenus jusqu'i nous. 

We need not wonder a^ this observation, since 
there are many even now aipong the vulgar great, as 
well as among the vulgar little, who are contented 
with the theory of the giants. Philosophers however 
have long been of a different opinion, and it now re- 
mains only ^o trace t|ie history of their enquiries* 
This task has been so fqlly and ably excuted by Kir- 
wan and Hamilton, that little more is left for me, 
than the pleasure of abridging their more detailed ^c<» 
cDunts. 



• • 
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Towanlsthe conclusion of the 17th century^ wheo 
^ a fpirit of philosophical inyestigation began to be dif> 
fined by the exertions of the Royal Society* descrip* 
lioDt were written, drawings made, and theories for- 
ined, to acconnt for the formation of so extraordinary 
a phenomenon. The descriptions and drawings were 
in general very incorrect. The wild and rugged sce- 
nery of Port NofSer was adorned with groves and hou- 
ses, by the imagination of the artist ; and a philoso- 
phical obsenrer, a Cambridge Master of arts, descri- 
bed the basaltic pillars as four-squared cylinders, with* 
<mt joints ! 

In 1740, the attention of philosophers which had 
lain dormant for nearly half a century upon this sub- 
ject, was again excited by two beautiful engravings 
of the Giants' Causeway, from paintings by Mrs. Su- 
sannah Drury, which had obtained the premium ap- 
pointed for the encouragement of arts^ in Ireland. 
Soon after this. Dr. Pococke made a tour of the coun- 
ty of Antrim, and gave a theory of basaltes, in which 
be supposes that they were formed by successive fits 
of precipitation from a watery medium, that at first 
they were erect cylinders, touching only in right lines, 
end that while they were yet in a soft state, they 
yielded to the encreasing pressure from above, and 
spread themselves out so as to fill up the vacuities, and 
thus became polygonal articulated pillars. 

The circumstance which led to a more minute in- 
vestigation of the origin of basalt, was the discovery 
of some ancient volcanoes, now extinct, in Auvergne, 
by M. Guethard, of the Royal Academy of Paris, in 
1757. Desmaretz, in 1763, travelling through the 
same country, saw a multitude of basaltic pillars, and 
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afterwards some articulated columns similar to those 
of the Giants' Causeway^ whicb^ from their eterdai 
appearance, and concomitant minerals, he pronoun- 
ced to be of volcanic origin, and supposed that gra- 
nite was the mother stone. The same opinion derived 
support from M. Raspe. in 1771 ; and in 1774« M. 
Monnet deeming it ahsurd to suppose that so regular 
a conformation could take place during a volcanic e- 
ruption. concluded that basaltes were formed in the 
bosom of the volcano where they were originally fu- 
sed. Mr. Hamilton espoused this hypothesb. and en- 
deavoured to prove that they were crystallized from 
a state of tranquil fusion by slow refrigeration in ihe 
focus of a volcano, which was rent and exposed by sub- 
sequent convulsions. 

The Neptunists were not inactive during this pe- 
riod. In 1777. the volcanic hypothesis met a formi- 
dable adversary in the celebrated Bergman. And at 
length, the arguments adduced by Neptunists and 
Volcanists seemed to balance each other so equally, 
that philosophers began to suspect that basalt might 
originate in some instances from water^ and in others 
from fire* It was reserved for Werner of Fribourg to 
give a deadly blow* to the volcanic system* Having 
observed the transition of basalt into wacken. of wack- 
en into clay, and of this clay into quartzy saod. a 
substance nevtsr suspected of having any but an aque- 
ous origin, by an easy application of the fundamental 
laws of mineralogy, inferred that basalt must also 
have been formed in the same fluid. 

•Kirwaa. 
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Br. RkbardsoB has lately disdnguished himself by 
tereral papers oo basaltic subjects, and his decided 
hostility to erery theory except his owb, which he 
has lately adTaoced. He does not, as Cu* as I knowv 
attempt aoy explanatioD ci the mode in which basal- 
tes were formed, hot ooafines himself to the general 
ftmctore ami a r r angem ent of the strata. He contends 
that all onr present strata are the oodisturbed re* 
mails of a great tract of country which has been 
swept away by tome powerful cause acting vertically 
firoa abore. The CaTe-bill, Sleimi^ Banyarenagh, 
and other basaltic mountains, are/ according to his 
conjecture, like so many rocks which have withstood 
the powerful corrosion of the force which swept away 
the surrounding and connecting materials; a corrosion 
so violent, that it not only scooped out extensive ral* 
lies* bat stripped whole mountainous districts, as that 
of the Sandy braes, which is four miles in diameter, 
of the basaltic stratification with which he supposes it 
to have been covered* What this cause was> the Doc- 
tor leaves his readers to conjecturef and he b decided 
that it was'neither fire nor water. Was the tail of 
Whiston's comet the besom of destruction with which 
our tallies were swept ? 

To enter into an examination of this hypothesis^ 
would be incompatible with the limits of aprefeice, al- 
ready so prolix. Nevertheless, it may be observed that 
if the strata, were once horizontal, some powerfiil 
cause acting from beneath, such a cause as we know 
to exist, may have caused the present dislocation: and 
the tame cause might also produce the perpendicular 
elevation of our promontories, and their disruption 
from the strata, with which they were once continuous^ 
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We know of no cause in nature acting vertically from 
above* in the manner supposed by Dr. Richardson, 
and we may €|ije8tion the philosophy of assuming new 
and unknown agencies, while those which are known 
are fully adequate to produce the efllect. That there 
is a known cause fully adequate, is obvious to all who 
have read of the effects of a volcano, not to speak of 
the more powerful and extensive influence of earth- 
quakes. If any cause had swept away a superincum* 
bent stratification, we should expect to find the debris 
along our shores, forming gentle declivities down to 
the beach, and not a continued series of stupendous 
precipices, three, four, and five hundred feet high. Or 
shall we suppose that the strata were carried in an op- 
posite direction, and that Lough Neagh was the grand 
recipient prepared by nature for absorbing the vast 
debris ? the most fiery Fluttonian could not desire a 
more sweeping fact than this. 

That a great system of disintegration has been 
carried on, and is still in progress, is sufficiently 
apparent* But we see where the debris has been 
transported, in the alluvial soil bounding the channel 
of our rivers. Playfair supposes rivers in the lapse 
of ages fully competent to produce vallies, and conse- 
quently cause a discotitinuicy of the strata. But why 
not suppose original inequalities produced by particu* 
lar deposites ; or, what is more probable, by a pertur- 
bing force from beneath ? 

** Obliquity of direction, the Dr. observes, must 
have been the result of a disturbing cause from below, 
whereas, parallelism* and a steady rectilineal course, 
distinguish the basaltic arrangement of this promonto- 
ry." (Bengore.) 

3 
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Have not the whole of the strata of the promonto- 
ry in question an oblique direction, though parallel 
with respect to each other ? But though we had Dot 
these unequivocal proofs of a disturbing cause from 
beneath, its agency, notwithstanding, might be admit- 
ted. A disturbing force does not necessarily imply 
the universal obliquity, contortion, and disrnption of 
the strata. Such a concussion as was felt by the great- 
er part of Europe, at the time of the earthquake of 
Lisbon might produce awful changes in the general 
system, might bury half a continent in the waves, and 
leave the other half without any change in the rela- 
tive position of its materials. 

From the similarity of the materials which com- 
pose Rathlin and the opposite coast of Antrim, it haa 
been conjectured that they were once united. Arid 
it is not impossible that Rathlin may have been actu- 
ally severed from Ireland, though it seems more pro- 
bable that the strata by which they were connected* 
nay, that a tract of country extending to the Hebrides^ 
and literally joining Staffa to the Giants' Causeway, 
has been engulfed in the deep. 

In the third book of the following poem and notes, 
I have attempted to give a brief description of the 
three principal theories which endeavour to account for 
the fonnation of basaltes, without having professed 
a decided Machment to any. 

On a subject in which such a diversity of opinioa 
prevails among the most distinguished philosophers, 
it is by no means easy to arrive at a determinate con- 
clusion. The favourite hypothesis of yesterday is o- 
verthrown by the newly-discovered facts of to-day. 
Tlie candid enquirer^ who has not been educated at 
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the disciple of any school, will often find his situation 
similar to that of Menippus in Lucian. The argii« 
inents brought by one class of philosophers were puc 
with such force, that he could not deny the very same 
substance to be warm, which others, by arguments 
equally strong, demonstrated to be cold, though he 
was perfectly assured that it was impossible for the 
same thing to be both hot and cold at the same time* 
Now the aqueous, and now the igneous theory pre- 
vails. We must leave it to time, and the accumula- 
tion of new facts to decide between them. 

Ah amateur, like me, who has not advanced beyond 
the threshold of the temple of Geological Science, must 
beg indulgence of the reader for presuming to touch 
this subject. 

** Into the hell of hells I have presumed, 
A saatJ guest, and breashed infernal air.** 

There is more reason for this apologyi as the subject 
is already in the hands of one fully qualified to do it 
justice. From Dr. MacDounell, the zealous friend 
and encourager of genius in all its departments, and 
to whose liberal communications I have been fre- 
quently and largely indebted, the world may soon ex- 
pect a detailed and satisfactory account of the miners 
alogy of the county of Antrim. 

From my esteenied friend, Mr. S. Bryson, I have 
received roost of the derivations of the* Irish names 
which occur in the notes. 

Mount Colljfer, Nov. 1811, 



ERRATA. 

Page SO, line 10, for new-bom, read new-fonnecL— « 
page 97, Line 9, for entwine read untwine— «1 39, line 3 from 
the bottom, for lime* stone, read sand-stone— -see the prefaca 
for a more minute account of the strata of this hill. — 144, 
). 5, for quarts, read calcareous spar— -169, L 16 from the bot- 
tom, for exaggeration, read aggravation. — Besides these, there 
are several typographical errors which the reader may easily 
detect and rectify. 

POEMS BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

Tlie Battlc Of TaAr^LCAa, a poem in two books, price 
5s. British. 

Translation of the first Book of LucaETius into Eoglish 
verse; for character see Montlily Review, Dec. 1809. price 5t. 

Printed for Longman, &c. London ; Doio and Steven- 
son, Edinburgh; and Aacuia and Ward, Belfast. 
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BOOK FIRST. 



m 

OOME lonely Genius of my natal shore* 
From cave or bower* wild glen, or mountain hoar; 
And while by ocean's rugged bounds I muse* 
Thy solemn influence o'er my soul diffuse : 
Whether thou wanderest o'er the craggy steep. 
Where the lorn spirits of the tempest weep* 
Or roT'st with trackless footsteps o'er the waves* 
Or wak'st the echoes of thy hundred caves | 
With joy I hail thy visionary form* 
Rough* dark;* august* and clad in night and storm : 
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To me more dear thy rocky realm by fiur. 
The clifi^ the whirlwind, and the billowy war. 
Than e'en the loveliest scenes which Flora yields. 

Her myrtle bowers, or incense-breathpg fields. 



Yet mid thy rocks might some wild flowrets bloom. 
And first for me exhale their sweet perfame. 
Yielding a chaplet to my vagrant muse. 
Blooming and pearled with fresh Parnassian dews ; 
Though tempests roared in every dark-browed cave. 
And wild beneath me burst the yawning wave. 
O'er the high steep how ardent would I rise. 
Elate with hope to seize the glorious prize ! 

I low sweet to wander here when orient day 
Tinges with roseate hue the milky spray ! 
What time the Spring from Winter's bondage clear. 
Wakes into life and joj*^ the infant year; 
When smile the cloudless heavens, and western gales 
Sport in the tumbling billows' glassy vale^. 
See ! where exulting o'er the azure field. 
The day's bright regent lifts his golden shield. 
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tUmud, dasaling^ Tas!, etbereal world of iame» 
That wanDs> ilhipies, fOfkains tboi beanteoos fr anie. 
Roll on bright orb« in peerless splendour roll ; 
To worlds on worlds the life-difibsing soul : 
Around thy path what nameless glories stream. 
Fire the bine Tanlt» and o'er the billows gleaip» 
As if the heavens reyealed to mortal sigh^ 
Their topaz payements in a blaze of light ; 
And through the mom's rpA portals poure^ abroad. 
Life, loTe, and rapture, from the throne of God. 
Burnished with gold, the clifis resplendent shinet 
And cast their shadows in the glancing brine. 
Trembling and soft* as though the magic hand 
Of some cerulean nymph« in colours bland» 
Had traced the scene, and back to nature g^ye 

Her beauteous image from the pictured wave. 
Light flit the vapours o'er the distant hill. 
The prospect opens wide and wider still ; 
Cantire's blue heights with purple radiance glow. 
And Jura's paps yet white with winter snow ; 
Bright o'er the billows shine the sparkling isles. 
And hearen on earth with boundless beanty smHes. 
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O thou whose soul the muses' lore inspires^ 
Whose bosom science warms^ or genius fires. 
If nature charm thee in her wildest forms. 
Throned on the cliff 'midst cataracts and storms ; 
Or with surpassing harmony arrayed. 
In pillared mole^ or towering colonnade. 
Seek Dalriada's wild romantic shore — 
Wind through her vallies, and her capes ezplorcL 
Let folly's sons to lands far distant roam. 
And praise the charms of every clime but home; 
Yet sure such scenes can Dalriada boast. 
As please, the painter and the poet most ; 
Swift torrents foaming down the mountain side» 
Rocks that in clouds grotesque their summits hide. 
Gigantic pyramids, embattled steeps. 
Bastions and temples nodding o'er the deeps, 
Aerial bridges o'er vast fissures thrown. 
Triumphal arches, gods of living stone, 
JEolian antres, thunder-rifted spires. 
And all th& wonders of volcanic fires. 
Here broken, shattered, in confusion dread. 
Towers, bridges, arches, gods and temples spread : 
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Stupendous wrecks, where awful wildness reigns! 
While all th* ideal forms which fancy feigns 
Sweep the dun rack, and to the poet's eyes. 
In many a strange embodied shape arise. 
In scenes like these did Collins first behold 
Pale Fear, and Banger's limbs of Giant mould ; 
Gray poured the sorrows of his Cambrian lyre. 
And mighty Shakespeare breathed heaven's pure ethe- 
real fire. 



Ve cliffs and grots where boding tempests wail. 
Ye terraced capes, ye rocks, ye billows hail : 
Amazing scene, how wild, how wondrous grand. 
In circuit vast, the pillared shores expand ! 
Great fane of God ! where nature sits enshrined. 
Pouring her inspiration o'er the mind. — 
Mid pointed obelisks, and rocky bowers^ 
And tessellated moles, and giant towers. 
She reigns sublime; while round her throne repair 
The fleet-winged spirits of the sea and air. 
And through yon pillars, organ of the blast. 
When sounding Boreas bends the groaning mast. 
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Bid Che long deep majestic smthem rise. 
In mighty concert to the echoing skies. 
And warring floods — — 

Dark o'er the foam-white waves. 
The giants' pier the war of tempests braves, 
A far projecting, firm, basaltic way 
Of clustering columns wedged in dense array ; 

With skill so like, yet so surpassing art. 
With such design, so just in every partf 
That reason pauses, doubtful if it stand 
The work of mortal, or immortal hand. 

Ye favoured few, whom nature's partial care 
Leads through the realms of ocean, earth and air ; 
Who read with piercing eye her various laws;, 
Mark each effect, and trace the latent cause ; 
But chief do thou Mac Donnell, taught to scan 
Each form and feature of the beauteous plan. 
Declare did Ocean, in his secret bed. 
When erst his waves the shoreless world o'erspread. 
Or central fires, or fierce volcanic flame. 
In sulphurous gulf profound, the wonder frame ? 
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The sportive fancy of th' untutored swain. 
To wonder prone, and slave to error's reign« 
Unskilled to search how nature's plastic hand 
Moulds the rough rock« and forms the solid land ; 
To FioN, ruler of the gi^nt line. 
Ascribes the glory of the strange design ; 
And fondly deems, though reason spurn the thought. 
That human power the massy fabric wrought. 
Nor let the rage, in lettered pride severe. 
The simple legend with impatience hear. 

From Albin oft, when darkness veiled the pole. 
Swift o'er the surge the tartaned plunderers stole. 
And Erin's vales with purple torrents ran. 
Beneath the claymores of the murd'rous clan ; 

Till Cumhal'sson, to Dalriada's coast. 

Led the tall squadrons of his Finnian host. 

Where his bold thought the wondrous plan designed. 

The proud conception of a giant mind. 

To bridge the ocean for the march of war. 

And wheel round Albin's shores his conquering car. 

For many a league along the quarried shore. 
Each storm-swept cape the race gigantic tort ; 
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And though untaught by Grecian lore to trace 
The Doric grandeur, or Corinthian grace ; 
Not void of skill in geometric rules. 
With art disdaining all the pride of schools. 
Each mighty artist, from the yielding rock. 
Hewed many a polished, dark, prismatic block ; 
One end was modelled like the rounded bone. 
One formed a socket for its conyex stone ; 
Then side to side and joint to joint they bound. 
Columns on columns locked, and mound on moQnd : 
Close as the golden cells which bees compose. 
So close they ranged them in compacted rows. 
Till rolling time beheld the fabric rise. 
Span the horizon, and invade the skies. 
And, curved concentric to the starry sphere. 
Mount o'er the thunder's path, and storm*s career : 
To Stafla's rock th' enormous arch they threw. 
And Albin trembled as the wonder grew. 

Thus Death and Sin, when from the realms of nijghl^ 
They traced through chaos the archangel's flight. 
Chained to hell's beach a mole of wondrous length. 
And raised a bridge of adamantine strength. 
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Connecting earth and hell ; a spacious road> 
Snxx^^ sloping downward to th' accursM abode. 

When first to Stafia's cavemM shores they came, 
They reared a palace of stupendous frame. 
Worthy their chief, and honoured by his name : 
Deep in the surge, the broad dense base they spread. 
And raised to heaven the massy columns' head ; 
High ro^ the rock-wove arch, and o'er the flood. 
Like Neptune's fane the pillared structure stood. 
Solemn, and grand beyond the laboured pile 
Of Gothic &ne, or minster's vaulted aisle. 
Ofl has its wild harmonious echoes rung. 
As minstrels sweet to deeds of glory strung 
Their deep-toned harps, or warrior chieftains strong 
Raised the loud chorus of the martial song. 
Now the lone sea-bird's melancholy wail 
Sounds through thevault, and loads the murmuring gale- 
While thundering Ocean all his billows calls. 
And rolls in foam along the fluted walls, 
That back return such harmony of sound. 
As if an hundred bards were ranged around. 
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Bowed o'er the columns, striving to disarm 
The tempest's rage by music's sweetest charm ; 
Or Ossiau's thrilling harp, suspended high. 
Trilled by .^olian minstrels' pensive sigh. 
Awoke such notes as saints delighted hear. 
Or angel spirits pour on mortal ear# 

Now armed for war, along their iron road. 
Stern in their ire, the giant warriors strode; 
As files on files advanced in serried might. 
How flashed their arms' intolerable light ; 
Casques, shields and spears, and bailners floating gav> 
And mail-clad steeds, and chariots' proud array. 
Bright glancing as the fires which heaven adorn^ 
When fair Aurora brings the boreal morn ! 
Til us monstrous forms o'er heaven's nocturnal arch. 
Seen by the sage, in pomp celestial march ; 
See Aries there his glittering brow unfold. 
And raging Taurus toss his horns of gold; 
With bended bow the sullen Archer lowers, 

Ai;d there Aquarius comes with all his showers ; 
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Lions and CenUars, Gorgons, Hydras rise^ 
And Gods and Heroes blaze along the skies* 

Then mighty deeds that giant race had wrought^ 
And bold beyond the muse's boldest thought; 
Had dared, perchance, with unresbted sway» 
To force to Scandia's shores their onward way ; 

Or like their earth-bom sires, infuriate driven. 
Had matched their arms against the might of heaven : 
But deep dismay spread Albin's shores around. 
When crouding frequent to each sacred mound 
Of rocks, or crags that ne'er felt chisel's stroke. 
By hill or glen, or wood of hallowed oak ; 
Bards, Druids, Warriors, as their altars blaze. 
For aid, for vengeance loud petitions raise ; 
Three days thrice told, on Odin loud they call. 
Each day sees thrice three human victims fall. 

" Rise mighty Odin, rise in power divine. 
And sink to Hela's gulf our foes and thine. 
These sons of Frost, whom mad ambition goads 
To brave thy power, and scale thy blest abodes.'' 
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Throned on dark clou48> dread Odin beard from 
far. 
In icy realms beneath thj& northern star. 
Where in Valhalla's courts his warlike train 
Quaff the brown draught from skulls of heroes slain : 
Deep-moved he rose, and soon with loud alarms 
Heaven's pavements rang, as Odin nfthed to aims. 
Swift down the bow of many a fulgent dye. 
Bridge of the Gods, th' immortal footsteps hie ; 
Hail, sleet and darkness o'er his bosom spread* 
The rush of waters roared around his head. 
While wrapt in lightening and devouring storm> 
He swept the winds, a dim terrific form ; 
Aloft in wrath his brandished arm he raised. 
Bright in his hand the hissing thunder blazed. 

While oil the centre of the arch he stood. 
And sent his potent mandate o'er the flood. 

"Arise," he cried, '' ye ministers of ire. 
Ye hurricanes, ye floods, and red-winged fife; 
Arise, go forth in congregated might. 
And whelm these impious toils in lasting night/' 
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Then livid fires the vault of heaven o'ercast^ 
High rose the floods, and farions howled the blast ; 
Then Lochlin's Gods in might resistless came ; 
Thor's mace impetuous smote the trembling frame ; 
The sister fates, twelve dark tremendous shades. 
Sang their dire spells, and waved their shining blades^ 
While Loke and Hela, fix>m their chains unbound. 
Shook to its rooted base the yawning ground : 
Then tossed each isle, and cliff, and rugged steep. 
Wild rolled the mountains like a stormy deep. 
And crashing^ roaring, thundering loud to heaven, 
Down rushed the arch, in shattered fragments riven. 
With horrid din, as if th' exploding baU, 
And heaven's rent pillars mingled in their fall. 

Deep in the dreary caves of ocean lie 
The ponderous ruins far from mortal eye : 
Yet each abutment of the structure stands 
A proud memorial of the giant bands. 
Through earth's extended realms renowned afar. 
As great in peace, and terrible in war. 
And then, if earth to heaven in arms opposed. 
Might aught avail, in conflict had they closed 
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Had rved the diat cf FioB'ff better «eeL 

Hot br cDcbasted qieUf iiwierr'd tber ttoDd, 

Fixed to tbe bock, tiU hcrTor cluDed tfadr hlood» 
Aikd toc^ cbasgc perradaig ntxre wmd h&mt. 

Hard gieir thdr limbt, and aO were tanned to 

Now oft tbcir diadotrr spectres fiicdmg ligbt. 

Crood to their ^Toorite moie at moam of migbu 

lo fancv's eye, the cvrioiii toi' pome, 

Aod all the task* that pleased io life reneir. 

One, hage of staUne, dark beneath the gloom. 

Grasps in his brawny hand the mimic loom ; 

One rides the lion rock ; in cadence low« 

One bids the organ's beanteoos siiu c Uir e blow ; 

While far aloof on yon lone column's height, 

Tbcir Lord and Hero glories in the sight. 

Thus grey Tradition tells the wondroos tale, 
And Fancy's visions thus for truth preTail. 

What forms august of kings and heroes bold 
Bear my rapt spirit to the times of old ? 
Genius of Ossian ! say what rocky dell 
Hears the wild inspiration of thy shell ? 
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What mighty spirits of thy iires renowned. 
Bow from their airy halb to hear the sound ? 

Ah me ! no more these whispering rocks among 
Floats the sweet voice of minstrelsy and song ; 
Around the hlazing oak, no Finnian train 
Hear their loved Ossian's soul-subduing strain; 
No more they mingle in the war's alarms. 
Nor hail the glorious din of death in arms : 
The wild heath blossoms o'er their mountain bed. 
Dark in the house of breathless slumber spread ; 
A high-heaped cairn of grey unsculptured stones. 
Raised to the storm, protects the heroes' bones; 
There dumb oblivion spreads her Stygian wings. 
And the shrill blast their sullen req^uiem sings. 

But still the heaven-rapt bard, whose glowing mind 
Not Death can hold, nor Hell's strong limits bind. 
Around these capes bel^olds their spirits roam. 
Sees their light corraghs ride the northern foam : 
Shields, spears, and crested helms around him start. 
And sounds celestial vibrate to his heart 
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Oft he recak tlMMt OMMniliii days of yoie. 
When Mazed tbe bakfiil war-lordi nmmd tke Aowm, 
As through the rarapired cii£& the battle-bom 
Pealed its shrill cchoesontheear of mom; 
When riTal dans, with feO ambitioo Urore, 
Inspired by glory, dire reieag^ or kMrei 
And DOW he cons how Deirdie's fatal ehanD» 
Roused all the Taloor of the isle to arms: 
How great Tiroweo on the Sasoo horde 
ProTed the keen temper of Ukooia's sword ; 
Or Soarlebooy, from lonely glen or hill» 
Poured through the martial pipe his pibrock shrill z. 
'Till Anra, tinged with many a crioMon spring. 
Heard Erin's steel en Albin's target ringr 
And saw the wily Gad, tamed from Bight, 
Roll on his scattered foes the storm of fight. 
— Now — to the heaghs of black pollated shade. 
He sees tbe fierce Monro, with gory blade 
Sweep like a dnTing flame before the wind« 

* 

And headfong hurl the poor defenceless hind.- 
Anon he hears, round Derry's castled walls. 
Dire Famine howling as the warrior falls^ 
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Sees the pale mother with despairing tyn^ 
Clasp to her milkless breast her babe and die. 
Hark J the boom crashes — heaven impels the sail ; 
Thou man of men, hail patriot Walker, hall ! 

Muse of historic lore, to fiime unfold 
The glowing page of Erin's days of gold ■ ■ 
What time her hordes the ever-t«eming north 
Sent» like the storms of desolation forth ; 
Loud i^riekedihe genius of expiring Rome, 
And Learn iag, Art» and Science wept their doom^ 
'Till exiled far from Latiura's prostrate fanes, 
They poured their radiance on lerne's plains ; 
Then heard these rocks Sicilian muses sing, 
The reed's soft warl>ling8j a^d the epic string ; 
Then Peace, in wilds like these, her teropfe raised. 
Here the pure altars of Religion blazed; 
Joy rang the harp, and heaven's according smile 
Approved th^e lay, and blessed the holy jisle. 

O age of glory ! age for ever fled { 
Shades of my fathers ! spirits of the dead i 
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Is Erin's fame deep buried in your uni> 
Cold in the grasp of death no more to bum. 
Oh ! has the harp's last chord to sorrow strung. 
The funeral dirge of Erin's glory rung ? 
Then burst indignant — scorning more to raise 
A cold and lifeless recreant nation's praise ! 

Mule, mute the harp ! for ever lost the art 
Which roused to rapture each Milesian heart; 
Cold, cold the hands whose thrilling touch sublime 
Caught the rapt ear, and stayed the flight of time ! 
With blasting dews the charmer lies o'erspread. 
Burst every chord — her soul for ever fled ! 

Yet, with regret, let memory fond retrace 
The long lost honours of the tuneful race. 
When all their souls with holy ardour fired. 
In Erin's youth the patriot flame inspired. 
And rolled the rapid dithyrambic strain. 
To urge them furious on the robber Dane ; 
When fell Turgesius, on th' ensanguined coast. 
Raised the proud banners of his pirate host; 
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Or CnatuB, royal plunderer, seized with fear» 
Felt on Clontarf the might of Erin's spear. 
Wild as they song» pale Scandia loud deplored 
Her raven, smote beneath the Finnian sword. 
But when they changed their varying chords;, they 

bound 
Each raging passion in the chains of sound; 
Love> pity, rapture, all the world of soul. 
Hung on their strings, and owned their bland controul. 

Oft on these shores they bade the youth advance. 
With measured footstep, to the* martial dance. 
Or with a solemn, slow, majestic trd^d. 
Round the tall tower the holy circuit led ; 
Or when the mountain tops, in splendour bright. 
Roused all their fires to hail the god of light. 
In loftier tones the hallowed numbers flowed. 
And raised to heaven the spirit-breathing ode. 
Then first in glory, as in worth they moved. 
By nations honoured, and by monarchs loved. 

When Albion's vanes first waved on Erin's strand. 
And Saxon craft had rent the bleeding land. 
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While rival chiefs their country's life assailed. 

And Discord triumphed where the sword had failed* 

Swift fell Oppression's vengeful bolu among 

The sacred sons of liberty and song. 

Oh power accursed ! oh ill-requited race ! 

Pride of the land, her glory and disgrace ! 

For this did Erin's love your harps inspire. 

For this heaven touch your souls with living fire ? 

Crushed, banished, bleeding, in what lonely glade. 

Rose like the wounded bird's in deepest shade, 

Your dirge of death, — while Freedom sat and sighed^ 

O'er the fall'n wreath of Erin's withered pride ? 

By rocks like these that heard the eagle's scream. 

Or wolf, loud howling by the moon's pale beam. 

Or on the battle field, o'er heaps of dead| 

Where Erin's sons by mutual wounds had bled, 

The blood-stained harp bade all its sorrows flow. 

So wildly sweet, with such prevailing woe. 

That yet its echoes, faintly though they roll 

Downtime's long current, rouse and thrill the soul. 

Oft too it raised its loud commanding strains. 

Bold as the spirit in the patriot's vein^ 
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For Erin's warriors, in collected might. 

To grasp the spear of Liberty and Right, 

And like their sires, in terrible array. 

Again renew Clontarf's illustrious day. — 

— Now mute its voice — Oblivion whelms their name. 

And not a bard survives to mourn his country's shame. 

Here too his sacred lore the Druid taught. 
Here breathed the fires of elevated thought, 
Th' undaunted spirit of the martial strife. 
The proud, heroic, generous scorn of life ; 
Bold in the faith that death dissolves the tics 
Which hold the soul's pure essence from the skies. 
Raised on a slope once crowned with waving wood. 
Unsheltered now,* and bare, his altar stood : 
Three pointed crags the ponderous load sustain. 
Unhewn, sonorous, of basaltic grain. 
Work of gigantic hands ; and spread around 
A stony circle marks the mystic ground. 

Beneath imbowering rocks I see the sage. 
His soul high panting with prophetic rage. 
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Long trails of light his glisteiiing Testmeots flaw. 
Like lacid foam descends his beard of sdow. 
O'er his broad temples boaod with shady greeo» 
Bright shine the crescent's horns of ^Irery sheen. 
And in his hand the mbletoe behold, 
Lopt from its parent oak with blade of gold. 
What big emotion heaves his panting heart. 
Swift from his tongue what thrilling accents start ! 
Be hashed ye winds ; roll calm thoa mnrmnring deep ; 
Soft in your caves ye gentle echoes sleep! 
Sce^ his rapt soul feels inspiration's glow. 
And a God dictates as the numbers flow. 



" Rise, rise ye ages from the mists of night, 
" Rend time's dark veil, ^d burst upon my sight ! 
'* Round Sleimis see what beams of glory play> 
" A sainted stranger pours the flood of day I 
*' A cross he bears whose high and potent spell 
" Has burst the adamantine gates of hell ; 
" And in his hand the sacred charter brings 
" Of life iomiortal from the king of kings. 
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*' Where'er be treads what new-bom joys abo«nd> 
" Serpents and dragons flee the hostile ground^ 
^ The monsters of the wild his yoice obey, 
** And Pride and Last more furious far than they ; 
*' Peace rains her holy influence from abore, 
*' And Virtue triumphs with redeeming Lore ! 

^ Rise, rise ye ages firom the mists of night, 
<' Rend time's dark veil, and burst upon my sight ! 
" Before the breeze rapaciops Lochlin sails — 
** White bleach her bones in Erin's rescued Tales---* 
^ — Ah ! hated vision ! trembling, and alone, 
'' A foul adulterer bows at England's throne ; 
'' The Norman vulture o'er th' empurpled flood. 
** Steers her fell flight to gorge on Erin's blood : 
** Mourn, Innisfiul ! her banner Discord waves, 
^ And chants her war-song o'er thy childrens' graves ; 
The sanguine mists of carnage taint the air. 
Thy grass-grown courts are now the wild deer's lair; 
''Yet still unbroken, sUU inspiring dread, 
** Thy maddening spear in Saxon blood grows red. 



tt 
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^ Ibe, Inppier ago* fim tke ■»!•«£ Bgkl^ 
•^ Bead liw^f dirt wil, Md bvit 
'' Boyne terns witk bkod — a osfvud 
«* War siKathcs hk ^tty bladc» Rfballioa ditt! 

'^ No niore left Faction faurls ker flaflUAg braadr 
^ Bat mnliiig Concoffd waTca licr olifc waad t 
** From east to west see equal rigbts prerail, 
** And Erin's seas are now Sritannia's pak. 
^ One king, one sceptre mks the sister isles, 
*' In Union's flowery wreaths blithe Erin smiles; 
'* By matnal love, for mntnal strength combintd, 
** See, round the rose the verdant shamrock twined > 
** Joy cronds the street, and carols with the swain^ 
'' Tmth, Justice Mercy here for ever reign» 

Ceased Is the voices— but still the sound I hear 
In soft melodious murmurs meet my ^ar. 
And still the rocks repeat the dulcet strain, 
" Truth, Justice, Mercy, here for ever reign." 

Here good Columba showed in Christian skies. 
The lucid day-star of Salvation rve » 
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Bright beamed its glory, and with pe^Fi«r divioe. 
Pierced tfaroogh the darlmess of the pagan shrine ; 
The lone bleak Hebrids caught its cheering rays^ 
Thence fiur lona's altan drew their blaze^ 
And soon the barren crag, and savage wild 
With fruits and flow^ of growth immoral smiled* 

Where Margy's walls, vmrooCed and mouldering 
stand. 
Mid die long rye-grass rustling o'er the sand. 
Where many a heaving sod, and rustic stone^ 
Death, dread destroyer, mark the place thy own^ 
What sacred orisons with morn arose. 
What heayen-tau^ht vespers blest the ev'ning's close ! 
Lost tojthe world, its follies all forgot. 
There chose the monk his calm contented lot^ 
Told o'er his beads, his useless vigils kept. 
Or o'er the pages of the fathers sleptf 
There too, perhaps, some Eloisa strove^ 
Poor cloistered victim of despair and love. 
With many an idle wish, and heartless prayer. 
To }i(% her thoughts to heaven, and fix them there. 
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Vovf ail is bulbed, and silent as the grave. 

Save wheu the tempests through the lone aisles rav^ I 

Solemn and gad — or when tha time^tmck vrall 

Wakes the dull echoes by its sounding fall) 

Chsnuing the ear of Ruin, as he smiles 

0*0* slimy vantts, and monuinental piles. 



I 



u too DntiliiM, proud throne of feudal state. 
Hut bowed beneath the wiiheriag arm of fate ; 
Por time has been, when girt with maMial powers 
lligfa wared thy banners o'er thy sea-girt lowers; 
When deep and awful rose the battle's roar. 
And War's artillery shook thy trembling short?. 
— Then rude Magnificence adorned thy board. 
And Valour steeled thy lord's victorious sword j 
Then loud was heard the voice of festive glee. 
With dance, and song, and heaven-taught minstrelsy. 
Wide to the sionn now stand thy echoing halls. 
Time saps lUe base of thy basaltic walls ; ' 

In ruin lies thy bridge's narrow pass, 
Sunk in the fosse, and clothed with waving grass ; 
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The 8e»-pink blomns upon thy turrets' height. 
There the lone bird of ocean siti by night ; 
While far beneath, thy wate-waihed caTem moans. 
As the sad spirit of the whirlwind groans. 
And fell Bimshees, across the lonely heath. 
Shriek to the Mast, and pour the song of death. 

Sad are thy changes. Time— and Memory's tears 
Fall as she pauses on the wrecks of years. 
While many a tint from Fancy's pallet thrown, 

_ • 

Gives to the past a beauty not its own. 
And bids the Muse in savage life behold 
Heroic virtues, and an age of gold. 
Thus the rough wildness of the mountain bare. 
By distance mellowed in the clear blue air. 
Presents creative thought with many a scene 
Of woods and cots, fair glen, and rural green. 
At Truth's quick glance the vain delusions fly. 
And Reason checks the momentary sigh. 
While Hope extatic, points 1^ happier skies. 
And bids new scents of bliss and glory risf. 
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Lo ! fair Improvement, on the wheels of tiqua. 

Rejoicings moves o'er Dalriada's clime. 

Like tower-crowned Ceres, when the vales of Ide 

Saw the first harvests clothe their cultured side ; 

Laughed the green hills, and soothed by influence blanci 

The harnessed lions Qivn'd her guiding l^and* 

See patient Industry, and sun*burnt Toil, 

O'er the rough flint induce the verdant soil; 

While bleak December hears the mower blithe. 

In new-born meadows whet the shining scythe. 

Where barbarous clans the savage war-howl raised. 

Now hear the God of love celestial praisied: 

Those iron towers that lodged th' assassin hordct 

Strong dens of Rapine, Terror, and the swerd# 

Sink ne'er to rise — the shag-haired kern no more 

Bathes, ^ be howls, hi^ reeking skeyn in gore ; 

But Peace sits smiling on tl^e mountain heath. 

And Plenty revels on the plains beneath. 

Where Spring's flrst flowers their purple hues unfold^ 

Or harvests rustle in autumnal gold. 

How Nature wantons in our beauteous yales. 

Clothes the green sward, and scents the fragrant gales; 
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Wilh fraits the groves, with pearls the waters stores^ 

The rocks with diamoiidsj and the hills with ores ; 

While laughing Naiads from their urns distil 

Their dews mellifluous^ and the balmy rill. 

Flow, Lagan flow — though close thy banks of green, 

Though in the picture of the w«rld unseeo. 

Vet dearer to my soul thy waters run. 

Than all the rills that glide beneath the sun ; 

For first by thee my bosom learned to prove 

The joys of friendship, and the bliss of love; 

No change of time, or place, shall e'er dispart 

Those ties which Nature twines around my heart; 

Each dear association, grown more strong. 

As years roll on, shall flourish in my song. 

Flow on fair stream — thy gathering waves expand. 

And greet with joy the Athens of the land ; 

Through groves of masts thick crowding o'er thy tide, 

A new Ilissus, roll in classic pride : 

Thy Percy hail, with age and honour crowned^ 

I/>ved of the muse, and by ^e muse renowned : 

For other Jots see Taste her chaplets twine ; 

Hear other Bavcss speak at Wisdom's shrine i 
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Along thy banks, with early blooms o'erspread. 
By other Templetons see Flora led : 
May Dante's soal in other Botds revive. 
And every shoot of truth and knowledge thrive ! 
Thy laurelled brows exulting Science raise. 
Now heaven recals old Erin's golden days ; 
Ages of glory, heroes, saints return. 

Bright o'er the land, ye stars of Genius bum ! 
Awake ye Bards, your ancient rights regain. 
New string your harps, and raise a bolder strain ; 
From shore to shore the light of song diffuse. 
And crown, O Fame, the virtue-breathing muse. 

END OF BOOK FIBST. 
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f AIR land of zephyrs, while life's canenU flow. 
Wann in my heart the lore of thee shall glow ; 
Thy winding Tales, thy lakes of crystal sheen. 
Thy mountains coTered with perennial green. 
Thy woodtf thy cataracts^ %nd billfnvy sea^ 
Yes, eTen thy weeping «ky has joys for me. 
For erer blooming hi^ thy daughters' charms, 

« 

And ever bright their wit's resistless arms; 
Brave be thy sons, in manly beaaty strong. 
And pvoad their feeling of oppression's wrong ; 
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Though yet untaught by prudence to controul 
The first rash impulse of the free-born soul. 
Hail to the spirit that informs their heart, 
Warm> generous, noble, unenslaved by art ; 
The record fair of nature's pristine plan, 
Retaining yet the genuine stamp of man ! 

My Armstrong, come, the muse's early friend. 
And round our northern shores her flight attend; 
If e'er in life's fair morn we wooed the Nine, 
Or sought the treasures of the classic mine. 
Led by the star of Bruce> whose radiance bright. 
Ne'er sheds a sparing, not a dttbimw light; 
Come, climb with me the cliffcrowned billof oM^» 

• 

Rise o'er the world, its passioiis, attd itn ilsfes; 
Let thy high thoaghti with rapt DetotieftMar, 
And Nature's God, on Nttmra'a ahria« adora« 
Thence beach^ward by the waHs ef Fergus lev^ 
By Oldfl^t tower, and Ibyer'B hallowed groiFe; 
Or where high Salagb's ridge o'evlookt the vale^ 
Whose nomercnis bean-^fielAi aoiiit thd fragraiii gd« ; 
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Sweet scenes, where oft in life's fair morn 1 strayed. 
Blest be your swains, and ever green your shade ! 
Or where Gienann extends its pehbly shores. 
White as ihe foamy sarye Ihai round ihem roars; 
Or GarrOD'a NMtoh di% the waves repd. 
Or h\r GlenariiriTinds her whvd dell; 
Or Torr'i black rocks Titanian timba o'eraprcad. 
Or cloudy Benmore lifts \m giant head ; 
Or where £enbaii hii chalky brow u[.rears. 
With turretfcrowned,lbe pride of other years ; 
Or that dread bridge, by hempen fetters bound 
From steep to steep at Roda's guJf profound. 
Light as the worlc of sylphii, above the seas 
Aenal haogt, and thivers in the breeze. 



But ifitmpredeiight, come stretch the i; 
And bid tha (jjfb and rocks from ocean hail 
See from beoif^ the various picture moTe, 
And smile atTciroras he frowns above. 



Smooth glides the skif^ and ap the rustling sand 
Rolls the light lurgt, by fiosca's magic siiaud. 
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"VThere gay Morgana and her fairy train 
i^ort with the senses of the wondering swain ; 
Raised by her power^ he sees a warlike line 
Of plumy crestSy and burnished muskets shine ; 
Anon they flit^ and lawps and woods arise. 
Chariots and steeds, and towers tha)^ reach the skies ; 
Now^ fades the scene, and bounding in the breeze« 
Embattled navies sweep the azure seas ; 
Sail crouds on sail, the boiling wake grows hoar. 
And whitening surges climb each sculptured prore.>— « 
— Gone is the pageant ! — ^vanished from the view^ 
Like the thin vapour, or the morning dew. 

Thus as adown the stream of life we sail. 
What gay delusions ofl o'er sense prevail ! 
Romantic Fancy paints each coming scene. 
And clothes the desert in unreal green ; 
Bids camp5 and fleets the passing bark invite, 
Elysian groves, and mansions of delight. 
Where Power and Pleasure spread their potent wilcs» 
And Love and Fame with meretricious smiles ^ 
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Vain rainbow forms, encfaantiog to the Tiew, 
Which mock the grasp, and flee as we ponue. 

Wlier^ yoll datk shadowy rocks embower the ware. 
Scooped in their mulral height Dunkerry's cave^ 
As Fionas grot sublime, its arms extends. 
And o*er the floods its dome high-arching bends: 
A crimson zone its emerald walls snrronnda^ 
Far, far within the hollow surge resounds ; 
Borne through the cleft's contracting sides we hear 
Its echoes i^oU, where skiff ne'er dared to steer. 

Now round the mole, from 6iants named of yore* 
Thy altar Nature, helm th' obedient prore ; 
How black, how firm^ its adamantine sides 
Rise o'er the azure of the heaving tides ! 
How proud th' indented bound of ocean lowers! 
What rocky theatres, and spire i, and towers ! 
First bold creation of the plastic hsmd. 
That rolled the billows round the rock-ribbed land ! 
Nature's primeval forms, whence mimic Art 
Saw the first image of her fabrics start. 



Th* idaa fair of fPoadefs^MOied her owiv 
The bsBotiiiBf canvas, and tlie quickened atone* 
Bat vain her powers with Nature's pride to Tie, 
As the gilt dome to match the starry sky ; 
High be ker boast of Tiber's proud arcades. 
Her ductsypaiitheoui^ fane^ and colonnades: 
Sae, in these tenses of the northern blast. 
Their beauty, grandeurj strength and skill sorpast. 

Ye heights of Spania bail ! — ^for ever stand 
The «trong terrific bulwark of the land ; 
And should th' inrader> yet untaught, explore 
Thy seas inviolate and free— -once more 
Let Erin's genius on thy stormy brow. 
Hear the rocks crashing through the hostile prow. 

What muse, O Pleaskln, in accordant lays. 
To future times shall consecrate thy praise. 
Thou noblest temple ever Nature'^ power 
Built for her homage pure ? — In fancy's hour 
Embodying fair the image of her mind. 
She bade tby courts ia circling beauty wind; 
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Row abore row, with gmndeur jomed to grace. 

Raised thy grey columns o'er their termeil baM$; 

A solemn majesty around thee spread. 

And with cernlean ssther ciowoed thy head. 

Most beauteous steep that shades the ocean tide. 

The Muse's wonder and leme's pride. 

Thou fair Pahnyra of this rocky waste-— 

Thy fane in Greece or Rome had Nature placed. 

How many an awe-struck and adoring croud 

Had o'er thy consecrated altars bowed ; 

Bade their vows mount on incensed wings above| 

And hailed thee temple of Ahnighty Jote. 

What clouds of smoke in azure curls aspire 
From many an altar's dark and smouldering fire ? 
What shadowy forms dim gleam upon the sight. 
Now hid in fiime — now clear with sudden light ; 
Do Greece's priests reyiye in Erin's sky. 
Or dread wierd sisters rites unholy try ? 
Ah no ! a race ini^red to toil severe. 
Of manners simple, and of heart sincere 




II 



It 
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Sons of the rock and ouraelings of the sarge. 
Around the kihi their daily labours urge ; 
O'er the dried weed the smoky Tohune coiii^ 
And deep beneath the precious kali boils. 



High on yonl cliff the fisher takes Irii sCaikl, 
The rock's loose fragmenrts arm bis brawny hxai. 
Swift as he marks the glistening salmon glide. 
He hurls a rattling stone-shower in the tide. 
The patient boatman rocking on the brine. 
Elate with hope^ beholds the well<4nown sign : 
Swift winds the capturii^g net, and now in Tain, 
The fear-struck captive beats the flaxen chain ; 
Vain is his strength, and vain his dotted mai^ 
His rapid fin, quick eye^ and springy tail*t 
He spotts in Bosca's sable streams no nan, 
Kor braves majestic Banna's cataract roar; 
By hands unpitying, from his native flood 
Dragged o'er the pointed crags, defiled with blood, 
\U His scales all ruffled, and his vigour fled. 

He gasps^be pants — ^he lies deformed — and dead. 



\i 
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' What diflerent inslinct bids the silyery eel 
Id coontleM train ap Banna^s torrents wheel. 
While salmon shoals the downward streams foisak^ 
And to the stranger brood resign the lake ; 
In whose clear waves the prickly holly thrown^ 
Its natwre losesy and transmutes to stone ? 
Unfold it thou, O TsMTLvroN, whose view 

Has roved creatien's peopled regions through ; 
Thou who can'st speak of all the flowers of spring. 
Of fish of every fin, and bird of every wing : 
Tell, for thon knows% how Nature has assigned 
Their times and seasons to each tribe and kind. 
And how her laws direct, propel, controal. 
So wondrous wise, th' iostinctire powers of soul. 

In shallow streamlets, with th' insidious fly. 
Their tiny art let patient anglers try : 
Far other sport the hardy natives boast. 
Who sweep with long-drawn net this iron coast. 
Or o'er the whirling surge the feather spread. 
To tempt the Glashan from his oosy bed. 
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rris theirs with fltorms to urge the bold tvmoil^' 
Where adrene tides in whefaniog eddies boil j 
To hear sod shriekings in the midnight air. 
To see the ghastly death-fires of despair 
Flash o'er the wreck, and grisly spectres croud 
Where floau the wan corse in a foamy shroud ; 
While boding mennaids risiog on the swell. 
Wring their wet locks, and chant their (nnacal spall » 

Down to the wreck-strewn beach, when storms mrise. 
The ruffian plunderer, led by Rapine hies; 
Greedy of spoil, the satage joys to mark 
The wild waves rushing o*er the shattered bark ; 
He comes for deeds of dreadful name prepared. 
To slay the wanderer whom the storm has spared : 
Accurs'd of heaven ! the land's reproach and shame. 
May Disappointment e?er blast your aim. 
And Want and Famine howling at your board. 
Avenge the slighted law's too tardy sword ! 
Me'er, Dalriada, may the fiend of gain 
Possess thy genius, and thy shores profane. 
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BolyiMMipt at Meccy*! call, thy hand extend 
To ate iIm helpleas,aiid the wieoged defend* 

In airy wheels what fowls onniimbered fly. 
Dashing the seas, or screaming through the sky > 
The Herring's march they follow from the pole ; 
Millions on millions motes th' enormous shoal ; 

In gende undulations as they rise 
On the smooth rippling wates, a thousand dyes 
Shot from their scales with mingling lustre play, 
A field of gems wide-blazing to the day ! 
Voracious foes their feeble ranks assail. 
The Shark, the Porpoise, and devouring Whale ; 
The keen-eyed Osprey marks the prey from far. 
Ami there th* impetuous Gannet brings the war; 
Poised on smooth pinion from his toVry height^ 
With glance more rapid than a shaft of light. 
He marks his quarry in the crystal flood* 
And plumb-down darting, in the victim's blood 
Drives his keen beak. — With rapture-beaming ey* 
The welMunown sign the ready fishers spy. 
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Th' unqptring nets around the prey ezpead, "•_ 

' And heap with trearare all the yeHour sand* 

See, as they gambol o'er the hoary brine. 
What porpoise shoals with quick reflections shine ; 
As by the skiff they urge their swift career. 
The timid landsman starts with sudden fear ; 
Kew to the waves he dreads each novel form. 
Shrinks from the spray, and deems the breeze a storm ; 
But vain his fearsr-away the monsters ^weep. 
Like Neptune's coursers plunging through the deq>. 

Oft to the fisher aid unhoped they bring. 
As on the salmon's passing ranks tliey spring ; 
The shoal quick darting from their jaws with dread. 
Plunge in the nets, and meet a fate they fled. 
Thus as the greyhound rakes her flix behind. 
The startled hare bounds rapid as the wind« 
Till to the rustic's secret snare she hies. 
And in the fatal noose unpiticd dies. 
Thus mid the blue Atlantic waves zhr. 
The winged fish avoids th' unequal war ; 



When doie behind the hnngi^dolphui iiftiti^ 
Swift from his gaping jawx airay she starts. 
And from her native wave by terror driven. 
Spreads her moist pinions to the breeae of heaven ; 
Now foes of fleeter wing her flight espy; 
The braying Albatross with glutton eye. 
And rapid Frigate, in their airy way. 
Wheel swift aronnd, and seize the flying prey : 
Or if by chance she shun the feathered foe. 
The wary Dolphin that pursued below. 
With jaws expanding wide beneath the wave. 
Receives the victim in a living grave. 

Prolific Ocean ; how thy bounteous flcxxl 
From all its sources sends the scaly brood ! 
For man, dread tyrant, glide their marshalled powers. 
From all thy sands, and rocks, and coral bowers ; 
No scale-fenced ribs against his art avail, 
Noi*strength, nor bulk, nor shelly plates of mail ; 
Their swiftest march mo.re rapid he pursues, 
Ensnares by cunning, or by force subdues* 
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As roviid the isles thy moon-struck erapire rdU% 
Joins east and westj and links the adverse poles. 
Launched on th j waves with daring soul 8iibliin«9 
Lo ! man becomes the gnest of every clime. 

Tii thine, divine Philosophy, to guide 

The wandering sailor o'er the pathless tide ; 

Stayed by the waters, iar around him hurled, 

Man deemed his shores-the limit of the world ; 

I 
Till taught by thee the rugged pine to hew. 

Stitch the smooth bark, and build the light canoe. 
On streams, and lakes, and narrow friths grown bra¥% 
He dared at length to meet the ocean wave; 
Traced by thy aid the wonders of the skies. 
And marked the constellations set and rise ; 
Then, towered the mast o'er triple banks of aeffs* 
And War sat frowning on the brazen prores. 
*Yet from his ken lay half the world unknown. 
Till thou the needle's mystic power hadst showily 
Then first Columbus, of inti^pid mind, * 
Gave all his canvas to the easterb wind. 
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And iield the ruliDg helm through toil and pain« 

4 

The midnight watch« the perils of the main. 

And the fierce factions of a dastard crew^ 

Till new-found worlds burst glorious on his view. 

Then bold De Gama braved the phantom forms. 

That scowled portentous at the tape of storms, 

Ajid o'er the watry waste in triumph borne. 

Explored his passage to the realms of morn. 

See now Britannia's red-cross flag unfurled 

On «very shore around the convex world ; 

Where blazing suns rive every pitchy seam. 

Or ice-bound ropes in arctic moon-light gleam. 

Firm and undaunted, lo ! the British tar 

Rides on the floodii, and braves each hostile star; 

He bares his bosom to the arrowy sleet. 

And hears the thunder bursting at his f^et ; 

With NfiLS0N*s genius breathes Britannia's ire. 

And sinks her foes, or wraps in storms of fire ; 

Or led by Cooke's adventurous zeal imparts 

To barbarous hordes, peace, science, and the arts -^ 

The heaven- ward paths of knowledge bids them scan. 

And moulds the rugged savage into man. 



50 
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Lead, lead, my spirit) Tar beneath tlie wsve^ 
Through limestone rallies and basahic caTcs; 
O like Gyrene's oflsprin^ let me go 
To Tiew the woiiiIerFi of ihc world below ; 
What root* of rock thick-woven, and entwined. 
Those giant stee[is to earth's fixed centre bind j 
What sea-born forests clothe their vallied Midei, 
What whirling pooli absorb ih' engtitfing tldesj 
How Maclslrtim rages on Nomegion shores. 
Or Corry-Treckaii'ii frightful Tories roara. 



Amazing world I bow vain the thoughts of maiT, 
Thy depths, thy terrors, and ihy wealth lo scan J 
Down, down uiifatliomabty deep are laiti. 
Where plummet neviT ilroppvJ, where thwight ne'er 

strajed, 
Earth's vast foundaljons — n recks of worlds unknown. 
By central iihucks diHneiabereJ and u'crtlirown. 
What fissures, gulfii, and precipices dread. 
And dismal valu Wltli ivcry bones oVrsprcad ! 
Vast cemcl'ri^^^Bfe.Hurrorl ialfa hit court, 

nis the f|^^^^^B|{jj|^^^^^^ieiu sport. 
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Wh9t mines of gold* and gems of emerald ray ! 
What floors of pearl the coral grots inlay ! 
Here, still as death, the oak-ribbed vessel li/es. 
Wedged in the grasping rocks no more to risie ; 
Sent hissing down^ as through the sulphurous air 
Bang the mixed shouM of triumph ^nd despair : 

Now sluggish limpets on thi^ decks repose; 
Through the rent ports the oozy tangle grows. 
And climbs the poop^ where Glory'^ hands unfurled 
The red-cross flag that awed the wat'ry world. 
The yictor here, and vanquished, side by side. 
Sleep ghastly pale, sad wrecks of human pridjs; 
Their nerveless hands yet grasp the fatal steel. 
And yet the warrior's ire they seem to feel. 
Unhallowed ire ! oh guilt ! oh rage unblest ! 
Here, here. Ambition, come, and plume thy crest; 
Here see thy trophies, relics of the brave 
Untimely slain, and whelmed beneath the wave. 
See children, fathers, husbands long deplored, 
Unshrouded, gashed, and mangled by the sword ; 
Here build the proud memorial of thy fame. 
And down to hell thy triumphs looil proclaim? 
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All-righteous heaven ! how long shall rattrderous War 

« 
(Xer slaughtered hosts impel his mthless car; 

And cursed Ambition^ drunk with folIy> plan 

The guilty the crimes, and miseries of man ! 

Far from these scenes where Death and Horror lie» 
Back to thy native rocks, my spirit, hie ; 
Place me, ye Muses, where Bengore uprean 
His broad, firm brow to meet the storms of years; 
Where hangs the steady wild-goat undismayed, * 
O'er beetling olifb where human foot ne'er strayed; 
Where, met in torrents of electric fire. 
The midnight spirits of the winds conspire. 
The wary seamen mark the sign with fear. 
And reef their canvas as aloof they steer; 
While bright, and brighter yet, the beaconed steep 
Glows with collecting fires, vast diamond of ihe^ deep. 

Then let me rove whefe Benmore's airy height 
Aspires stdl nearer to the realms of light: 
Chained to such rock, in drear Caucasian clime. 
Thy son, Japetus, gloried in his crime. 
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When on his brow fierce smote the angry levin. 

And nrand him roared th* artillery of hearen. 

Gigantic steep, what massy pillars form 

Thy breezy halls^ thy palace of the storm ; 

Waste, savage, wild, where not a blade of green 

With cheerful tint adorns the solemn scene* 

In vain the bee explores thy barren soil. 

There blooms no flower to pay the wanderer's toil ; 

But on thy fissured side, the Eagle proud 

His eyry builds, and nestles in the cloud. 

Those shattered rocks in waste terrific hurled 

Around thy base, rent columns of the world ; 

Thy splintery brow, deep-trenched through maoy an 

age. 
Beneath the thunder's dint, and whirlwind's rage. 
Stupendous wrecks, pre-eminently grand. 
Declare that power whose high Almighty hand 
Heaved thee from ocean. — Awe-struck as I gaze. 
My soul is lost in mute adoring praise. 
Since earth arose, majestic hast thou stood 
Enthroned in tranquil grandeur o'er the flood ; 



i 
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While states and empires grown to boundlMs svny. 
Have ivithered, drooped, and perished from the day. 
Thou loo shalt fall, though seeming to defy 
Th' eternal warfare of the wa and sky ; 
Arouad thy base shall Dissolution twine. 
And lime's sure vengeance to thy center mine ; 
The firm foundations of thy piers abrade. 
And level with the surge thy proud facade. 

Roused from his eyry see the Ea<;lc rise; 
With sounding ptjiion now he mounts the skies ; 
Bright, round his beak, electric glories play, 
tils eye-ball braves the sun's refulgent ray; 
Far-o'er the seas with level wing he skim*. 
Sports in the clouds, or through deep azure sv 
'Till near Cantire he wheel his rapid course. 
Or mid th' Eboda, with the lightning's 
Darts sudden down to pounce the trembling hare. 
Or from the sheph^i!^ rend his fleecy care... 
•-'Ill vain the I^^^Bfita hieJB||j|tEinue, 
Hen 
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On some high peak he tears the quiveriog spoil ; 

Or if subdued by hunger's rage, or toil. 

On some low quarry sent by chance he feed. 

The elf-shot heifer, or the carrion steed. 

Gorged, though unsated, when his wings are spread 

To mount the skiest their power to mount is fled. 

Ill-fated emblem of the sensual soul ! 

No more the clouds beneath his feet shall roll. 

Nor earth diminish from his piercing sight. 

As to the fount of day he wings his flight. 

He sees with dread dismay th' approaching swain. 

And tries again to rise, but tries in vain. 

Now see, by rustic hands, those pinions shorn. 

Whose speed was rapid as the beams of morn. 

And chains inglorious round those talons twined. 

Whose grasp the potent thunderbolt confined. 

Thus by the chains of sensual pleasure bound. 
The high-toned spirit, grovelling, licks the ground; 
Though destined far o'er earth's dull orb to soar. 
To mount with angels, and with saints adore* 



k 
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Lo ! where yon falcon seeks his feast of blood. 
While screaming fowls pursue him o'er the Qood ; 
A dastard race, the war of soaads they wage. 
And vent at dbtaDCe safe their idle rage. 
For should he turn, their fleetest « 
To shuQ his ire would scour th' aerial plain 
No servile bells bii rapid flight controul. 
No tare proclaims the bondage of his soul ; 
His clawB in blood unordered he ii 
And for himself the game of death purcues. 

With clam'rous din the hollow rocks resound, 
As (locks of sea-birds wheel iheir airy round ; 
Or, perching asiliey smoolhe the ruffled plui 
With rays of life the sombre cliffs il 
While all their notes in harmony combined. 
Swell tbc loud chorus of the sea and wind. 
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'Tis thine to arm tbeir wave-repelling chest, 
• To spread each prnion, and adc^rn each crest > 
Thou bid'st the saad-fark ob the beach prepare 
Aa httHible mansion for her tender care« 
While the bold Eagle, on yon cl^ afar. 
Soars to the stormi and braves tih* ethereal war. 



When louring clonds the ^istce of heaven o'ercast. 

What foresight wings the Petrel from the blast ? 
Steered ty what pilot from the Arctic steep. 
Hies to these seas the Herdsman of the deep ' 
What bids the strong-winged Barnacle explore 
Through wintry skies her path to Erin's shore ? 

Ye feathered tribes who dwell these clifis among. 
Unlike your brethren of the woodland song. 
Sure, unmolested in your rust-brown soil. 
Too poor for Envy, and too rough for Toil, 
Free and secure ye bide, nor see dismayed, 
The rustic plunderer e'er your rocks invade. 
Ah no ! for there will man, whose daring soul 
Would dive to hell, or climb the starry pole. 
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Pursue his upward, or his downward way. 
Fearless, and bold to make your haunts his prey. « 
Sec, o'er the moated steep the peasant bends. 
Eyes the dread gulf, and girt with ropes descends: 
Tremendous task ! for should the cord dispart. 
Cut by the crag, or from the mortise siartu 
Precipitate he falls with horrid shock. 
Tossed round and round, and pitched from rock to rock. 
— Nor perils less his dreadful path assail. 
If from below the ragged heights he scale — 
Tremble the senses — terror chains the breath. 
Chill flows the blood/ for one false step is death : 
Yet not with surer tread the wild goats climb 
Up Pleaskin's brow, or Benmore's clifls sublime. 
He sees a thousand pinions round him fly. 
And hears unmoved the wild discordant cry ; 
Cautious yet bold, each cranny he explores. 
Nor heeds the breeze^borne spray which far beneath 
him roars. 



Thou whose bold steps o'er those dread rampires stray» 
Bid heaven's winged agents guard thy dangerous way ; 
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But tremble if thy strieken ooBScience gro^n 
For T0W8 of brokea love, or guilt unknown. 
Lest the dark spirit of the slippery heath 
Hurl thee incautious on the rocks beneath. 

Where Rathlin braves the surge that round her rolls. 
With chalky bastions, and basaltic moles. 
Dwelt fair Blanaid, of poets* song the theme. 
Fair as the maid of every poet's dream. 
Tinged was her cheek with health's vermillion dye. 
And joy and beauty frolicked in her eye ; 
For every youth her subtle chains she wove^ 
And bound in fjptters of relentless love, • 
'Till UUin's arms prevailed, and Conrigh's blade 
Had widowed Jlathlin's towers, and won the maid. 

Of glory, grandeur, beauty's charms possess'd. 
What knight on earth was now like Conrigh bless'd ? 
More bless'd had fortune smiled not on his cause. 
Or given a omsort bound by honour's laws : 
For Ullin's prince by mighty love subdued. 
To Fionglass hi« secret path pursued. 
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And sought in safe disguise the lonely bowers. 
Where passed Blnnaid her solitary hours. 
And sighed, and wept, and with seducing art. 
Bade her receive his sceptre, throne, and heart. 
By love enthralled, or by ambition fired. 
Against her lord th' adulterous nife conspired : 
At dead of night a faithless vassal band. 
High in the turrets, lodged a flaming brand. 
And in the tumults of the purposed strife, 
A traitor's dagger stole her husband's life. 



Guilt sprBDg in terror from the murderous deed. 
And urged the trembling pair on wings of speed. 
To Ullin's shores — while o'er the warrior slain 
Ixing groups of mourners poured ihe funeral strain. 
And Fionglass through all its echoing shades. 
Heard the sad dole of youths, and weeping maids. 
But deepest flowed the bard's heavt-swclliug grief. 
For with a parent's love he loved the chief; 

dhc marked 'irilJi joy. 
The maaji 
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Had taoght his yooUi to bend the flexile bow> 
To wield the spear, and chase the mountain roe, 
'Till ripe for war, his soul to glory turned. 
Where the steel ravaged, and the conflict burned. 
Ofl as the aged sire his triumphs sang^ 
With double life the Harp's roused spirit rang; 
But now it pours in sad and mournful flow. 
From strings bedewed with tears, the dirge of woe. 



** Pale, pale, my son, how fade thy dreadful charms 
'' How nerveless lies the thunder of thy arms ! 
" Cold is the hand that ruled the maddening wheel, 
^ And cold the breast whose valour edged the steel ! 
" Dark, ruthless treason on his slumbers crept, 
'' And struck the dagger while the lion slept. 

*' O Conrigh, Conrigh, hadst thou pressed the plain, 
" Mid arms, and steeds, and reeking mounds of slain, 
*' But thus to feel th' assassin shaft of death, 
'' Winged through black midnight by a woman's breath! 
" Inglorious fall !^my life of life is fled, 
* With thine tbii withered heart lies cold and dead. 



i 
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*' Scathed by tbe fires of heaven, a trunk I stand, 
^' Branchless and lonely, on a waste of sand : 
** O why does heaven the rooted oak np-tear« 
'' But the old trunk, and useless sapling spare ? 
'^ Where was the bard, when sunk the warrior low, 
*' With faithful breast to ward the treacherous blow > 

" Dull through my veins life's languid currents roIU 
** Cold is the fire that once enflamed my soul ; 
" But yet one spark of righteous vengeance lives^ 
** High Duty claims it, and 'tis Friendship gives; 
" Lo ! Conrigh clothed in all his grim array, 
" tiooks from his cloud, and chides my long delay. 

" Yet, mighty spirit, yet one deed remains, 
''And then I join thee in yon argent plains. 
" Eternal Justice, now thy bolts prepare, 
«' And strike the rabid she- wolf in her lair. 
" Vales, woods, and streams of Fiopglass, adieu T 
'* Arise my soul — to Ullin — rise, pursue !'* 

Onward, indignant see the poet stride, 
A royal harp dependent at his side ; 
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Novf gleams wiih angry fire his tearful eye. 
Like liglilning flashing through a rainy sky ; 
More rapid now his hurrying step appears. 
Than suits the weakness of declining years; 
With patient toil o'er bog and moor he passed, 
"Till Dalriada's shores he viewed at last. 



A day of cheer bad Ullia'a prince proclaimed 
To all his nobles, and the day was named ; 
A hundred becvi;s, the best that grazed the plain. 
And bristly bears, and mountain deer were slain ; 
And knights, and lords, in bioidercd raiment proud. 
Before Blanaid their royal mistress bowed ; 
And wondering courtiers, as they gaily swore 
Such charms ne'er graced the land of green before. 
With no false praise seduced the captive ear, 
But once spake truth, and once were kaon-o sincere. 



Notr rose the fcasl, niid now the cup went rouni). 
And bards a hundred raised the festive sound : 
But who among them all so sweetly sings 
As that ati-ange bard who striki'S the sounding strings 



64 THt GIANTS' CAUSEWAY. 

Beside the Queen ? — How eager all admire 
His wild expreasioa, and his hand of fire ! 
E'en other bards, though not to wonder prone^ 
In listening to his song, forget their own. 

He sang the gallant deeds of warlike yotRh, 
The holy bliss of wedded love ^d truth. 
Of knight victorious on the listed plain. 
Of lover true by faithless mistress slain ; 
And through a melting tale poured all his art^ 
To touch the guilty fair one's conscious heart: 
And though with well-dissembling skill she tried 
The mixed emotions of her soul to hide. 
Oft as she met the bard's accusing look. 
Shame tinged her cheek, and rage her bosom shook* 

That night no slumber on her eyelid stole. 
For sad remorse sat heavy on her soul. 
And whilst in revelry, and wild delight. 
The prince and courtiers lengthened out the night. 
She mused retired — when on her startled ear. 
Burst the shrill piercing cry of sudden fear ; 
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Her aged nurse had shriek'd aloud to kc 
The shadowy spectre of the fell Banshee : 
A iiag ilefornieil of fairy size it seemed; 
Atji! wrung its liny hands, and faintly screanieJ, 
^Vhile on the topmost battlement it stood, 
or wot' prophetic lo Milesian blood. 



Next day forth summoned to the tented plain. 
In martial sports contend the n^yal train ; 
While fair Blanaid to soothe her sad alarms, 
Koved round the capes, and courted Nature's charms; 
Alas! what joy can Nature's charms impart. 
When guilt confounds, and conscience rivea the beart ? 
The wary bard, by chance or fate, had seen 
The lonely wanderings of the troubled queen. 
And marked the barrier where, in pen»i»c mood. 
Perhaps repentant of her crime, she stood : 
Her snow-wliile vestments waved with sinuous How 
O'er the tremendous gulf that yawned below ; 
Futl-orbed arose her bosom's downy swell. 
Wooed by the amorous breeze her IrCHses full. 
And from her swimming eyes voluptuous blue. 
Rolled many a precious drop of crystal dew. 
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Thus high-iarcliarged with tears of venial shower. 
On Moie proud terrace,bends the stately flo^fcr. 
Till the chill rustling of the bleak North-west 
Shake them in ice-drops from its fragraiit bieiit. 



Majestic beauty ! could thy potent charm 
Melt frozen age, or stem resolye disarm. 
Then had the bard to ruth his soul inclined. 
And cursed the dreadful act his thought desigasd; 
But mightier Friendship's mandate had decreed, 
Th' adulterous wife for Conrigh slain should bleed. 

Ere slow suspicion touched the courtiere' breast. 
The bard approached, and thus the queen addressed : 
'' Alas, fond wretch ! and darest thou hope to prore 
*' The honours of a throne, the bliss of love ? 
" Behold thy murdered husband's spectre wave 
" His beckoning hand, and call thee to the grave : 
'* To flee essay not— earth's united bands 
'' In vain would snatch thee from these vengeful hands.'' 

^Stay, stay, rash bard ! thy soul let pity bend. 
Angels of mercy here your wings extend ! 



V 

» 



THE giants' causeway. 
Ah me ! no angeta from deslruction guard, 

;enhi£pen tliis is guilt's reward." 



Seized in his Ueaih-grasp hangs the struggliug fair. 
As he dives headlong down ih' abyss of air. — 
— The sea-fowl, startled by the rushing sound. 
Saw their iota limbs from rock to rock rebound; 
And u they plunged tho roaring waves among, 
Raised their shrill notes, and screamed the funeral 
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BOOK THIRD. 



Sublime Lvckxtius ! thou whose daring pa.ge 
Ereathes the high spirit of th'AlheniaQ sage. 
With whom high-soaring to the cause of things, 
Thy soul quafled deep the muse's hidden spring!) ; 
Come lo these capes that brave the northern gale. 
And bid, as ihou ncrt wont, blue ocean hail. 
Come, hear with me, the big tumultuous wave* 
Bursting like thunder through a thousand cavu. 
And see the bark which blackening tempests urge. 
Side o'er the hillsuf foam, and me^t the boisterous 
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Thrice happy he, whose truth-illu mined soal 
With Science wanders through the boundless whole ; 
No angry fiends of night her skies deform. 
Or round her roll the lightning and the storm ; 
Where'er she turns, to earth, or hearen, she tecs 
The real heralds of dirine decrees. 
Now plunging downward, see her urge her flight 
Through the dark realms of chaos and of night ; 
Now mid the zones, she spreads her wings afar. 
Soars to the sun, and visits every star. 
And scanning Nature's universal laws. 

Mounts from the second to th' eternal cause. 



Ilere^ by o'erhanging rocks^ where Danger keeps 
His dreary watch-tower trembling o'er the deeps, 
Th* adventurous muse's anxious thoughts explore 
What power of Nature formed the pillared shore. 
Here, hapless Hamilton, lamented name ! 
To fire volcanic traced the curious frame. 
And, as his soul, by sportive fancy's aid. 
Up to the fount of time's long current strayed. 
Far round these rocks he saw fierce craters boil. 
And torrent lavas flood the riven soil : 
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Saw van^uiahed Occaa from hia bounds re tirei 
And hailed tbe wonders of creatiTe Fire. 



Fide, nublest element that Nature wield». 
In earth, and air, aod empyrean fields; 
'Tix thine to feed the golden tamp of Jay, 
To fix the bounds ofstern Attraction's sway. 
To gi*e the wandering orbs repulsive force. 
And guide the wheels of Nature in their course: 
Tliine loo to fructify tbe germs of earlhi 
Clothe the green sivard, and give all creatures birtli, 
Tobiealhe life, luve, and rapture through the breeze, 
DissoWe the icy poles, and roll the purple seat. 



Fire, mighty power, in many a clime adoml 
As Bcal, Ph(£bus, and creation's Lord, 
Armed by ihy might see man resistless reign 
Lord of the brute, the mouutaiu, and the main: 
UnwL'aried element, in thee unite 
All beauty, colour, heat, and cheering light. 
Light', sacred ellluence from the blest abode. 
Fairest, best image of all-bounieuut God, 
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Rapid as thought thy emanations glide. 
Of all material things to spirit most allied ; 
In vest like thine, so pure, so heavenly clear. 
Shall man, disrobed of flesh, at last appear. 
Raised from the earth, and equalled to thy sphere* 

Heralds of nature, ye whose wondrous art 
Can light and heat, a wedded pair, dispart. 
And o'er the plain, with magick skill, diffuse 
One radiant beam in seven resplendent hues ; 
Or to a point condense die scattered rays. 
Whose force more potent than the furnace blaze. 
As Bre the wax, each stubborn ore commands. 
And bursts the diamond^s adamantine bands ; 
Say, to what orb those mighty torrents run, 
Which issue ceaseless from the golden sun ; 
If, in th' expanse they waste their rapid force. 
Or haste like rivers to their parent source; 
And, in the vortex of their circling tide. 
Around the fount of day the planets guide ? 
Say, are the forky bolt's electric flame. 
The fires of earth, and solar beam the same ? 
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In every clime before the muse's eyes, 
Wbat steps of fire; wb»t smoking hills arise! 
Lo! Cotopaxi from his fiery ibrone. 
With rapid blazes lights the burning zone ; 
Id realms of frpM the drear Kamchatka glows; 
Fuego hisses in coeval snows ; 
Yet fires more frequent rise where summer smile* 
Uq India's beauteous galaxy of isles. 
Where Banda's nutmeg groves the air perfume, 
Or rich Manilla's groves of cotton bloom ; 
From east to west volcanic torrents rati, 
Gird the vast globe, and glow at either pole. 

Has Erin too once felt the torrid pest ^— 
Its records live deep graven on her breast; 
And lime has been, when spread her valei aiid wood«. 
Where now blue ocean rolls unfalliomed floods; 
A land tvberc Nature wore her sweetest smile. 
To Plato known, and named th' Atlantic isle, 
Till mining fires, or earthquake's awful might 
Sunk half it* peopled slates in endless night. 
The far Ebudoj, scattered though they stand, , 

Once with her confines forfned coiitinuoui land ; 



L 
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And through calm seas, the swain yet Tiews with 

dread 
The space between, with towers and cities spread* 

Creative fancy^ then whose mirror bright 
Gives past and future to th' enraptured sigh^ 
And bids each distant scene arise ponrtrayed^ 
In all its native hues of light and shade ; 
Give me to view, from this basaltic pile. 
Huge Etna's caves, and Hecla's flaming isle ; 
How fierce, how wide their fires tremendous glow. 
What fans their rage, and whence their lavas flow. 



What fiery whirlwinds raging to the sky ! 
What glowing rocks in long projectiles fly ! 
O'er fields of ice red lavas urge their way ; 
In nine-fold strength the scalding Geysers play ; 
Swoln by a thousand congregating rills. 
Rolls the deep snow- flood down the smoking hills; 
And hark ! the Skrida thundering to the plain. 
With all its serried glaciers roars amain» 
Whelming the flocks — ^Unhappy shepherds spring* 
Vam is your speed without the lightning's wing : 
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Fire, water, frost, in horrid strife rebel. 
And realize th' enthusiast's dreams of hell. 



In Heclfl these. — High-throned above the storm. 
Thy genius, JEtna, lifU hia awful form ; 
Beneath his view extends a boundless scene; 
Eingdomijand isles, and ocean's glassy green; 
Three aones distinct his various realm enfold. 
Deep snowB, and vernal flowers, and groves of gold : 
Now wrapt in douds his giant port he bides. 
And shakes with dreadful peaU the mountain sides, 
'Till through exploding cliffa Uie lava sweeps ; 
Rapid, resistless, blazing down the steeps. 
Onward it comes — the crackling forests bend. 
Towers, villas, cities, from their base descend, 
Mett in the mass, and with the torrent blend. 
The dust of desolation loads the air. 
And crashing domes re-echo with despair; 
Where now, Catania, are thy myrtle bowers. 
Thy purple vineyards, and thy fields of flowert. 
Thy sons, thy daughters ? all deep-smouldering spread 
Beneath th' unsparing lava's smoking bed. 
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Not with less ruin, on the blasted plain^ 
See fell Vesuvius showers of cinders ram ; 
Sach horrid shower on Sodom's towers accurst^ 
Of wasting fire, and livid brimstone burst. 
Deep» deep beneath, entombed the valley lies. 
O'er lofty spires the arid billows rise. 
And a new soil mounts nearer to the skies. 
Fair bloomed the vine o'er where Pompeia lay, 
'Till peasants' hands revealed it to the day; 
What scenes then burst upon the wondering sight ? 
A city old revealed to modern light ! 
Thus saved through ages from severer doomt 
From all the plagues and swords that wasted Rome, 
And time's destroying rage — its ancient frame. 
Its pictures, fanes and statues still the same ! 
Thy chambers, death, stood thickly ranged around. 
And many a corse adust bestrewed the ground ; 
There timid youth, and manhood's noble pride. 
And helpless age, and woman's beauty died ; 
There as she clasped her infant to her breast, 
Th' affrighted mother shrieked^ and tunk to rost. 
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Oft as the burning coae the heavem euihroudi. 
With pumice showers, and cineritious cloudt. 
Winged with what speed the trembling natives fly. 
Fear in their steps, distraction in their eye ; 
Sons, Diotben, daughters — nbereso'er they turn. 
Sinks the loose soil, the sulphurous cinders burn. 
And deadly vapours mingling in the strife 
Arrest their speed, and close the gates of life. 

But mark the sage — no fears his soul ammy. 
He sees the retf els of the storm with joy ; 
As Nature's ptiest, the goddess hails from far, 
\Vhile wrapt iu volleying 0ame she wakes tbe war; 
The tiery whirlwinds that arouod him roll. 
Shoot but congenial grandeur to his soul. 



Through fear-winged fleets that lly the rocking shore, 
Verona's Rage directs his adverse prore ; 
Though dark around condensing vapours lour. 
And the deck smokes beneath ibe glowing shower. 
With quick-enquiring eye serene he stands, 
Ar though tbe tempest owned his guidmg hands : 
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So stands the chief in sclf-coUected might. 

Whose soul penrades, and rules the ranks of fight. 

Ah ! why so daring ? — Will the crater's rage 

Relent in pity, and respect thy age ? 

Already round thee floats its noxious breath ; 

Martyr of Naturt: ! 'tis the air of death. 

Yet glorious b thy fall on Nature's shrine. 
How blest, how envied is a fate like thine ! 
, Immortal glories crown the sage's brow. 
Virtue's best meed, the muse's sacred bough. 
Who dares, like Spalding, dive beneath the main. 
Or with De Rozibe mount th' ethereal plain; 
Or who, like Richmav, aiming to command. 
And grasp the forky lightning in his hand. 
Invites with Semslb the Thunderer's fire^ 
And in the worship that he pays, expires. 

Scenes yet more dire arrest the muse's view. 
Where earthquake wastes the climes of rich Peru. 

Tremendous agent of th' eternal might. 
Dark, silent, secret, in the realms of night. 
Unheard, unseen, he plans his dread designs. 
Scoops all his rocks, and labours all his mines. 
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Now awful stillness reigns, as Nature lay 
Entranced in woe, aiitl feared her final day; 
Quivers ibe foliage where na zephyr roves. 
And beasts aad birds cower trembling in the groref ; 
Man too stands shuddering with unwonted fear ; 
IJtrangc sounds appal, aud boding signs appear ; 
In earth's dark caves terrific thunders roll, 
Peal bursts on peal and seems to rend the pole: 
Now rocks the furrowed ground, dim meteors glarCf 
The severing ocean lays bJs channels bare ; 
Huge Andes bows — the world's long bulwarks nod. 
And humbled nature feels the arm of God. 
WUat now is man with all his boasted powers, 
Ui« castled rocks, his pyramids and towers? 
Down, down the gulf his sapped foundations fait. 
Camps, fleets, and cities — Kuin whelms them all ! 
And Ocean tolls his wild infuriate flood, 
Where Calloa's towers this moment glittering stood. 

Such quick destruction by ih' Eternal tent. 
The old foundations of lerne rent ; 
The bursting shores in diead explosion pealed. 
And from their rooted base the mountains reeled ; 



I 
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While RathliD^ severed with tremendoot roar. 
Three leagues of ocean from her parent shorej 
Saw tides conflicting wildly rush between 
Her soathem limits^ and the land of green. 



Thus, if aright, the philoiophic iiage 
Read the dark records of creation's page. 
From Gallia's strand did ocean's rushing tide 
The chalky clifis of Albion erst divide ; 
Thus earthquake's fury from Ausonia tore 
The sounding caverns of Trinacria's shore; 
And Europe saw where great Alcides' hand 
Fiz'd the proud limits of Hesperian land, 
Th' Atlantic floods their feeble barriers cleave. 
And o'er the plain a whelming deluge heave. 
Where now the mid-land billows court the gales» 
And Afric's sands disjoin from Europe's vales. 

Calm midst the horrors of the rueful scene. 
Majestic Nature sat, and smiled serene. 
Planned on the reeling shores her fair designs. 
And built her future palaces and shrines. — 
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— From teeming craters, gushing dense and strong 
The black basaltic deluge pours along, 
O'ertops the chalky clifTs, the valley fills, 
fiiads the loose soil, and linka the severed hills. 
Here the red torreDti by the rapid shock 
OrTrigid waters, changed to pillared rock; 
Or petit in cave* till thrilled by tardy cold. 
Shot into colamns of gigantic mould. 
Thus in the chymic vase, attraction's law 
liidg each fine atom kindred atoms draw ; 
Close and more close the orouding aeedit combine, 
Till crystal forms in fair arrangement shine. 
For all the various forms which nature breedi 
Spring from the union of organic seeds. 
Which, by attraction, form their compound frame. 
In shape, in nature, and in laws the same : 
Hence, in fair crystals falls the flaky snow. 
And hence the facets of the diamond glow. 



Now round these capes a holy calmness reigns, 
But still the pristine stamp of fire remoint. 
Struck OQ each pillared promontory's headj 
And in the iron oxyd's vermeil bed. 
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The muse beholds it in the mine profound. 
And sees volcanic scorioe strew the ground. 

Yet fiercer flames shall round these cllffii aspire, 
^hen heaven has kindled nature's funeral pyre ; 
The rocks, the hills, the earth shall fade away. 
Like a thin vapour in the orient ray : 
Virtue alone shall lift her changeless form. 
And spring to heaven triumphant o'er the storm. 
Or, if thy genius, Whiston, right divined. 
Earth's ponderous orb by torturing fires refined. 
And changed through all its dark opacous mas^ 
Shall roll through heaven a globe of purest glass. 
Heaven's image fair reflected on its breast^ 
Formed for th' abode of saints, and spirits of the bleai'd 

Now see how other hands this Mole design. 
With plastic skill, beneath the raging brine. 
Neptunian Kirwan, green leme's pride. 
And he the sage of Freybourg by his side, 
I^ by the seer inspired, whose raptured eyes 
First saw the heavens and earth from chaos risa 



THE GIANTS' CAUSEWAY. 
In the vast deluge form the fabrlck dense, 
Aod with creation thus the theme commence. 



At first from chaos, when th' almighty king 
Bade earth and order, light and beauty spring ; 
Light robed the heavens, and glittering to the ana 
With poles erect the rounded planet spun ; 
Perennial spring adorned the hill and wood. 
And heaven's eternal word pronounced them good. 
Life with the shelly tribes its course began. 
Thence rose to insect, bird, and beast, and man ; 
Bank upon rank in fair gradation joined, 
'Till linked to heaven by the chain of mind. 
Then, blei^ed was man, as saints in worlds above. 
For earth was paradise, uid life was love ; 
'Till cursed ambition, of infernal birth. 
Breathed her contagious poison o'er the earth ; 
Seized by the pest, man grasped the hottile blade. 
And murder then, as now, became a trade — 
Crime fallows crime, aod smokes of carnage ri^e 
Keeking in purple Totumei to the ikiei. 
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" No more my spirit/' cried th' Almighty Lord^ 
Earth trembling heard th' irrevocable word^ 
^ With graceless man an endless conflict wagej 
*< Be loose ye torrents^ let ]>estruction rage/ 






Hearen's dreaded agents on the torrents sweeps 
Plunge down, and rive the barriers of the deep ; 
Rouse into ra{[e each congregating tide. 
And thrust the axis of the globe aside. 
Earth to her centre strange commotion feels. 
And rent and shattered in her orbit reels; 
So reels the bark, when o'er her groaning mast, $^ 
The liquid mountain rolls before the blast ; 
Above, below, th' encreasing deluge roars. 
Streams burst their banks, and oceans rive their shores. 
Dismayed, appalled, in vain would man retreat, 
Th' avenging billows croud around his feet; 
He climbs the pine, the rock, or high-peaked hill. 
But swifter fate remorseless follows still ; 
Wider and wider yet the deluge spreads^ 
O'ertops the cliffs, and beats the mountain heads ; 
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Now hs fierce rage insatiate ewallon-a all. 
And drives, resistleu, round the shoreless ball : 
One bark alone, the womb of nations, lidea, 
Sy heaven made buoyant o'er the whelming tidei. 



Tlien tossed the earth, a chaos rude and vast. 
Till o'er its face the brooding spirit passed. 
And bade the mantling elements enrobe 
The granite nucleus oftlie fractured globe. 
Then deep beneath, the chalky strata spread. 
Pressed by a ponderous, dark, basaltic bed : 
Hence, mingled lie the earth's aod ocean's soils, 
And arctic regions teem with eastern spoils : 
On Erin's moors the wondering peasants rear 
Th' enormous antlers of the stranger deer; 
Hence, shells in rock lo ore transmuted shine. 
Hence, in lilicious spires long ^rpents tnine ; 
The dotted urchin's studs the clifls adorn. 
And blue basalt is stamped with Amnion's horn. 



Now ceased the din of waters waste and wild 
And heaven from azure skies relenting smiled : 
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Bent in the cloocb the bow of peace b sees 
Swift vid btcezonreep tbc floods Mttne; 
IJkt hit* energcM to cclesUal air, 
O'Mtmtfc «ra*(3 tbe moaotMii WfN Mmd tare ;- 

Lo«vr, »uJ luvier yvt die Soodi descend. 
Now radiy ihores ia limioiu gnodenr bead ; 
Thtvitti'luperBctbe Lord of day retvrn^ 
llirbnglnoiDg glory od the planet bams; 
KlfVer the deep the gilded blaads gleanjrfl 
Erin ipukles in the beam. 



Iifc» cable paste each maisba&altic lay 
Soiaolh, solid, deep, and smoking to the day. 
Till (mote by lummer's Bun, and winter's wind, 
III joiDted cdttimns, groups on groups comlraned. 
Here raisetl cvect, majestic o'er the brine, 
'lliiito vtiTTed to beauty's cver-varyiog line, 
'I li'! mom disHTering shrunk: — hence lUurloch's traiik 1 
01 huge artillery pointing to the main ; 
(iiganlic battery ! — Hence tbe capes of ]>oon. 
Curved like the watry how, or crescent moon ; 
While Boosliald bcholils her pillared cone. 
Like uld Alcinous' bark transformed to alone. 
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Thus buiit, thus modeUed, Dalriada's sides 
Resist the heaTCns, the whirlwinds, aod the tides; 
As years on years in lime'fl wide orbit wheel. 
They dread no change, and no abrasion feel. 



Druids of scier 



;, to the 



ledisclos 



Fi'Om what vast source th' o'erwhelming deluge rose : 

Did swathing clouds the watry pest sustaio, 

Or earth, till then, in hollow sphere contain i 

Or some dire cornel, high surcharged with harm. 

Hurled through th' eclipiie by th' Eternal arm. 

Shower from his twisted locks the torrent strong 

Of big destruction, as he rolled along ; 

Ye too unfold how water's chymic power 

Dissolved the fabric in that awful hour; 

When sunk the strata, what prevailing cause 

Deposed them adverse to attraction's laws ? 

Say whence light sand-ston« to the centre strove. 

While dense basalt in grandeur towered above ? 

O thai the light of some celestial ray 

Would touch my soul and clear these doubts away '. 



I 
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ToDriiiiii't 



Hk Mfdb iorad piaoi ■ 

PoBiAg Mv iflttrc flA tke 

Whik^ at inspired by kn 

Leapt o'er tke hoUow globe's cppoM^ b«r« 

ABd dowBwaid wfaeeUBg tbroogk tbe dread 
Saw Nature feated «n ber bnruag tbraae; 
lie taogbt that ceatial fires op-bea?cd tbe caith 
From ocean's deptbi^ and gave tbcie wo ad e ta birth. 



''In raio,'* the age began. « wobM hui pretend 
To trace of things the origin and end ; 
What thonght hat fathomed the abym of time ? 
When bloomed his yonth, and when began his prime ?: 
Through eodlest cycles Natore livet the same. 
In o^ean, earth, and heayen'i resplendent frame; 



THE GIANTS* CAUSEWAY. fl 

Here are the honours of perennial youth. 
Of stable grandeur, and unvarying truth; 
If wasting years her various forms consume. 
Again they thrive in renovated bloom ; 
Changed, not destroyed, they seek another moald. 
And netv creatiooR triumph o'er the old. 
Hound the faira trunk, see giant forests rise ; 
In one small seed the germ of navies lies; 
Life follows death, as death succeeds to life, 
Perpetual circle of harmonious strife. 



"Ere those tall ctifli beheld the orient sun. 
Earth round her poles with other aspect spun. 
Till through the lapse of long levolving age. 
The dash of ocean and the tempest's rage. 
Her yielding frame by slow corrosion wore. 
And to the deep's uiifathomed channels bore ; 
Where soon the searching fires that ever glow. 
Far in the centre of the world below. 
Shot through th' incumbent waste ; while ocean's flood. 
Enormous depth, with ponderous pressure stood. 
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Like thick-ribbed ke, or more impenrioiis gUni, 

Locking in grasp ao dote the molten maas. 
That no fine yaponr thence coold wing its fli^^ 

And rise^ •oft'bubbling to the boome of light. 

« 

" Then, close condensed were Ocean's shelly spoO^ 
O'er granite, porphry, and the schistose aoik^ 
And ranged concentric ronnd their nndena lay. 
Till time once more recalled them to the day. 

'* With what tremendous force, aerial powers, 
• Once did ye rage in subterraneous bowers. 
When roused by torturing fires from all your cayes. 
Ye swept the glowing lava's sulphurous wayes; 
Ye then beheld the thundering waters pass 
Through wide rent gulfs, and changed to instant gas ; 
Struggling for vent again they upward roll. 
And burst their narrow bounds from pole to pole. 
'Twas nature's throe, and from the labouring frame> 
The solid strata, midst encircling flam^ 
Severed and torn, their serried peaks uprearedj 
And o'er the foamy surge the new-formed land ap- 
peared. 
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" How bold and craggy rose each mountaJD form. 
To brave the heavens, the lightning, and the storm! 
Arched o'er hell's gulf their strong foundation spreads. 
While azare skies surround their hoary headB. 
Where horrid glaciers cast a dismal shade. 
And wildly roars unseen the fierce cascade ; 
Bleak, dense, immoveable ! — for many an age 
On their rived front has burst the thunder's rage ; 
E'en now the capping force of Time tbey feel. 
Again pre-doomed down ruin's gulf to reel. 
With all their granite rocks, and cliili of steel. 

" Then, floods of Inva, with impetuous for:;e. 
From central regions urged their upvrard course : 
As from the heart propelled, the blood distiU 
Through man's fair structure, by meandering rilli. 
So forced through many a rent, and opening pore. 
From earth's vaat cauldrons gushed each fluid ore ; 
Then spread o'er Dalriada's northern side. 
Through chalky cliffs, a deep basaltic tide; 
Prismatic here the ocean's ire it braves. 
But towers amorphous on the hill of cares } 
Thick studded o'er with zeolitic stars, 
Drusy, or glittering with refulgent spars j 
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Tlien msDy a carefB* cell, mod grot profoond, 
Sbw beauteous crystals dioot their walls around^ 
And crerjr metal, eanh, and air condense. 
To form Uie qmrj cnbe, tbe rliomb, and lens. 

^ Soon as the new-formed world beheM the day. 
It felt the roining toach of slow decay ; 
The floods retreating, all resistance mode ; 
Plow throogh the Tales, and cat the chamielied rodB» 
Thos with creation, rain's steps comme n ce; 
Thos death is mingled with the nascent ena; 
lime deem not tardy, thoogfa a thoasand year^ 
To sense onchanged the moantain rock appeait; 
A tboQsand yean to time's eternal race. 
Are bat an instant, as a point to space. 

Bat hark ! that crash — again more load it roars. 
And loader yet — it shi^Ks the trembling shores^ 
As if th' infiiriate spirit of the blast. 
Trod down the cli A in anger as he pased ; 
The fierce colfinon fires th' horizon roand^ 
With heedless fear the rapid wild goats boaod^ 
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The miaer iMuing from the quarrie's gloom. 
Thinks with dismay 'tis now the hour of doom. 



•' 'Tis Beiimore, struck by time's destroying mice. 
Crashing in thunder from hia mouldering ba^. 
Thus by degrees shall Erin'a shores decay. 
Sink her proud cHQj, her bills dissolve away. 
The soil where Holland's fertile gardens blow. 
Once strewed the mountains capt with Alpine snow; 
On Abyssinian hills, redundant Nile 
Once saw the Delta's beauteous landscapes smile. 
Lo ! every storm thai sweeps the crumbling bill. 
And every chower, and cataract, and rill. 
And every wave that climbs tbe beetjing sleep. 
Abrades the rocks, and bears them to the deep. 
But from the mighty waste dues nature's band. 
Working unseen, prepare the future land; 
Again her central fires shall fiercely glow. 
And heave new mountains from the depths beloiv_i 
Her plastic care o'eriakes the waster's rage. 
And builds new worlds on worlds from age to age. 
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'^ Ye fair-haired wanderers of the ddes sablime^ 
For erer roll, nor fear the iteps of tim^ 
For shoald he reach yoa on ih' ethereal way. 
And shade the glories that aroand yon play. 
Yet brighter lustre shall your fonus illomey 
Yet fairer glow yonr renovating bloom. 
Immortal Newton ! throned abore the spheres^ 
ThoQ now can'st tell how Tain are human fears ; 
E'en thy great soul its powers expanding feels; 
And hails with joy the light that Truth rereab. 
Recants thy errors in creation's plan. 
And smiles, an angel, at the doubts of man ! 
Tbo' orbs on orbs in leswnfng gyres adrance, 
MarkM are the limits of the mystic dance ; 
In narrower now, and now in wider rouodik 
Wheel their bright globes, but ne'er o*6rleap their 

bounds ; 
Yet should whole systems upon systems fell. 
And one tremendous ruin threaten all, 
'Tis change, not death; for in more beauteous skies. 
New suns would kindle, and new systems rise ; 
Then roll ye orbs, in youth eternal roll. 
For in ye dwells a self-creating soul." 
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Thus taught the sage, and thus in bumble rhymi 
The muse essays to clothe the theme sublime : 
Blest should her Anuehsoh the strain regard. 
Friend of the lyre, and guardian of the bard; 
Thou, formed by heaTen, to act the critic's part, 
Withirulh, taste, judgitaent, and a feeling heart; 
I see, I see poetic shades descend 
To hail thee patron, father, guide and friend ; 
And from their laurelled heads a bough entwine, 
To see it bloom with fresher grace on thine ! 



I 



Now low descending in th' Atlantic waves. 
His yellow locks ilie liay'a bright regent lavea ; 
The lenglh'ning shadows of the burnished steep. 
Shoot down the vales, or tremble on the deep ^ 
The fisher's skilT, smooth-gliding round the shores. 
Displays like bars of gold her glancing oars ; 
The curlew's whistle echoes o'er the strand, 
And shrill- piped sea-larks print the yielding sand ; 
Now from his kiln the wearied swain retires, 
Kich with the produce of his .lea-weed Eires; 
Slow up the cliff he winds his homeward way. 
Yet tunu, full eft, to view the sun's departing ray. 
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AD-powerfal Nutufc ! hovr io ercrj a^e. 
Thy channs deiigbt tlie peaaat aad the fl^e ! 
Parent of all, or norcl, giaiid or fiur. 
What bomn owns not thy parental 
Feels not thy infloeace raptnroai and 
And yields ^Kmtaiieoas homage at thy shiiiK ? 

Now fair inTesting all the forms of Ikingi^ 
Wide o'er the scene her tints grey Ev'ttiiig flings 
Giyes to the somhre cli£& a darker fame. 
And robes the monntains in a deeper Uoe. 
And see where Hesper, pilot star of loif?» 
Majestic moTes throogh yoo fair fields abore. 
With silvery light her crystal tresses teeniy 
And playful lostres o'er the waters gleaa* 
So shines in glory, lorely yet soblime^ 
The bright Ascbndaxt of onr northern clinie^ 
Antrim's fair dame^ when on her native diore. 
Land of her great heroic sires of yore# 
She rays the beams of ancient splendour wide. 
And lights her halts of hospitable pride; 
Attempering soft in one hannonioos whok^ 
The woman's softness with the heroe's sonl^ 
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That sweet enchantment which all hearts 
Mildneis with power, and dignity with ease. 
Oft may thy presence. Lady, grace the isle. 
Cheer thy fair glens, and make thy mountains smile. 
And as yun planet, (rom its argent way. 
On these bleak clifls reflects the tide of day ; 
5u thou. Illustrious, shed these shores arouJid, 
The softened virtues of thy sires renowned; 
Truth's open spirit, gen'rous thirst of fame, 
The patriot soul, and honour's sacred flame. 



Sweet Contemplation, be this hour thy own. 
To guide aloft thy " fiery-wheeled throne." 
While beats the heart, transported with the view. 
While starts the tear to fond devotion true. 
Muse on the waya of him, tb' almighty king. 
Who bade for thee such boundless glories spring. 
See how o'er all, eternal order reigns. 
In earth, and ocean, and the starry plains ; 
How the fierce warring elements fulfil 
God's wise decrees, and good eiluce from ill. 
Revenge, ambition, faction and the sword. 
And man's blind ira aboil praise the righteous Lord; 
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The phrophet's purposed curse with blessiDgB 
From present woe perennial comfort streams; 
Taught by Miafortune's hard but useful rod. 
See humbled pride adore the pardoning God ; 
And at the shrine which pampered Affluence spnrnS/ 
The sack-clothed sinner with devotion buroa. 

What impious science bade the poet stray, 
NVith the blest Nine, through folly's godless way. 
Him who with sweet and noble frenzy sang 
That all from brute unconscious matter sprang ? 
Oh ! impotence of reason, blind and vain. 

How grew such folly in a sage's brain ? 
See as he lifts his soaring thoughts on high. 
And heaven's bright glories meet his raptured eye. 
Struck with what awe th' admiring peasant stands^ 
Bows to hi^ God, and spreads his suppliant hands: 
And shall the sage, in impious error brave. 
Question that power, which power to question gave ? 
The thought that only doubts, in folly blind. 
Itself confutes, for mind must spring from mind. 
Yes, one great cause formed this amazing scene;. 
Fired every star, and spread yon blue serene; 
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Bade round the heart, life's ruddy current roll. 
And breathed thro' moulded clay the thiakiog soul. 
In every wing tbat cubi th' aerial tide*, 
la erery (in that through the ocean glidest 
la every shell that studs the sea-beat strand, 
And bud and flower which western gales expand. 
Such beauty mingles with such reach of thougbtf 
As nought, save power divine, could e'ec have 

wrought ; 
He, only He, with wisdom'i store* replete. 
He in whose essence all perfections meet. 
E'en these bleak rocks deep stablished in the briae. 
Declare the sovereign architect divine ; 
His is the storm, the whirlwind, and the shower. 
The blazing lightning, and the thunder's power. — 
When Pate, in darkness stalks her dismal round. 
When oceans whelm, and earthtiuakes rock the ground, 
Tis he who sends the dread destroyer fottlij 
Speeds the wet South, and drives ihe freezing North, 
Who treads the surge, the bolts' swift vengeance flings 
And waikt upon the tempest's sounding wings, 
Chained down to eanh, or rapt to heaven abroad. 
In all we see an unmipresent God ; 



I 



And 



WUe Nattre's deTioas wikk bt 

Tcadi Me to love ihee, booov, aod 

In thco lo kafl Ibe aoiontiag sool, 

TTtat feci^ supp of ts , adocni» periadce lite whaim ; 

Tlmo first great cause wlieBce all cre atki ^priags^ 

The world's joit mler and tile king of kingSL 

Tboogh bigh thoo reiga'st, aDboaoded mmI alone, 

Tbe Lord of worlds oq worlds to maa mikiiowii, 

Tet not a flower its boaom can onMd, 

Whh perfame rich, or diademed with gold. 

No not a blade that decks the Temal green. 

No, not a nod in ocean rolls unseen 

By thee Omniscient ! — ^Be this troth impressed 

l^ith firm devotion on thy votary's breast. 
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Then should the earth in wild disorder nn. 

Or ni^ht prlmeTal seize the golden lun, 

Ko wayward Teat my stedfast soul nhall harm. 

My hope diminish, or my fallh disarm. 

But as tlie eagle that exulting soars 

Beyond her eyry, when Ihe whirlwind roars. 

And o'er the lightnings that beneath her play. 

Spreads her broad pinions to the blaze of day; 

So shall the soul o'er death's dominion rise. 

And mount in glory to her kindred skies; 

Unchained from earth, escaped her dun^on'a gloara^ 

To live and flourish in immortal bloom. 




NOTES. 
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Note I. p. 3. 
The eek9a •/ tky htmdred cava» 

The name of the county of Antrim is prokaUy deri- 
▼ed from Tir an tnamy the land of caves. Thes* abound 
every whfre along the coast, and in all its various stra- 
ta. Tlius, they penetrate the amorphous basalt of the Care- 
hill, and the Gobbins, the red ochre of Cushendally the 
pudding stone of Cushendun, and the limestone of Lame, 
Ballintoy, and Dunluce. Some of these caves, parti- 
cularly those of Cushendun and Ballintoy, are dry and 
roomy, affording th^ fishermen comfortable accommoda- 
tion for building their boats, and keeping tbem during 
winter. Grace Staples' cave, between Ballycastle and Ken- 
ban, is remarkable for the coiumnarity of its sides, in 
which particular it resembles Fingal's cave in the island 
of Sta^ The cave of Pc^rt Coon, at the Giant's Cause- 
way, u celebrated for its fine echo, continually resound- 
ing to the dash of the waves. But no cave on the coait 
of Antrim can vie in grandeur with that of Dunkerry, 
betweto Port C6on, and the Bush-foot-strand. It is acces- 
sible only from the ocean, between two mund ridges of 
jet-black rock. lu lofty dome and sides are overspread 
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wilh a covering of green rontervx. which lug^tu the !d» . 
Oat it might have been icoapfd out of lohd emerald. A 
crinnon zone of marbe plaati, five or sii feet in breadth, 
above the lurface of the water, turruunds and adurni it. 
The Client of lhi> cave has not been aicertained, at boaii 
are prevented from penetrating to iti ciircmiiy by the con- 
traction of ill lidet ioto a verif narrow cleft, tlirough which 
the wavei are beud rolliog to a cootidcTable dttiance. Sc* 

Dr. Ogilby ingeniouily iuppdtei that cave* are formed 
in many instancei, by the matter of whin dykes having 
been impeded at the time of deposition by the contiguity 
of the original fitsuret, which ibe dykes now oecupy. He 
obierved aeveral cava on the coast of Antrim roofed with 
thai particular •conformation of basalt knowo by the name 
of whindjkei. 

Note II. p. 5. 

As lAtngA lir magU hani 

Of itmi Hrnlta* fyfii, b'(. 
This idea wu tugpsled by the following lines in a ma? 
nuscript poem of the Rev. IL Boyd, the Icaioed tran>1alor 

The welkin frowned, yet on Ihe placid face 
Of the still main the mountain thadoni lay, 
Ai if tome airy pencil dcigacd to trace 
Their giant features on the gloomy bay. 

Mote III. p. 6. 
Sai DjIriaJa; ■uiU reitamlU ihtri. 
Cairhre Riada, son of Conaire the lecond, kiqg of Ire* 
land, gave hii name to the four lower baronici of the cuuQiy 
of Antrim, commonly called the Route. A colony under 
the commatid of this prince, emigrated to Argyleihire in 
Scotland, and settled in > Dal, or district, wluch still re- 

" Duce Reuda de Hiberoia progresu, vcl amlcilia, vcl fer- 
ro, libimet inter cm scdet, quu bactcnut babeni, vendica- 
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nmt : m quo vidcficet dace, osqtie hodie, 

tor : DaQi Ungin cuiuni Dal puteoi iq||iinciL 

C I. 

Daleiada If the appeOatioo adopted in the poem Ibr Ar 
coantj of Antrim ingencraL 

Mou IV. p. lOL 
Xl«» DMA mmi Sm^f^c 
Beep to the roots of hdl the gathered beach 
They faitfDed, and the mole iwmmie wioofiht on 
Over the foaming deep high-arched, a bridce 
Of length prodigtoiw, joining to the wall 
Immoveable of this now fenceless world* 
Forfeit to death, from hence a passage biondy ^ 
Smooth, easy, inoffensive down to heU. 

Paradise lAMt, Book la 
Note V. p. 11. 

When frtt U Staffas ctroenui jkcres tity cohw 
Fingal's cave in the bland of Staffa has been described 
with such accuracy and taste by Sir Joseph Banks, that 
any attempt at 'forther description would be perikm to |he 
writer, and to the reader superfluous. He hat, bowerer, 
omitted one remarkable circumstance, which is its mn aical 
echo... a circumstance the more curious, at it probably gave a 
name to the cave, UmgA ua khimy signifying the flHisical gratto,* 
being corrupted into Ua^ ma Fw, to fiivonr Biacplieraon*s 
imposture. 

Mr. Pennant has fallen into a strange error, and incorre^ 
ness of expresiion ; whei^ he says, in his reference to Sir J. 
Banks* description, tliat StaiTa is a genuine mass of basaltes, 
or Gianu' Causeway, but in most rupccts superior to the Irish 
M grandeur. Had he contented himself with saying that 
Fingal's cave excels in regularity of structure, any cave oo 
the coast of Antrim, he might have obtained crediL But 
to assert that the grandeur of Staflk vrill bear any cooipa* 
rison with the scenery of the Giants' Causeway and its neigbn 



* See the scientific geography of PinkertoD. 
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i* H> eitrivagant, ihit any one who repcait it, 
aaj be fairly tuipccled of having never made boih place* 
the ob)ecti of contemplaiion. The whole extent of Slaffa ia 
•carcely a mile in length, and not half tliat ipacc ia breadth, 
and it» grealest elevation doet not eiceed 128 feet. What 
ii (hit cornpared lo ihe grand range of promontorie* froin 
Port Nailer to Benfote; an undulating line of coait, eilend- 
iDg upward! of three milo, and riting in totae placet, ai at 
Pleaakin, to an cleralioa of nearly 400 feet, pretenting. In 
a continued leriet of temidrcular bayi, in lu tpganlic col- 
oiuiBdei.aDd the fantudc variety d( in rocki, the uujit magni- 
ficent and ultparallcled •cencry* 

If, iq the grand feature! of lublimity, Staffa tinlu below 
comparitoD wicb the Antrim ctuut, it is alio greatly inferior 
buili in variety and beauty. It hu been juitljr obierved by 
Hamilton tltal "the beK •pecimeui of pillari at SialTa, are 
not comparable to iboie of the Uianti' Cauieway, in ncatnen 
of form, or tingularily of ariiciilatioo." 

Note VL p. 13. 
Tirl Jajt Itria UU m 0£t Uui liry ul/. 
"Every ninth laonth the Scandinavian! repealed a deteita- 
ble ceremony of human sacriCcci, which Utted nine day*, 
on each of which they itnmolaied nine of their fellow-crca- 
turei. ITie altan of thcie tragediet were campoted of targv 
•tonea, which neither the ravagei of time, nor the ical of 
the fini convert! to Chriatianity, have been altogether able 
to dejtroy. Sioneheoge wai probably one of them. For the 
Britoni, a! well ai all the Celli, llaliani, Carthaginiani, Pha- 
niciani, and in !hon, all the nations we read of iti £urop> 
and Alia, lie under the opprobrium of the aaine aboniinable aod 
bloody practice." 

The machinery of the Scandinavian mythology, here em- 
ployed, if juitified by the luppouiion that the Danc! intro- 
duced their religioui rite* into Ireland and the Hebride*. 
The Crotnlcehi and large cjrctei of itonei and earth lO fie- 
quent in Ireland, are luppoted by many to be the renuioi 
U ih* Scandinavian lupeiititioii. Micpherion wu awir* of 
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bridp » the nia-bow. To pi.e f «m. the 

mg by it iiitD hcsvcn, it was comcantiy gnarded by die 

Hcandai, whom it wai impnwihii to sorpriar; fidrtfae 

had fTven him dw fiKoity of i^MpnV ™>'* iiffctij 

bird^ asdof dxacoverin^ objectB by dvpor aifiB;^ 

the dnrmcr of a hondred leafsoL He had 

fiie> dut he coold hear die very fra« groe 

OW9, and die wool aa die baeka of die ahecpL Tie 

lues« or Vallcjriiiy, were icrvantaof Odm. TliciraH 

■lies OnuerB of die daiiL They were m— n»rf on swift 

hoTBci, widi drawn fwonb in didr hands, and in die thran^ 

of faacde, tdected wueh as were drfinrd to dasflBsr, aod 

eoodocted dkea to ValhaHa.** 

Sec SoilrraAi view of Hacnrc.The £dda..«Aad matt fe» 
Ofay's fatal Snters. 

Note Vn. p. 16. 

frith hiftoriaiM, long before die names of Fixi^ and BCacw 
pherion were trcx heard ol, coold gxre an exact 
Ukd gtuoAogy of our rcaowned bard. Fia Mac Cumhal 



NOTES TO BOOK FIRST. 



Ill 



■CT, 31 Micpbrrioii reprwenii hi* Iftto, ih* king of Mar- 
Tfn, in Scolland, but gcaeril of itie Fiona Biritmn, under 
Conruc, gnndfOn ot Conn, of (he huDdred baiilei. Hii toa 
OiuD, equally dUtiuguiahfd foT valour and ponical geniu), 
btcame the chief of the clan oa Boiiklne. He headed the 
Fiona Eirionn in a revoll againtt Carbrp-Liffeachair, monarch 
of Ireland. In ibe diuitroui balil* of Gabhra, hit iba Ot- 
car fril bjr the hand of the monarch, who wa* lumtelf idain. 
Oiiin. one of the few who eicaped, it it taid, became blind, 
and lUTvived liJI ihe arrival of St. Patrick, with whom he 
held frequent conTertatioDi retpeclia|; Chrittianily. But no 
credit i> to be given lo a suppotiiion, founded only on lome 
mookjth legendi, which would make the yetrt of the hoary 
bard double the three generations of Neitor. There ii not 
a ungle poem extant, which can be clearly traced to Oisin. 
•* Scotland canoat produce any Ijleraty monument, written be- 
fore [he tenth or eleventh century. IVIicpherion himielf say* 
that the monki of the abbey of Hy, founded by an Irittunan, 
in the liith century, were the only periODt within the ter- 
rilorio of the Scot*, who could record rventi, of coune 
the»e powni mu« have been prcwrved, if preterved they 
were, from the third to (he liith century, by orsl tradi- 
tion." Crcdat Judiui Apelb. Caitipbell'i St:-iclurM 

on Ihe Literary and Eccleuaisical Hiitory of Ireland. 

The reauning* of Dr. Johnson on ihi* nibject, might 
have been deemed conclunTC. Every lucceeding inveatigation 
terra to corroborate their truth. The reiult of Dr. Young'* 
inquiry, (and who hai been a more candid inquirer than Dr. 
Voung) i* well known, and the quotion conceniing the for- 
gery of Macphnton'* Cento*, nolwithilandisg the laie at- 
tempt* to impoie certain iraaihitioni from the £ngliih Oiiiui 
into Erie, at original*, on the Gaelic tociety in Edinburgh, ia 
lot ever decided. 

See a tnott eicelleot dinertation on thii lubjecl by Mr. 
Laiog, anncied to hi) biatory of Scotland. 
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Ndm VHL p. 17. 

4b Ikr %lt C>T^ rM Ik mrAmf-m. 

Tb* oatn^ ia a ladl Um c w i p «i t il of wntlec, nl 
«M«nd wiik bidM. TiMM boKi arc MiU w^plofcd Mihi 

■ fcniii n'TT-'r^ Valbnccy loavka dM i^ woe 

ia mm &(b «■ Wntcn mxm m the lUft Sm Lmb^ 



Tba bM ik> i«ark «kh iptab oT •iMghmf Kk; 
Sacb vcthe ftaMi Tann Uaen kwnr, 

OaaKb, WBcicbbnn^Oal.alfai^lrfl^. 



- il »i '* .' .>^ J 



TTittin. —1 If Th< p«M ^^NBtf|^pi«Ui«'>f UU- 



J bir like a 



^^K lb kar the glot- 
"~'-"^— of the 




^^Owch, whoK 
p^medoTDrir- 
^^iaco (he foi^ 
lg^ Iboia prerail- 

^M >**i>' '''>''< '1 
, ^cirilj. The de< 
itfScollant!, with 
flrftoblwof Ult. 
^J^tb, whom Ihey 
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b«ld in high ntimarioD, mad; a lurcmful ipfiUcalion la Con> 
covar, to allow them ro mum totheir native couniry. But 
the ireacherouj king, thotigfi he hud givm two hjjiagei for 
iheir •ecurity, put diem ro the iword, and had Deirdre ear. 
ried (0 hii court. The two honagei, Feargut and Couloio- 
giot, justljr exasperated ai the perSdj of Ccnicovar, levied 
iroopi, and look a dcipcraie and bluod;r re'enge. Deirdre ^ 
remaintng inconaotabte lor ber belored Naoii, Concnvar do- 
lermined thai ihe ihoald become the wife of the officer who 
bad Blain her huiband. But from thii new calamity the 
uciped by a lucky ipriog fom her eharioi, by which iha 
tenoiiuced at once her mflerrngi and her life. 



The author it inrnrmed thai there ii a cave on the coaM 
of Cantire, called DeiidreV cave; and a none erected in a 
Geld near linnoor, in die county of Antrim, ii laid to mailc 
the grave of the Clan na Unneach. On ibe (ummit of Knock- 
laid itindi a caim, . called kd-k im imir, or ihe cairn of the 
diree, but of what ihr^, tradition doei not record. The 
rock named Craig an Uhmaih, at Bcnmore, point] out the 
place where Uuneach wai drowned. 
Note X. p. 18, 
Or pvH Tima, u Hu Saiin ttnU, 
Prrstd llu tta ttmftr af VUaaa'i iimri. 
The following character of Hugh O'Nlal, the fiunoii* 
caH of Tyrone, ii abridged from a note in Ciuni>bcll't 
Strlctum on the Ecclaiajlical and Litrrary Hinory of Ire- 

" Thii citraordinuy man wai an illegitimate branch of that 
ri^yal ili^ck, which had jupplied the throne of Ireland with 
nuoy raouarchi. He wai bred up under the bett muten in 
England, and received with bvour at the court of Elizabeth. 
Having obtained a command of men in Ireland ; he took care 
to imtrucl them in the art of war, and without appearing to 
encreaie the number of hit troopi, hi wu alwayi diimisnn;;, 
and altachiiig to hit penon, the old toldieri whom he had 
formed, and gathering tecruitt to learn the tactical eierciie. 
At the houie of O'Nial had alwayi proved refractory to Eng- 
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U*^ .;«iv«rtiiMni» the i(Mcn thought ic good policy to 'mfot 

riUii^i «iilt itw «*H«iMB ui' Tycooc, a* a countcrpoue totbe 
iwlVioK^ sn liw 'nipdauKx blood. Tbe horixoo of 0*NiiI'i 
MiHH;»ott .M<« Jiqiitt ai wMicn; ho looked dowo open ^ 

«Lv*4a«, tw^ >£ ^wauA rvdMT be Q'Kal of CImot. thaokoy 

MMWAir^ yf >f«B ^ %dnw .10 'Aponod VHK Oil llllkri tftf UmI 
••^^ m >««cM .'A '^MOng )fei CHtio OC ID^Bma^t^^t ^t • I 

bi» iBiiii wisradf 

dbehcMiof a 

vuhhif ovA 

k the DHMfof 
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I— „ >* ■uacnr iixracred laif i^^^ 
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Vote XI. p. 18. 

Or 5wnUMy, /nm lomdyghn „ kill, 
Pmr^ ihra,gh lit mani^lfift hirfibrtcl ihrill. 
Toward) ihe middle of ihe siileeath century, [he Mjc 
DonnelU, trom Ar^leshire, nublJthed themielvei \a ihc 
norlh of Ireland. Alexander Mac Donnel!, for hit lerricc* 
agaiiul [he Scoii, wai prcseiKed by the earl of Sujiet with 
a gold swurd, and iilvcr gilt gpura; »nd hnd ihv monas^ 
tery of Glen^rm, and the landi lielon^ng ihirelo, granted 
him.* He aim laid claim to [he esiatci of the Mac Quil- 
Luu, and had hit claimi ratified by James [he £rst. Th* 
DUmerout quarreli which ensued between the Mac Quillam 
and Mac Donnelli, were finally decided at the battle of 

Sourtebuoy, i- e. Charles (he awarihy, ion of Aleiander 
Mac Donnell, and a daughter of Mac Cane, wa> lealed 
3( Duoluce, and during ihe rebellicn of Sbaae O'Nei), wai 
taken prisaoer, and confined by him, unlil enlarged, in or- 
der to procure [be aitintaDcc of hii brother Aterander, and 
the Scott under hit command, to wilbeland the lord depu- 
ty Sidney. The Scott went to O'Neil't camp, on pretencs 
of assiiting him, but In revenge of former injuries, hewed him 
and hit followers to piccei. A. D. Ij67. 

July 4, I5G9, Sourlcbuoy being encamped at Margy, near 
Ballycastle, iriih tome well-armed Highlandert, wai attack- 
ed by Edward Mac Quillan, whom he repulied, and obliged 
to retreat, with [he low of one of hii brotheri, and a number 
of men. Sourlebuoy now became [he asiailant, and in a i^ 
cODd batllc, fought al the head of Glenthesk, slew another 
of the Mac Quillani, and forced their army [o retreat to- 
wardi Aura, Here they wete joined by Charlei O'Nwl of 
Claneboy, and Hugh Mac Phelemy Roe O'Neil, from Ty- 
rone, who, being rileemed an able grnrral, wa> entnutcd 
with the command of the forces. Sourlebuoy being also re- 
ioforced, dclermined on a battle, and marching to the war< 
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Uke mutic of four Highland pipes commenced the attack. Bat 
he was wonted in this engagement, and had to .lament the fidl 
of three of his bravest officers. 

0*Neil had expected a considerable number of men to joiii 
his standard, and had they arrived, he might have obtained a 
decisive victory. But two of his servants, one of them a Hi^^ 
lynH piper, named O'Kain, whom he had charged with misooo- 
duct, deserted to the enemy, and represented the advantages 
of attacking 0*Neil, before his succours approached. 0*Kata 
proposed to go in the character of a tnessenger from O'Neill 
camp, to inform the commander of the expected reinforce* 
ment, that his services were not required, as Sourlebuoj had 
been already defeated. The ^wary chieftain a^^roved this 
advice, and laid a stratagem for the defeat of his enemj^ 
which was attended with complete success. He collected a 
number of women on Drimidder, a mountainous ridge in view 
of O'Neil's men, or, as is more probable, he arrayed some 
of bis men in female attire, either to irritate 0*Neil by aa 
expression of contempt, or to inspire the idea that his men 
were in a state of disorder, and might be easily subdued. 
0*Neil was heard to boast that he would sootl go and dis- 
perse the female camp. This happened on the day previous to 
the battle. During the night, Sourlebuoy employed his men 
in digging up rushes, which he laid carefully across a bog, near 
the intended scene of action, forming a narrow path, over 
which a line of infantry might pass' securely, and^o artifidallv 
constructed, that the enemy might mistake them for the natn* 
ral produce of the soiL 

On the morning of July IS, 1569, Sourlebuoy being join- 
ed by a number of allies, under the command of Hi^ Mac 
Aulay, from the Glynns, sent out a detachment of his men, 
with two officers, and as many Highland pipers, to provo^ 
the enemj to action. He had, at the same time,, appointed a 
number of men, women, and boys, armed with lon^ polet, 
under Hying colours, to appear at a distance advancing jn form 
of a military reinforcement 0*Neil determined to commence 
the attack, before this supposed reinforcement could join Sour- 
lebuoy. In the confidence of vietgry he said «< the Highland- 
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tnvnll not be > breakfau for uk" Oae Mac nimoflc in hii 
camp replied, " Take care they don'l be your supper." " Thai 
ihej will hqi," Biid O'Ncil, " even with your aninmce, you 
Buddaugli, and you nuj' go over to them if you will." ThU 
iuHilt cool him hit life ; for, according to (lie observuioo o( 
Plutarch, the generality of caen, are more apt U> reioii a coh- 
lenipluoua word, ihao an unjuK aftion. Mac Illmoyle dnerN 
ed duriug the conAict, and cut duvm O'Neil in ibe retreat, 
Sourlebuoy's men being near the iMtiom of the hill, iheir fire 
did great eiecutioti, while that of bii enemy being ill-directed 
from above, had but little effect. O'Neil leeiug his men fall, 
commandeil the cavalry to charge. Sourlcbnoy did not aua- 
tain the attack, but retreated over the bug by the nub path 
which he had previouily conilructed. Tbe boriemen taiMj 
puriued, and being engulfed, and tied lo their laddlet, accord- 
ing to tlie cuttom of the age, were quickly dispatched. D'Ndl, 
accompanied by a faithful lemat, fled, but thty were overta- 
ken and dain. The cairru of both are ttill to be wen, where 
they fell, oti gteiit Aura. After this victory, Sourlebuoy wai 
invited, with all hit men, by the Mac Aulayt of the Clynni, lo 
dine on ibc S. E. tide of Troitan- They feasted four dap, 
and erected a cairn, which it (till known by ihc name of Caa- 
lin SourLebuoy. 

After the defeat, Mac Quillan'i men were cnlirdy diiper- 
ud, and he tumiclf Hught refuge in an island of LoughJkiclb 
Coll Doetiagapple, and Owen Gu Magee, two of Svurlebuoy'* 
couiint, cast lots, to decide who of them should swim tu 
■he iiland, and attack him, at dd boat could be procured. 
The lot fell on Magee, and he twam to the island, carrying hli 
(word in his teeth; and after a well-trontoted battle, cutoff 
Mac Quillan's head, anil ihns tenninated the wars of tbeu 
two -liyii ctuu. 

Charles O'Neil wai slain by a Highlander whom he insulted, 
and buried under a cajio, known by the name of Cruik na Dhu- 
tne, near Cushcodan. 

Old Edward Mac Quillan, having lost liis esLaics, and hi* 
three sons became blind with grief. But lO the course of a 
year, having recovered the sight of sne eye, be wenl to Lon- 
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don, dnd made s representBtioii of liis oiiifbltttfitt to tbt 
king, and received, in recompence of Ms lost terriuny, a 
of the barony of Innishowen, which he foolfshly es 
with Sir John Chichester, for a small estate intb« neigfabcmtw 
hood of Ballymena. Frogality never f ormfed the chancCeristie 
of an Irish chief. B. Oge Mac Qiaillan sold his estate to one of 
the Chichesters ; the money was soon spent, aadtb^fiunfljr of 
the Mac Quillans extinguished.* 

In 1573, Sourlebuoy was made a free denizen of Irelaodt 
and sworn to be a true subject. But he seems to have al- 
ways felt uneasy under the British yoke. The fallowing an* 
ecdote, preserved by tradition, will illustrate the character 
of this haughty and high-spirited chieftain. When the Uu 
ters patent from England, confirming his title to his estates, 
arrived at Duqluce, he ordered a large fire to be kindled, 
and drawing his sword^ cut the parchment in pieces, and 
flung it into the flames, declaring, *< that the iands which he 
had won by the sword, should never be held by a sheep- 
skin." In 1575, he assaulted the garrison of Carrickfergus, 
slew captain Baker with his lieutenant, forty soldiers, and 
some inhabitants ; and though forced to retire, and come to 
terms of submission, we find him again in arms, in 1584, 
assisted by a numerous body of auxiliaries from the islet, 
and determined to hold the Route and the Glymu by force. 
During the prosecution of the war, now levied against the 
English, the following singfuiar contest took place between 
Alexander, the son of Sourlebuoy, and Captain Merry- 
man. 

** Alexander being a daring young fellow, and a good 
swordsman, showed himself at the head of his men, and cal- 
led for Merryman to answer him in single combat; which 
fi Gallinglasse (standing on the outside of the English, say* 
ing he was the man,) accepted. They encounter, and A- 
lexander's target being at the first blowe by the Gollinglaste 
axe beaten to his head, was astonished] but tocm rtcouer* 
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lag hinuclfc, got within llie other, aod vith liu aword, 
cleft hi! bead, to ai he \t!t htm for dead, which Merrymaq 
■Ming, who wu DOC far off, cntt Aleiandcr, so as wJih 
(word and car^l (he^ held for a fewe blow< and a ^od 
fight; but Alexander being Mire hurt by the Captaine on 
the legge, withdrew, and got himielf out of the field, to ease 
and dresie hit wound.*" 

Merrfmau bad little honaur in a virlorj which he Hole 
bj wounding in the leg, contrary to the law of Am>, an 
antagonijl weakened by a prcvioui conflict. After the re- 
treat of his men, Alexander endeavoured lo conceil him- 
lelf uoder a coveriog of turf and hurdlei. But being found 
out, hit head was itrucic oIF, and m upoti a pole, at the 
castle of Dublin. Sourlebuo^ having gone thither to imt 
with the deputy, wu deiired by one of the courtien tu 
behold [he ghastly visage of hii ion. To tlui ruthless lod in- 
tuiting speech, the chief replied with guH iiidignaticn and 
unbroken tpirit, "my ton hath many heads." But whaicra- 
projecli he might itill plan for the tupport of his indeprn^ 
deece, he wai finally obliged to submit. Sir John Perrol 
baving taken bit caitle of Dunluce, with all hit islands and 
lOHgtu, prevailed on him to sue tar protection, aud he 
wa> accordingly rettored to her Majetly'i favour.f He 

Some of the priodpal Eacu recorded in this note, are extrac- 
ted from two well authcuticaiid manuBcriptii obligingly com- 
municated by Dr. Mc. DonnelL 

Note Xll. p. I a. 
Nine It tit h,^b, if iUii pMuIrd sluJ^, 
Ht uu Ihi jfci-.v Afain tii^k pry iLdi. 
The beughi, commooly known by the name of the Gobfaii J 
hcugb, from Gii, the mouth, &■> promootory, andiajii • 



* Ooiemmeai of ueland, under Sir Jobo Ferrot. Edit. 
London, le^. 

t Lodge's peerage. 
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craggy dtclivity, are a long ridge of prependicular rock, abtet 
aOO feet high, forming the N. £. boundary of the peninsula 
of Magee. There are two castles in this peninsula, castle Chi- 
chester, near the isthmus, and the other, now a ruin, op- 
posite Port Muck. There are also several cromlechs, or dm- 
idical altars ; and at the £. Side of Brown's bay, a large stone 
called the Giant's cradle, so nicely balanced, that a small force 
will p^f it into motion, though the utmost itrength of many 
men could not overturn it. In times of remote antiquity, this 
stone mi^t have been employed as a ptoper instrument to imi- 
pose on the credulity of an ignorant and superstitious people. 

«It was usual with the Egyptians," according to Mr. Bryant, 
** with much labour to place one vast stone upon another, for 
a religious memorial ; the stones thus placed, they poised o& 
centimes so equally, that they were afitctcd with the least 
external force, nay, a breath of wind would sometimes make 
them vibrate." 

The story alluded to iii the poem, by poetical licence, and 
in conformity to vulgar tradition, is, that a number of Ro^ 
man Catholics, in the rebellion of 1641, were precipitated 
over the Gobbins. Monro, the commander of some Scotch 
puritans in the garrison of Carrickfbrgus, is said to have been 
the perpetrator of this atrocity, and the cliffs are still shown to 
the eye of fancy, distained with the blood of the unhappy vic- 
tims. Some of our late historians have alledged that not fewer 
than SOOO persons suffered in that disgraceful transaction, ft 
is, however, with pleasure, that the author finds it in his 
power to expose an exaggeration so extravagant. It appears 
from a minute and faithful examination of the depositions lod- 
ged in Trinity CoUege, by the very relations of those who 
suffered, that not more than thirty persons, (not thirty fa- 
milies, as Dr. Leland supposes,) were put to death, and not by 
precipitation over the Gobbins, but in their own houses. The 
cause assigned for an atrocity sufficiently enormous, without the 
aid of exaggeration, was revenge for some outrages committed 
against the protestants in a neighbouring district. This shock- 
ing transaction took place in Jtanary 164S; the rebellion com- 
atnced October 1641. But notwifhitaading, it has beeii Ute- 
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I7 uMited in Plowden's Hiuor^, and ClareDdun quoted u au- 
ihority, thai il preceded the rebellion. Clarendoa aueni tb* 
veryrevenie. "The rebellion," layibc, "broke out, without io 
much 11 (he leut pretence of a quarrel, or hoitiliiy ai much ii 
apprehended by the protettaot)." 

Parij ipiril, fear, haired, and other paitioni alwayi aggr*- 
*ate. The criinct committed both by proteiiaoti and caiti»> 1 
Gel during ibe rebellion of 1641, have beeo delineated ir 
ourt the most odioui, and ihapeii the oioit ditguJtiag. EvcB^ j 
the philoiophrcal historian, Hume, has luffereit himself to be- J 
come the dupe of impautinn, in adopting ai facta the > 
menu of prejudire and mifrepreseniation ; and on no occuioa 
U he more eloquent ihao in hit highly coloured and ertoaeoua 
dcKription of the rebellion of 1641. That many alrocv- 
liCi were committed by both parties, though not a fourth 
part of the number alledged, ji unhappily loo true. But 
it would be wise (o give way to the natural effect of time, in 
drawing a veil over ihem, and adopt a mutual ipirit of coao- 

Nole Xm. p. 19. 

HmU,falrMIfaU,rlUiU 

■• Mr. George Walker, so justly famous for hii defenc 
Derry, (when Lundey, the governor, would have surrendered , 
i( 10 King James,) wai bom of English parents, in the county 
of Tyrone, and educated in the university of Glasgow ; he wa» 
afterwards rector of Donoughraore, not many miles from the 
city of Londonderry, Upon [he revolution, he raised a rep- 
raenl for the defence of the protestants ; and upon intelligence 
of King James having 3 design to besiege Londonderry, retired 
thither, being at last chosen governor of it. After the raising. 
of that siege, he came to England, where he was most grati- 
ously received by their Majesties, and on the I9lh November, . 
1G89, received the thank* of the house of commons, haviD|[. 
just before published an account of that siege, and had > , 
pment of £S0OQ. He was created D. D. by the university ot 
Olford, on SCih February, 1690, on his return to Ireland, 
whir* h« mi killed the beginning of July, ai the panagt of 
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the Boyne, hxmg resolTed to terve thait campiigii, bdbnr lie 
took po wew aon of hu Bithoprick. Birch. 

•«The flesh of horact, dogi, and yennin, hides, ullow and 
other nauseoui subttancesi were purchased at extravagant pri* 
CCS, and eagerlj devoured. £ven such miserable rcMtircei 
bog III to fail, and ilo means of sustenance could b» found. 
§or more than two days. Still the languid and gfaastl j cronda 
littcned to the exhortatioiit of Walker ; still he assured t|ien& 
fnm the pulpit that the Ahnigfaty woukl grant them a deliver- 
aaeei While their miada were yet warm with this harangue, 
^■ life re d withaUthe eameataess of a man inspired, they di»> 
covered tfatee ships in the lough, making way to die town. On 
thase interesting^ objecu^ both the garrison and the besicgert 
fied their eyes in all the eagerness of suspense and expec- 
tation. The enemies, from their battery, from their muske- 
try, thundered furiously oo these ships. Which returned their 
five with spirit. The foremost of th« victuaUers struck raj^ 
idly against the boom,* and broke it, but, rebounding with 
violence, ran aground. The enemy burst instantly into shouta 
of joy, and prepared to board her; on the crouded walls, 
the garrison stood stupifled by despair. The vessel ficed her 
guns, was extricated by the shock, and floated. She passed 
the boom, and was followed by her cofflpamoot. Th^tdwB 
was refieved, and the eniemy retired.** 

LtLAirai 

Note XT7, p. 19. 
Thty ptitrtd tkdr ra£aace m Jermet pUAu* 

That hsartktig flouvlthtd i« Irelaad, when the reit of £u- 
lepe WIS immersed ia igBonmee and barbarity, is a- truib 
mpported by ifidabitabie authoiityi •> The tetllmoBy of jkda 



• «' 



To prevent supplies by water, the enemy had stretch- 
ad Jrom two |»pposite forts, a boom across the Foyle, formed 
of Mroag. timber, joiiied by iron chainst and ftrengthaned b/ 
thick cablet.** 
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II tuqncnioDahl*, that about the middle of ihe (evenlh ten. 
tuiy, in tbc daji of the veocrable ptelaies, Fiaiaa aad Coit- 
inui, maDj nablei, uidocher orderi of ihc ADglo-Saioiu, re- 
tired from iheic own country into Ireland, either for inairuc- 

cr diidpUne, and that the Scot), a> he ttiles [he [ri>h, maia- 
lained Ihem, uuglii them, and furnished them with booki, 
without fee or reward." "A tnost honounble leiiimoiiy," (ay* 
Ixwd Lyttleton, ■' not only to the learning, but likewite lo the 
bounty and hotpit^ity of that nation. A •^mflui of Foreign- 
en to a retired iiiand, at a time when Europe waa in igno- 
rance and eonfuiioii, ga.ve peculiar lunre to that km of lean- 
ing j nor is it improbable or lurpriiing, that seven thoutanj 
MudenEi xudied at A(nuig1i, agreeably to the aiKouaii of 
Irish writers, though the seminary of Armagh wai but oov 
of the numerous colleges erected in irrlaud." 

■' But the laboun of the Irisli clergy were not confinod 
to their own country. Their misiionariei were sent to tb* 
continent. Tbey convened heathens ; (hey confirmed belieT» 
crt; they erected convents j they ettahlithed schools of learn- 
ing ; they taught iho use of letters to the Saioos and Nor. " 
maas; they convened the PIcts by the preaching of CoU 
umkill, one of their renowned ecclesiastics. Burgundy, Ceri 
many, and other councries received their instruciioni, and 
Europe confessed the superior knowledge, the piety, the seal, 
Ihe purity of the Island of Saints." 

Note XV. p, SO. 

YH milk rrgrrt kl mimtry/-i rUratt 

Th Img-tuI itim-ri'/lirlMiu/iil raa. 
Keating informs us that the h^itesians brought iota trelui4 
a nuisician and a poet, both eminent in tbrir respectiTe ani. 
Each of the Milesian leaders, Heber and Heremon, was anxi- 
ous to retain them in his train, and they agreed to decid* 
their claims by lot. The musician fell to Heber, and tlit pOM 
to Heremon. The former communicated a taste for muaie to 
the Snuthern, and the latter a lave of poetry id the northeni 
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psrt o( unt MBBidf A oMmcDOn wnic ii| 
tflltlusdsy. 

Tbe Budt were iinrerted widi pecoHar priril^iet, ind held 
in die tngfaat cMimatioQ bj the kingB and noUet of bciaiid* 
They were freed Cram all taxet and cootribotloot ; their 
iKNnea were rUfttnrA nnctnaries, and their penom lacud, ; 
badi and rcreniiet were conferred on them ; and m •dditinn 
to theirttated abrj, thej recei t ed a liberal reward for each 
of their poetical compoanoos. Cairbre Mute* a pott in tbe 
reign of OiDiol Olnm, was rewarded with a prcMntof the two 
dittrictt of Ormond for an ingcnioat panegjiic on hii prince. 
Tliiswas thegpldenageof the Irish Bards. 

Similar honours were conferred on their poets by d the 
northern nations. The Scalds of Denmark, Norway, and 
Sweden, were hdd in the highest estimation both bj their 
princes and the people. ** Harald Harfagar placed ^hcm a* 
boreaU the o^^cersof his court. Many princes entrusted dwai, 
lioth in peace ind war, with commissions of the utmost im- 
portance. They were rewarded with magnificent prcsenta, 
f(dden rings, glittering arms, and ridiappareL lnaword,the 
poetic art was held in such estimaticm, that great lords, and 
cren kings, did not disdain to cultivate it widi the utmost psins 



The honours and immnnitiei of tl^ Irish Bards haying ad- 
ded gready to their numbers, they became a burden to tike 
peqple obliged to support them. Every poet of the irst raink 
had thirty of inferior note as his attendants ; and every one of 
secondary rank fifteen. Tlie influence of the crown had to be 
repeatedly exercised to repress their insolence, and four times 
they were in danger of being banished, or pi|t to death. Un- 
der Connor Macneasa, ki|ig of Ulster, the people had formed 
a determinatiop to banish them, bpt by the interference of the 
king, they were allowed seven years of probauon. putin^ 
that time they r^dered themselves less obnoxious to the 
people, ax4 the persecudon ceased. The princes of Ulster 



• M«U€t*i Northern Antiquideii 
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ver* alwsyi their avowrd palroni and advocata. Rachad, 
the d^att of thai province, uved ihcm from a lecood peric- 
cution, and kindly CDtErlainHl (bem for a whole year. A 
(bird time ihe^t were saved from baniibmeal by MaolchaUu 
another prince of Ul.ier. 

Unlaugbi by experience, ibey became in llie reign of Aodb, I 
or Hugh, A, D. 558, a greater grievance lo ihe people than 
fore, aud indulged their loiolence lo luch a pitch (hat ihey dB> i 
manded the golden bodkiu, which fattened the royal robes, 
j«w«l of lingular virtue, and of hereditary right inalienaUa ^ 
from the king. Thii demand provoked the moiiirch, a 
be lummoaed a council of hii noblei (o Dromceat, to put 
a Jaw tor their luppreuion. The timely inlereeiiion ofCollum- 
Kill mollified the king, and ii vrai agreed that the college of tW 
poeti should be refomed, not luppreued, and thai the kin^, 
and every provincial prince, and lord of a Cantred should reiwa 
one poet, to record the eiploili and genealogy of his funily. 
The Bard had to attend his patron to the field of battle, and 
hit harp was not leu necessary [oammite the spirit of the con- 
flict, than the rude music of Ihe bag-pipe it) mure modern timet. 
" The ode composed for the occasion was called Rosg Catha, 
the eye of battle. Number* of these odes are yet preserved. 
Many are beautiful, animating, and teem evidently by tbair 
mouure to have been set to martial music.*" 

The Bards alto sang the Caoine or funeral dirge of tlaui 
warriors, and at the grand feast of Samliuin, or the moon, re- 
' died sacred odei, at, it is probable, they did alto at the gtand 
fettivaJs of fieal Tinn^, and Lugnasa, when fires were kindled, 
and sacrifices alFered on every hill throughout the island, to 
Beal or the Sun, the grand object of national worship. By 
■heir itraina (bey regulated the moveoienti of the Rinkey or 
ffiartial dance, and perliaps borea diitiuguiihrd part in the sa- 
cred dance, in which, according to tome of our antiquaries, the 
Dmids " obterved the revolutloni of Ihe year, by dancing a- 
bout our round lowert." 
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Spenser has given hit twtimony in ijtmmr of ib^. 
aeriu of the Bards* oompoaitioDs; and thongh the eottid 
them only through the cokdmedinm of tianslatian, be 
ledges ** that they s av o ured of sweet wit, and good ia v^ Mii l P » 
and were sprinkled with some pretty flowres-of their ■*•■■■*" 
device which gave good gnceand comlinesse-unto than." At 
the same time he laments, and it is to be feared too jiiatly> tb>t 
they prostituted their powers of song to the service of vice. 
Instead of unitisig in their own peraons, as their predcecHora 
had done, the character of historian, judge, poet,|dulQto|iber» 
and the instructor of youth, they made the lioentioos Mad 
hiwleas the objects of their panegyric, and so 4«r tamiB* 
atructiog **yonng men in moral discipline^ tb«y ibtmsd^n 
did more deserve to bee sharply disaplined-** like the Baida. 
of Wales, they took a decided part in opposing^ the JBsflitb 
power, and by their aiii«;iated strains in which they 4«ei|t .on 
the exploits of their anoestoci, and the sweets of libecty, the 
ruin of their coontry, and the rapacity ol her iavaidef»,fomcpt»» 
cda spirit of rriMllioQ which could be allayed, only by tli^ mt^ 
tinrrion of their order. To effect this, several fiigonHV iMva 
vrere enacted againat them, in <her«ig»s of £dwaid IfiU Heney 
VIlLand Elizabeth. They were ohUgedto seek the pniceeite 
of jolitude and concealmmt Sorrounded by the wild ecenery 
of their rocks and mountains, they poured out their ^p'r*ng' 
notes with exquisite juul inimitable pathos. Their juimbcrit 
gradually diminished; and their profession, ykldiilg to the 
progress of dviUMtion and refinement, at length hecaiae cx^ 
tinct. 

Note XVL p. SI. 

Tie h»ly ehrtmi tf ike tmmi tower Ui. 

There are three round towers in the county of Antriow 
including Ram*s4sland, one of which stand* on th^ Isbad, 
a second within half a mile of Antrim, and a third at Ar^ 
moy. These singular structures, according to some of our Irish, 
antiquaries were erected by the Ostmen, as belfrifs, and this 
opinion is ably supported by Dn Ledwich,: others fancy» 
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for the id« Is without fouodalion, ihat ibcy ire moouinaitt 
of Ascflic lUpCTStUioH, tilte that erected by Sitnon SlyliiMj 
and a third clou, hcadetl by Ceneral Vdlancey, that they 
are ibe same ai the Pcriian l>yraiheia, or Phimician depoii- 
tOfiei of the lacred lice. That they were designed fur Kimc 
reli^Oiu puipotei then, ii ^nerally agreed; and the opimoa 
tbxt they arc of Eulem origin, may afio teem probable, bj 
the ftollowing ettracl form Lord ValenlKi'i travels 

" I was much pleased vfith the light of two very ud^u- 
tar round loneii about a mile M. W. of the town of BhnuguU 
pore. They much reKmble ihoie building* in Ireland which 
liave hitherto puiKled the antiquaries of the siitcr kingdom, 
(icept that they are more omamriitcd. It i> singular that 
there i> no tradition ranccmiiig them, nor ate ihey held in any 
respect by the Hindooi of the coantry. 'Hie Rjjah of lyen^g- 
ur CDDtiders them as holy, and has erected a tmzil building la 
thdler the great nambcr oT bit tubjecls who anoually come Id 
worship here." 

The round lower of Antrim has been accurately described 
in ibe Bd^t Magaiine for June, IB09, p. 4-^*. "This tower it 
perfectly round, bolb inleraatly and mcrnally, and is but littla 
impaired by time j it is 80 feci high, ind tapen aboni 1 8 feet 
from the lop, in form of a sugar loaf i it is S2 feet in girtb 
near the base, and seemingly about 36 near the top, before it 
begins to taper. At the ground are two circles of stones, pro- 
jecting about eight inches each : nine feel above thcie stones U 
a small door facing the north, there are no slept up lo the duor, 
nor any appcaranceof it! ever having had such. There are 
three tiers of loop boles for the admission of air and lij^ht; 
those near the top are round, and correspond to the four car- 
dinal points; wiihin are places in the wall fur resting beam», 
evidently for the purpose of nuking the lower into stories. 
The masonry is good, and the wall upwards of three feci ibickj 
the loop holes and doors are arched with hewn none." 

Note XVII. p. ita 
7> tirgt HHmfmiaii h ilu rM/r Dour. 
Tilt Danesmade thar firstappeanncein a formidable b 
«i) thenjaMorireland, tndicrtignof.^odlior Hugh of iM 
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posterity of Heremon A. D. 890,and for more than 900 joiif 
•pread terror and devastation through every part of the ialjuid« 
The most successful and cruel of these ravagers was Turgeaua, 
a robber of the royal line of Denmark. He usurped supreme 
power, and for the space of 13 years exercised the moit uiipA- 
ralleled cruelty. He was at length surprised and put to death 
by the king of Meath, for whose daughter he indulged a crigiir 
nal passion. The king of Meath, on pretence of saviog hia 
daughter from the shame of public prostitution, begged Turge- 
sius to desist from his importunities for only one night, and 
that he would send his daughter, with a suitable retinae of &£" 
teen of the fairest virgins in Meath, to his palace the night fol* 
lowing. In the mean time, he selected fifteen beardless yootha 
of high spirit and resolution, and having arrayed them in fe- 
male attire, with a sharp dagger under the vest of each, sent 
them in place of the fifteen virgins to the palace of Torgenus. 
They were kindly welcomed by the Danish nobles who had 
been invited to share their fovours. But the youths requited 
their kindness in a manner very unexpected ; for when Turge- 
sius laid hold of the princess of Meath, they instantly drew 
their daggers, and Duried them in the hearts of die Duet. 
Turgesius according to a previous plan, was bound, and 
brought before the king of Meath ; who deeming htm un- 
worthy of the death of a warrior, ordered him to be tfaiowm 
into Loch Ainnin, where he perished. 

But the destruction of this tyrant, and his barbarian accom- 
plices, did not free Ireland from the predatory excursions of 
the Northern Rovers. They continued to sweep the coast 
with all the desolation of Brt and sword, and the island of sainta 
changed iu character for that of a land of blood-shed and de- 
vastation. At length the Danes in a decisive battle fought in 
the field of Clontarf, near Dublin, on good friday, April 33, 
1034, were defeated by Brian Boiromhe, with so great a car- 
nage, that they were never afterwards able to oppose the 
Irish arms. 

The character of Brian is depicted by Irish historians in all 
the glowing colours of panegyric Hiey represent him as pos- 
sessed of every virtue public and private, a p hi l o so pher and 
poet, a consummate general, and a patriot king. He was aa 
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nttfullolui couDtrjr a»Turg«iu> had been det true live. H« 
rebuilt all the edifices, literary and ccclniastic, wliifh hid felt 
the destroying rije of (he enemy; he restored and enforced it 
law>; erected {onificationti made highways throughout the L 
land ; and inipircd hi> lubjccti with tuch reverence for tt 
principlei of lioiiour aud virtue, that, it it laid, a young lady of * 
nlrpaning beamy, richly adorned with jewels, and carrylag rf 
nandwilhagoldenringonlhe top of il.pauedunmoleitcdfram 
the Northern lo the Southern eitremity of the land. In 49 
banlci he had aignalixed h>i valour againit the Dacei, and at ' 
theadvanced ageof 88 yean he itill retained the iiurit of s 
warrior and a kiag. By the penuaiiuo of bU ton Morrogh h« 
had retired from tlie heai of the battle at Cloutarf, to hi« 
tenl, wliere be wai uogenerouily tlain by one Buadar a Daniili 
fuglitive lo whom he had offered protection. At the hoary 
moiarch wa> ctretcliilig out hit hand fur the battle aie of ibil ' 
Dane, in token of tubnunion, he received a blow on ih*' 
liead which proved fatil ; but not befoce be bad laid the a>- 
uuin dead at hit feet. 

Cnutu), Prince of Denmark, his brollier Andrew, an4 
Maolmordha, the rebel king of Leintler, with 10,000 Dane* 
fell in the field of Clonlatf. Many noblei of distinction also 
fell on llic side of the Iriih, particularly Morrogh son of Brian. 
He was ireacherously stabbed by the hand of Cnutui whom he 
had stooped 10 reheve, at he lay, apparently expiring, among 
Ifaedead. 

The following eitraordinary description of the battle of 
Clontarf, tranttated from I be liith language, it laid lo have been 
written by a spectator,* month after the engagement. "Whm* 
both the powerful armiei engaged, :uid grappled in rloie fight, 
it was dreadful lo behold how their swords glittered over their*' | 
heads, bring struck by the rayiofihc lUn, which gave then 
an appearance of a numeroui Sock of while sea gulls flying it 
the air ; the strokei were so mighty, and the fury of the com< 
bataali so terrible, that great quantities of hair lorn or cut of 
from their heads by their 5I 
'ind, and their 1 



by the 

Wred with hair, cemcolcd together 
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•carcdy pottible to dear, or bring- tbcm to their fc 
bri^tnev.** Authorities, KeatiDg and M^CnrtiB. 

Kote XVIJL p. 23. 

Here imiu saerwdUretke ZhnidiamgiU 

NumeroiM monnments of the Dmidical superftitioii« bead* 
diote mrmi o D cd in bland M^ee, are still to be seen in the 
County of Antrim. There is a Cromlech at Mount Druid, the 
teat of Doctor Trail, near BaUintoy, a second at Rough-forth 
about six miles from Belfast, and a third on the hill of Brown 
Dodd, in the centre of a circle of stones 18 feet in diameter. 
These monuments correspond, in general, to the descriptioa in 
the poem. Sometimes the altar has two conrer g ing Knes of stone»» 
gradoaUy diminishing in eleration till they- reach the circumfer- 
ence of the stony circle. The length of these lines at Rough* 
forth is 40 feet, tb6 breadth at the base 12, and at the apex 6. 
^Gur stones ahdut 2^ feet high support a trap rock which fbmu 
the attar, and 8 other rocks of diftiec'.ions gradually lessening 
to the point, cover the two converging lines of upright stones ; 
but the passage underneath is almost filled up with rubbish. 
The circular enclosure of stones has been probably removed 
to make room for the plough. The longitudinal direction ia 
E. and W. 

The Urge circular enclosure of earth known by the name 
of the Giant *s ring, on the Eastern side of the lagan, four 
miles from Belfast, has a Cromlech in the center. • The en- 
closure is Of such height is to exclude the prospect of every 
thing but the sky. From iu situation and extent wemay tup« 
pose it to have been a grand seminary, or metropolitan see of 
the Druids. 

** The primitive religion of the Danes proscribed the use 
of temples, and taught that it was ofifendveto the Oods to pre* 
ttnd to enclose them within the circuit of walls. We find m 
this day, here and there in Denmark, Sweden and Norway, in 
the middle of a plain, or upon some little hill, altars around 
which they assemble to offer sacrifices, and to assist at other re* 
U^^ons c^emonies. Hiree long pieces of rock set Mprigfat trw 
for a basis to a great flat stone which forms the tabic of tbt dU 
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tar. There ii commonly » prclty large cBvity under thii allar 
which might be iatended lo receive ihe blood of Ihe Tictinu, 
and ihef never fail lofind ilDoe* for itr iking 6re iciltered round 
it, tornoother Gre buL (udi a> wu > truck fan h wlih a flioc 
wai pure enough Tur lucli a puipoic. Sometimei (heie rural 
altan are conslrucied in a more magnificent manner, a double 
zange of euormoui iionct lurrouncli the attar, and ihe little 
hiUoa which it it erected." Mallet'i Noriheni Antiquities 

Note XIX. p. S4. 
Round Slrimi, j» u'jdf tiami 'fghrj fLj. 
Slcimii, L e. Sliiih Miiu or Muu, signifying, according nt' 
the fancy of the Etjmolu^it, either the Month Mounidii, ] 
from the monthly sacrifice! ofin-ed 10 the moon, or tlie Altar I 
Mountain, from in resemblance ui an altar, luch ai the Iriih 1 
ntcd prerioui to the introduction of Cbriuianily, it a curiout 
mountain, ibaped like a Ituncaled cone, near Broughiban«| 
under which it n laid our great national taint reiidcA. , 
during hii capliTiiy. He wai nephew uf St. Martin, 
Biihop al Toun in Fraitce. atid wai brouglit captive with 
tiw two uiten, Lupida and Darccra, from Amuirica. i 
or Britinny, by Nial of the nine hoslagei. Being then an\j 
1<S yeari of age, he toon learned the language of the country, 
and by his eiccUcnt talenli, and amiable diipotition, becunf^ 
•0 endeared lo the king and nobiliiy, that he wai permilled to 
reriiil France. Thence he went to Romje, and fur 3U jcixt 
devoted himself to rcUgi^ua study. At length beinj;' qualified 
for the labours of an apojile, he wai deputed by pope Celct. 
tine to convert Ireland lo Chiiitianity. He was accompanied by- 
Si or 30 holy meni and, it ii recordeil, among theuiher monkitb 
fablei of Jocriyo, that in hii way, he received from an Ancho- 
rite named Jostui, a nafF of ai enraordinory virtuca»ihe wand 
of Motes, and which, iunut declared, be had received frnn 
theveryhand of our l^rd Jeiui Chriil. In theyear A?-1 he 
arrived in Ireland, and, in the short ipace of three yean.iho- 
rougfaly converted the whole tnaii of the people. He founded 
35,? Monuteriei, consecrated an equal nun.ber of Biriiops, and 
ordained 3000 priciu. He aseitted in the council of nine a|^ 
pointed by Laogsure at Tarah, lo examine the public record* 
and geaealogies. He banished aU terpeoli and other noiiiius at 
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oatoftbebbiid^mwliaclilierciidcd^lycnk Atleo^ 
he died at Aimafli, and was boned in Downpatri^ where al- 
to rest the booes of Sc Brigid, and Colmnba, agreeable te 
the JLeoome <fiaddi. 

Hi Km in Dixno, tnmiilo tiumilaDtixr in nno, 
Brigida, Patridos, Uqu£ Cofannba pim. 
TTfber mepdoos that the Dntids had foretold die arrnral of St. 
Pttrick. 

Drnides, are Magi Hibemici, adTentnm B. Fttridi ante 
tnenninm prsdiziife perhibentur. 

Note XX. p. 25. 
Ji/ml jUdttrer Um «# EmgUm£sikrmt. 
Dermod, chief of the principality of Leinster.had imbt* 
bed with hif mother** milk, a .spirit of pride and intole- 
raace, which none of the rettrictioos of cdncatiao <yNild bri- 
dle or •ttbdoe. While the haughtineMof his deportment dia- 
goftcd the nobles, his imtractable and ferodoos mannert 
]:epellcd that admiratioo which hb superior stature and bo> 
dtlj strength would have ezdted in the vulgar. He avcoir- 
ged 4he hatred or the contempt of his people by his t^ 
ranny, till at length he committed a crime that in vo l v e d 
the whole of his unfortunate country in misery and deto* 
lation. 

Dervorgfaal, wife of CRourke, the dynast of Breffiiey,, 
had inspired Dermod with a licentious passion, from the 
gratification of wluch he was deterred by no motive of ho- 
nor or fear. Dervorghal, whose rank was dtshonoured, and 
whose personal charms were contaminated by levity and 
inconstancy, listened with pleasure to the proposals of the 
prince of Leinster. While Ollourke was absent on a pil- 
grimage to the shrine of the national saint, Dermod, with 
a party of horse, surrounded her palace, and accoiding to 
a preconcerted plan seized on the person of Dervorgfaal, 
struggling with feigned reluctance, and bore her in triumph 
to his own place of residence. 

0*Rourke, on his return, was enflamed with the otmoat 
rage at the perfidy of his wife, and the villainny of her 
seducer. He tougfat, and obtained the aid of Roderick CCta^ 
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nor, momrch of Ireland, and (olered the leniioriw of Der- 
mod (ritii fire and iword. In vain did Dermod call oa the 
people and the aoWet [O rally round tiii throne. The iwordi 
that ihuuld have been drawn in hii defence, were aharp- 
cned agaioit him. Abandoned by all eicept a few deipente 
adherents, the encourigers and partaken of hii criitiei, he 
determined to leek the aid of Henry U. of England. In 
the drpii of a suppliant and an exile, he appeared before the 
English monarch, and excited hii pily and hit ambition. 
But lii> conlioenial wart preventing Henry from pving per- 
ianal aid, he diimiited hit lupphant with lelten patent, in 
(vhich he dcrlared that he had taken Dennod into his pro- 
tection, and that whoaoever of his lubjects ihould auiil in 
reUoring him to hii pauenioni, might rett lecurc of royal 
patronage and lupport. 

Elevated with hopes of niccm, the exile luutencd on hia 
journey back. At Bristol be caused hit letters to be pub- 
liclcly read, and had rapiei of them exhibited on the doors 
and coluniQ) of the moit public places, with a copious ap- 
pendii, in which he was not sparing of pniniitei of reward, 
■u ihoie who ihoutd venture their lives and fortunes in his 
cause. But t( would be incompatible with the limits of a iiole to 
pursue the hiilory of this ruffian. Suffice it to tay that many 
needy and ambitious adventurer!, among whom ihe names of 
Fitzalephen, Fitzgerald, De Cogan, PrendergasI and Strong- 
bow, ate moM cotitpicuoui, eipoused his cauie.'and joined his 
standard, the ensuing spring, on the coast of Wexford. Having 
lived only la witness the ruin of hiscounlry, he closed his life 
of cruelty and rapine at the Abbey of Ferns, in ihe beginning 
ofMay,ll72. 

Note XXL p. 26. 
Btpufumi -allb iU>Hl,a mMrJ mmarch fiu. 

The reader does ixil require to be told who it here tneint. 
What Irishman does not know, 
tliai unprincely and puiillanis 
his raw and undiiciptined kerni 



reprobate the memory ol 
king, }umei II I Because 
3Dt gain the viclory at thf 
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Bojiic orer the vttenai troops of the heroic Wiffiam, he had. 
the foil J and iogrmtitade to tax them with cowardice, thoaffa 
he was himself the first who fled. Well £d Sanfield sajrto th» 
British officers, ** change but kings, and we will fight it orer 9m 
gain with joo.** ** The Irish have not forgotten the foul aba- 
der of James, nor do thej fail to recriminate. The]r brand him 
with a name themost opprobrious in their language, and ez- 
pressive of the most dastardly cowardice. Some of them hare 
aaid to me, ** We expect little good from anj of the race 
SAftmas a^farcsgk. L e. S n James.** 

Philosophical Surrey of the South of Irdand. 

NoteXXILp.S9. 

fffre good Ctlwmki skrweJ in CkruHam tkia^ 
The Imeid iay-Umr •[ SalvtUiam me* 

Columba, a deacendant of the great Nial, king of Irdand« 
founder of the monastery at Colum-kill, and the apostle of the 
western isles, bom A« D. 521. He was equally distingnishedl 
for bis learning and piety, his zeal and inde£tt|gable labour in 
propagating the gospel He couTcrted the Dniidical seminarf 
of Innishowen into a college for monks, and founded upwards 
of 100 monasteries (some authors affirm 300) in Scotland and 
Ireland, among which were those of Derry, Colerain and Rath- 
fin. But his favourite residence was Icolum^ kill, or lona, « 
seminary of learning and religion, which for many ages sup- 
plied Europe with learned and pious teachers. **From thia 
nest of Columba, says Odooellus, these sacred dores took their 
ffight to all quarters." Columba died A. D. 597, aged 76. Some 
of his latin hymns are yet extant. 

See Smith's life of Colnmbn. 

Note XXni. p. 27. 
JVhire Margy* avails mmroo/ed and wnulderitig Hani, 
The following description of Bona Klarga is extracted from 
Ae Bfclfast Magazine for April 1809. 

** This abbey was founded in 1509, by Charles Mac Domidl, 
for monks of the Franciscan order, and it may be ranlnd a- 
numg the latest of the Monaitio edifices raised in Irdand. It U 
•tutted about a quarter of a milefirom thevillage of BallycaitleB 



NOTES TO BOOK FIRST 



13.5 



comniuidinE lo the Wot a view of the oceu, wilh the bold 
outlinn aflbe rocki tbit rise, in moay a fantait in shape, aloDg 
rhecoaiti la the Souih ihe undulaimg lioe of ihemountauiiof 
Knock-laid, aad to the Eaii the eiteniive glen of Carey. The 
Chapel ii 100 feel in lenfrlb, and 84 ia breadth. Tbe refecioiy 
cell),and otlierapartmeoli, areioo much dilapidated lo allow 
any accurate detcriptioD of iheir former use. The eaiteru^ble 
ofthechapel whichia still in a tolerable ilate of preMrvation, 
itadomed with several well eiecuted devices in Iuh relief, 
which however are nan rapidly moulileHiig to decay. To 
the East of the great eotrance to the Chapel are the retnaios of 
s nnall edilice with narrow pointed gabela, which tecmii to 
have been the lodge of a porter, or lajr brother ; the venerable 
itilineu of thiitacred spot, the munerous rehqueiof mortality 
ihalturround it, and the remembrance it produces of dayi that 
have been, give it even in its present desolated slate, an appear- 
ance it;ore iolereiiing, mote impreuive tlumii poueued, when 
rising in all its pleoilude of monkish pride" 

Here was the burial place of the Antrim family. 

Mr. Robert Stewart of Balljrcuile obligingljr furniihed the 
author with the anneicd account of an eitraordi nary womait who 
formerly dwelt in the abbey, and wag known by theoaineoribe 
black Nun of Bona Morga, or Sheetah Dubh ni Vilune. " She 
lived in the moitautlcre manner, and in the constant eieraiic of 
devotion. Independent of a just notion of revealed religion, ilie 
appears to have possessed a wonderful knowledge of future e- 
vrati, and lo have been enlightened by a ray of intellect more 
than human. Her predictions often bore the appearance of im- 
probability, and were by many, contldered ai the wanderings of 
an euihuiiastie tnind. Some of them however have been verified. 
Rigid io her ideaof religious duty, she regarded every devia- 
tion from it as unpardonable. Tradition tays, the nun had a 
lister whom she had occasion to blame for some impropriety 
uf conduct; and though the oiTender had shown ample con- 
trition, the recluse would not be saiiified. It happened Low- 
ever that the penitent had occasion, one wioiry night, to beg 
•heller, from her sitter, who could not, from Chritlain motlvet, 
deny her request, but determined, rather than abide under tha 
«neiogf,topi;bnaccustomeddcvoliMU ui tbeopieaair. 
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AftarremainiiigMMM hoon it pnjpcr, the devost 
looked towsi^ tJw ceU, and nw a mcMtbriUiaiitligfau Struck 
wkh amaacmcat, knowing tlutt ncklier fire nor taper fandbnrB* 
ed there for many aMBtht, ihe approached the bed on wbkk Iwr 
fliater hj, but only in tnne to hear her righ oat her hat br«tth is 
praise* to her redeemer. The light had Taniihed ; the re- 
dnee considered it at the sign of Heaven's f or gi f enea s to her 
sister, and learned dienceforward to be more indnigeBt to hu- 
man frailty. 

Note XXIV. p. S8. 

The castle of Donloce is the most striking rmn oo dir 
coast of Antrim, perhaps in Ireland. It is situated on a rodr 
nearly insulated, and perforated by a cavern re-echoing to the 
noiseof the waves. Its dark basaltic vralls, marked iridi die 
mellow tints of time, in some places form a perpendicnlar fine 
with the mural rock on which it is built, and in others, seem to 
project or to stand vnthout a fbnndatioB, by reason of the rock's 
decay. Its commanding situation, and its numeroos gahka and 
turrets, resembling the ruins of a village destroyed by fire, ex* 
cite a high idea of its former magnificence, and a fieding of 
regret for its lost splendour. It is joined to the main land be- 
neath, by an isthmus of rock, and above by a narrow ardi 
like a wall; to which it appears that there was formerly »- 
nother vrall of similar structure, running parallel, and that 
when the two walls were connected by boards, a passage vraa 
formed of sufficient width for the accommodation of a garrison, 
A room in the castle is said to be the favourite abode of Mave 
Roe, probably a Bansheigh, or some other fictitious personi^ge» 
who sweeps it every night. But the sweeping vnnds vrhick 
issue through it, will account for the cleanness of the roem, 
without the aid of supernatural agency. 

The name of the founder of this castle is lost in the stream 
of time. DeCourcy is said to have pursued his conquests* in 
Ulster, as far as Dunluce, and, as he vrasthe builder of nu- 
merous castles, it isnot improbable that he laid the first foun- 
dation of this edifice, and that it was afterwards enlarged an4, 
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improved b^ iheMac Quilliai, and Mac DoddcUi. Coi aiyi 
■I wa> iikeu from the F.og\ith by Daniel Mac Wiltlun (Mm 
QuUlBD)Anni> lJI3,andil wa> liild by him,or hii |XH(erilf, HU 
it fell into (he poueuLoii of ihe Mac Domiclli. In I2S1 it wat 
bCHEged, and taken by Sir John Perrol. 

" tn the mean lime himiei/, Tviih iht rew of hit force, !>*- 
liegcd ihe itrong Cattle of Dunluce. Here wa< at ihii time > 
atrong wardcununaiided by a Scoiliih Capiaine, who being 
auiranoned to deliver vp ihe Caiile to the Queene, tciolutely 
denied, proleiliDg in defend ii lo the Uil man, wheceupon iha 
Depuiy,hupingiheteiT0urottbecaDDaiim!g1ildiimay ihcWatd 
(for oiher hope bee had not to vriu w itrung a place) drew hit 
forcei aeaicr, and planted hi* Artillery (beiug iwo Culueringi, 
and two Saker>) for battery. Tbii Ordnance was brought by 
Sea from Dublin to Skerrey), I'ortruihe, and thence bein^ 
ma milei, wa* drawDcby mcnihindi (through want uf aider 
meanei) in ihiiplace. The Ward of the Caitle pbyed liiick 
with their imall thot, upon ihe Souldiert, ihat nude lk« 
approach ; much lu the discouragement of the wurkcmen, 
and imjieachment of the worlu, being within Muikel 
■hot. The deputy icnng the wuldien ihrin Ice, commanded 
Hiine of bin ownurvanti lo lupplylheplacciof tlicmlbat wera 
fearfnll, lo fill ihe Cahiuns ; and make good the ground, bini- 
(elf encouraging both ihefn, and the real, by giving nbt only 
Iiii presence, but hit hand to the worke, by which meani thi 
Ordnance wai planted, and the Llmden set up, the Canouict* 
beginiung to play, which ai first did little annoy ihe Castle, or 
the Ward theieio, but witnin a little time the Pile began I o 
shake through continuance, and Ihe discharging at once of iha 
Artillery. Then the courages of ilie Ward (unused to the do- 
fence of such places) began to ijuaile, insomuch ai the neit 
morning, a parly i* demanded, and conditions propounded ; 
leave to depart with bagge and baggage, is by the Deputy 
granted, as well lo lake time while the fcare lasted, to prevent 
such rewlution, udespaire, and a better consideration of the 
strength of ihe place might yccld them, as to save the charge 
sif re-edifying the castle, wljidi he intended lo kcepe lor the 
Quccuc, beiug a place of no small importance." 

Covernuicnt of Irelajul, uuder £ii Jeba Pcrioi. 
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Note XXV. p. SO. 

^iiU UeA DectwAar luars tJu wtrofer UHIu^ 
Jm mev» ham meadntn toket tit skiMtrng scr^kcm 

The agricultural world is much indebted toDr.Richardioo, 
Rector of Clonfecklei for the celebrity which he hat giren .to 
Fiorin graM, Agrottis Stolooifera. This grass is found in ererjr 
climate; it is more capable of resisting the injuries of the weather 
than any other grass, and has been found eminently usefid in 
reclaiming bogs.. In quality and quantity of produce it has no 
rival. An Irish acre will produce from 8 to 9 tons. ** The 
richness and flavour of the milk from cows fed upon Fiorin 
hay are very remarkable, the result of the abundance of saccha* 
rine matter with which this vegetable is loaded. The quan- 
tity too is much increased by the superior succulence of Fiorin 
hay, as it can be used in a greener stage than any other hay; 
and if left uncut, Fiorin afibrds excellent green food through 
the whole winter, I cut the last of mine this year oo 1^ 
AprU." 
Extract of a letter from Dr. Richardsen to Fred, de Oooyadc, 
^sq. Copenhagen. June 10, 1811. 

Note XX VL p. 59, 

Soph.(Edfp.Tyr. I. \91, 



END OF NOTES TO BOOK FOtST. 
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NoleLp.35. 
AtqM u»i> verbo dictm, tive lernu forundllaiem, tiw 

bcUirau juQl, ingenioii, corporun) liiiKUMnti* eonipicui, mitt l. 
£ca caraii moljiile, el proplcr muiculorum taieritMem, agilir , 
me incredibili, a mullii dolibui ita fclii CM bnila, ul hod mole 

Nolen. p.36. 

The Ca7E.!ilIl ilandi at the dlita&ce of three miln from Bel- H 
(ut, md it u> called from >ome cavei \a ihe face of ii> rlilT*, j| 
tt bu not yti bwD decided wfifther ih«e »ve> aie naiur^U or 
utifidal. Many incliue to the latter opiDJoo, though they cxr 
WbitnotraeetofihechiwL Tradition lajr. ihey were former- - 
I7 lUe retidencc of tjie renowned Cuchullin ; on Mm Art', fort 
the remainiofa mound and fouei and alittle beyoodii.one of ^k 
ihoM cainu lo frequent on our mountain), are lull viiible. ^H 

■0 the North of the nv», may be >ccn a fine whin aylie com- ^1 

i 
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from top to bottonu There are uiu ne i o ui littk oontcal liilk M 
the base of the precipice wUdi gire a pleasing variccj to the 
■cene, and remtiid the obterrer of the descripdao ^Tcn by tr»- 
Tellers, of Tolcaaic hillocks. The fossils found here are hrmir 
in man J TarSeties, limeatODe, white and yeOow cakareoos ^lar, 
be autifu l crystab of zeolite, and rermilioii-coloared ocfarew 
The beauty and variety of the prospect from the summit will 
lepoy the fatif^ue of the ascent. To the South may be seen the 
town and shipping of Beilast, the loo; bridge consistii^of 81 
arches, and resembling a Roman aqueduct, the TaOey of the 
Lagan running up to Lisbum, and Hillsborough; and, in the 
distance, Sliabh Croob, and the mountains of Mbnme lifting 
their blue conical summits to thedoods. The eye, tomiiig 
thence in an Easterly direction, will pass over the wcO- 
cultivated fields of Downshire, ue hill of Scrabo, Ncwcoa 
lough, the Isle of Man, and the shores of Galloway and Ayr^ 
shire.TotheS.W. stand thP black mountain of Dem, and the 
broad expense of Lough Neagh, While Slennis» Collin^aiid A|>- 
iiew*s hill form the boundary of the Northern proqxct. The 
Lagan studded with numerous vessels, pours iu broad nm- 
gable tide immediately beneath, washing the shores of a ooui-' 
try whose natural beauties art has improved. From Lisbnni 
to Carrickferguf the road presents a continued successioa o£ 
▼illas and hamlets, a scene gratifying at once to the eye of tMtt 
and the feelings of the Philanthropist. 

Motein.p.S^ 

By OU-JUei iover mad Imver** halUwi gnm ; 
Or xvkere kigk Sa/agk*s ridge iktrlmks the vmU 
Wh»u mmmarmu hemmJuUt stent ike/ragrami gale, 

Inver, or Inbher, a general term for the moath of a 
stream,is the name given to thatpart of Lame which stands oa 
the Southside of the river. Itfonnerly contained a monastery 
of Cistersian friars. 

Lame is a neat village about eight miles distant fnmi Car- 
rickfergus, situated at the bottom of a fruitful glen, and dis* 
tinguished for the politeness, good sense, and hospitality of its 
inhabitants. As you approach it, the bay is seen penetratiag 
through a narrow rocky entrance, and eipaading into a brg* 
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buhl, washing tbe ibaret of libnd Magce, and nrteping raund 
the limettontquarric* of Maghcramuucne, aad tbe viUifrt ot 
Gljno. The PeniniuU of llie Curran, which, like ihe Sicilita 
Drepuion, derivci ita name from in limilariij lo a reaping; 
hook, projectiinto the centre of ihe basin, xndinth themou]- i 
derin^ ruiiii of Olderfleei castle, liiualed naar iti extremttjr, 
giveianiiiterenlogeffcci to the view. Veaeli of 400or 50O 
luiu buriben maj ride with safety in the bajr. It it the onlj' 
pbce where VMteli, tailing between the eMuiriei of Foyleanl 
Carrickfergui, ran 6nd a ihcller from the Nurthcm (tontu. 

Aboui 3 Dulei from Larne, to ihenghl of the road leodinp 
to Glenarm, itand.tbe bold promontory of Bailygelljf, ficed . 
with enormoui baialtic pillan. Tbeae plllan have a riuU in- ■ 
dioatinn to the land, they ate covered in lome places with 
gvcj lichcni, aod io othen the]' are black 31 jet, well-defined 
tad articulated. Some of tbe jjjtu arc T or 8 feet lonjr, 
■nd from 6 to B in diameter, generally pentagonal, lunk down, 
or truncated, and forming a Giant*! Cauieway, contracted ii 
deed in the whole, but itiipendout in the parts — a ■null ed 
Btt of gigantic Diateriali. 

Under the West side of the Promontory, are the ruins of ^ 
caille Htuated oii a rock, which gives a name to (he parish tj^ 
Cairn-castle. This rock which is insulated at high water, wi 
chosen, according lo tradition, by a chieftain as a place of m 
cnrity ibr his daughter, ag.unM tbe attempts of her lover. tC 
precautions however were vain, for the lover approached ih 
priion of bis fair misireu, with more prudence ilian the youtb J 
of Abydos, and bore het away in a vessel. 

The Saljgti braes, tunniug florth and Soiitli, and forminj 
the segment of a large circle, are the weitem boundaiy of iha 1 1 
parish of Cairn-castle. 

Note IV. p. 37. 
Or uArrf CItmirm rtlnJ, ilifdUfiim,. 
Glcnarm is a small village beautifully situated in a glen,>i 
formiug with its limestone shores, tbe asure sea, its castle, ia 
groves, and the divarsiliedouthneof its hills, a picture equallyi 
novel and romantic. The casilc, the family seatof the Antrim 
family, is Dovr occufued by Sir H. Vane. Ixinl Kn«t, who wa* 
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bailubed from Scotlaiid, for the murder of the Barl of Athd^ 
was settled here by fovoor of Hemy IIL Under Edward IL 
his'eftatee were forfeited for rebeUioo, md invaded by Mae 
DoBoell of Csmcirc, who claimed alliance with the Btseet& 
Here Bisset founded a monastery, the remaiiiB of which are yet 
to be seen. It is said that the most extensiye Deer^puk^ and 
the best venisoo in Ireland, are m the Tallej of Glenam. 
The little Deer-park is entitled to the attention of the admirer 
ofaature. Huge masses of limestone fuitasticaUy gimip ei» 
the shores of the same substance terered into tremebdout 
chasms, and wrought into caverns by the surge, the wfaola 
overtopped by a perpendicular range of basak, reMmbUag^tihe 
walls of a fortiied city, form thepromioenriEbltiirei of tl»i i9« 
urfsting scene. 

Note^lp. 97. 

Or Garr^iu htu^ tlip tkt mavit repeif 
Or /air GUnariJfwuidt ktr wxard dtU, 

To the West of Glenarm stand the vfllagts of Straiticalye^ 
Olehdye, Camalloch, and tiie villa of Knappan embonmed in 
trees. Still farther along the coast, b the £te of Dunmall, a 
fortress where, tradition says, ** all the rent of IHdand wai oooe 
paid," probably the tribute of tlw Seotdi Balara&na. Ths^ 
only raemoriab of it left are a moiind, and fosse, - and the ttUg* 
ment of a wall Garron i. e. the kburp |>oint from Gmt sharp, 
and'rmn, a point,- ccMirists -of three promontories; profectmg in 
the form of bastions, and opposing their salient angles to the 
sea ; an admirable contrivance of nature to resist the violence 
of the waves. 

On descending from Garron you wind along the shores of 
Red bay, at the base of Craig Murphy, and Sliabh Barraghad. 
Glenariff, or according to the Irish Orthography GUmn aireamk^ 
the valley of numbers, or airetukmhh Of chiefs, opens full on the 
view, with itewaterfidls dashing ftiom the hills, and preslentlog 
a vast debris of rocks, scattered in many a grotesqueforra. Olw 
rock'in particular, called Ologfa i stooldui of chalky' wfaitniesi, 
has a striking'siiBilsCwle to a female <i|fure of gigiuuie itdttOr^ 
In the days ^f3ft ^ a n *« i p ep nicioa,li might hatit bata- ftf wdid 
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at nmul itiuc 

Id fragilcm muwla salem, itetii ipia «pulchnini, 
Tpsaijur imago libi fornum, sine corpore tervans, 
Dural aiihur, etcniin uitda italioae >ub zthruii, 
ti<x pluviii dilapta utu,Decdjruta vHitig. 

Tenulliani Open. 
A Mcond Eroitratut !■ aaid lo Lave allompicd to blow il 

up, but vii happil]' prrrenlcd On (he oppD>ile side of 

the bay, itaadB a [uioed caille on a rock or pudding itoiie, ei~ 
caviled iaio a cavero beneilh. This cavern coiuiili of ihre« 
chambcfi which were formerly ■ccupied as tchool rooms, 
though [he paih dowD lo them ii eiceeding-ly preci[ntouj, and 
a false nep might be attended with awful consequence). 

When the traveller findihiolMlf in the vale of GtenariS; he 
may conceive that he is in ihe country of the genuine Oiiin. 
The namet of several of the surrounding objects still retain the 
namea of some of the contemporaries of the renowned Bard. 
The village of Cushendall, itii-an-di-tallaji, i. e. the river-foot 
of the two «wan», is also >»id to denve its name from one Dal- 
las, a predatory Scot who fell by the hand of Oiiin, 3nd"v>ho*e 
tomb many of the lutives recollect to have seen on the coast," 
llie beautiful and majenic hill of Loirg-Eadan eihibiti the re- 
mains of a triple fotse and fortificilion known by the name of 
Fort Clanna Mourne. Fin Mac Cumhal and Oisin, wiih his 
dan HI Boiskine, are (aid to b*ve bad tbeir residence here Cor 

See an account of Cushendall, in the Belfast Magaiii 
August 1809. 

Note VI. p. 37. 

Or Terr'i iliai rail TiUnian iimii DirsfreaJ, 

Or cllnll^ Smmarr lifU iii gtuil IliaJ, 

Or -wluri Kintam Hi tkali^ hp'w tfnir,. 

Torr ii a sharp promontory, about five mila dlitant fnM 
Cuibendun, on the tboics of Cuihlcak. The ruini of Duiia- 
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.Molitetaiidtobe 

•or tbe point of the 

itfSlcadtf u Bamgih, tkor grave. The rock here 

appcaraace of ptiat i t f m i o b , with wa6al fi— let. b 




^ Torr is ahiIl,or tower (whence the Latin tnrrii) Mjoij 
pboat in Greece had it ia their co mp oi it ion, toch as Torone, 
Torcte, Toreate: alto in Hetmria, Tnrchooinm. Ti 
Africa was a tower of the nuL It wa» ■o metimr i 
Tar ; heoce Tarcnnia, Taracena, Tarraooo in Spiin ; Tj 
(Tarrain) which gare name to a foimrain in L jdia. Tkroa 
(Tar-oo) in Mauritania." 

The tower titoatcd on Tor point, as wcil as that of 
on in Africa, may have heen sacred to thesnn; for that 
nary, as miglu be shown ^rooLfL variety of proofr, n 
fj the object of general worsh^ in Irdand. Greine the Irish 
of son, is supposed by some of oar antiquaries to have snggeated 
the Latin epithet of ApoUo Grynzus ; **• in Greek WL^mnu^f, 
from Kerena horn, the emblem of power, and a title of aofv^ 
reignty**.... Bryant, vol. 1, p. 56. 

West of Tor stands the bold and majestic promontory of 
Benmore, commonly, but improperiy, known by the name 
of Fairhead, the Robogdium of Ptolemy. Hamilton describes it 
justly, as characterized by a wild and savage sublimity. None 
of the numerous precipices on the coast, indeed, can vie with 
it in elevation, extent, or grandeur. It is composed of a range 
of enormous basaltic pillars, according to a measurement made 
in the summer of 1810, 28S feet high, and resting on a base 
which makes the whole altitude 631 feet. One of the columns, 
is a quadrangular prism, measuring 33 feet, by S6 on the 
sides, and about 200 f^ perpendicular. Compared <o this, 
what is Pompey*s pillar, or the celebrated column which stood 
before the temple of Venus Genetriz at Rome, or the pedestal 
of Peter the ^Great's statue, at Petersburg. The precipice, 
towering majestic over an awful waste of broken columns, pre- 
•tnts to the spectator the most stupenduous cdonnade ever e- 
reded by nature, and in ctmiparison of which, the proodcsc 
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ouHiumeiiti of human irchiic 



re are but ihe efforw of p 
□r God. He who does i 
ID Beumore, muii be uifaj 



mj imbecility lo ibe oinaip<: 
feel impreisioQs of the lubl 
bJe of feeling them iu any >i 

The enomiout pillart of llui promontoij are upirible in- 
Eo tnuller columni, ihe line of orhow contact ii very percep- 
tible in tnme of the fallen joioti. 

The above meaturemcnl wu made by that dittin^uiihed 
philotupher, profeuor Playfair. 

The grey man'i path i> a fimire in the fate of the preci- 
pice, by which a path wiadi dawD lo the thoce. A huge piU 
Ur hai fallen acron the top of the Gaiure, but it ii immovea- 
bly fixed, and may be passed under without any apprehension. 

Under the western ude of Fairhead lie the coal mines. Mr. 
HamillOD sayi, that about twelve years prior to the publica- 
tion of hit letters, " the worloneo, in pushing forward a ncv 
adit tmvards ibe coal, unexpectedly found a cutnplele gallery, 
which bad been driven forward many hundred yards ; that 
it branched into various chambers, and [hat tiic remains of 
the iDoti and even of ike baikett uied in the works were 
discovered." He supposed ihut this mine Iiad been wrought 
in times of very remote antiquity, prior to the Engliih and 
Danish invationi; but tliough he has supported tbis opinioa 
with gieat iogenuiiy, it may be concluded from later invtt- 
tigation, that he was under an error ; and that the niinet had 
been wrought by Mr. MaetUdowny, about eighty years prior 
lathe discovery — a length of time amply sufficient to form 
the stataetitical pillars and sparry iiicnutatiotu wluch supplied 
an argument fur the hypothecs. Moss and spri^ of myrtle 
are found at great depth in contact witii the coal. 

Kecbann, i. e. the white or Fair head, a name improperly 
truufcrrcu to Bcnmore, is a picturesque rock of bmestonc, 
lopped with the ruini of a cattle, atioui two miles weilnard 
of Ballycutle. Lime ii found here both above and below the 
basalt — fragments of basalt are also found imbedded in the 
lime. Between this and Carrick-a-Rcde there ii a remarkable 
Csiure, in the rock, called the Bulyc, formed according to the 
timple philosophy of the natives, by a stroke of CuchuUin't 
gigMEic labre. 
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Note Vn. p. 37. 

Or that dread tridge by kern pen fetltri bomtuf^ ^ 
From steef to tUep at Redas gulf prtfvumd. 

The bisaltic rock of Carrick-a-Rede, derives its name, ac- 
cording to Hamilton, from Caraig-a-Ramhad, tke raci $m tkg 
road; because it intercepts the passage of the sahnon along the 
coast. But the same derivation would apply equally to Torr 
and Kenbann. It may, perhaps, be better derived from 
Caraig-^i-Droehtkeady the rock of the bridge. This bridge, 
which is annually uken down, and replaced by the fishermen 
to effect a communication with the r«ck, for the purposes of 
Ashing, is formed of ropes fastened to rings mortised in the 
rock, carried parallel across the chasm, and connected by 
boards. The chasm is 60 feet wide, and 84 deep. This light 
and airy contrivance, as it undulates beneath the tread, and 
swings to the breeze, presents an appearance of danger which 
cannot be seen without apprehension. Yet women and boyt 
walk along it in perfect security, though bending beneath a 
burden of salmon or dulish. Dreadful accidents, however, 
have sometimes happened. A man on the centre of this 
brid^, and seen from a disunce, by a spectator on the wa- 
ter, has a very aerial and romantic appearance. He might be 
mistaken for the genius of the rocks. 

The most remarkable places on the Coast, west of Carrick- 
a-Rede, occur in the fallowing order : 

Lirrybann... limestone clifis...stalactitica] caves. 

The village of Ballintoy — a vein of coal similar in appear- 
ance to burned wood, the surturbrand of Iceland, has been 
wrought near this, but not found very productive. 

Mount Druid... Port CaropIey...Templastragh, or the fla- 
ming church.. J>unscveric, i. e. Dun Shambraic, Clover fort... 
castle ruins, on an isolated rock. 

Port Bradaa, Salmon-harbour. 

P. na Brock, Badger-harbour. 

P. na Gerragh, i. e. ccaorach. Sheep-harbour. 

' P. Hestell, i. e. na stall, stallion-harbour. 

P. Heogh, i. e, n'eich, Horse>harbour. 
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P. PI Givan, i. c. Camluun, Cilf-lurbour. 
Benin Daonaii, i. c, the mountain of Danan SorMry 
P. Fad, Long-harbour. 

P. Mood, pcrliapi Mumhan, MuDtlcr-harbour. But whff 
httttr Maht", a word of rather indelicate meaning. A 
rude people teclt .mly for eipreiiive nainet, wiihoul much 
regard lo delicacy. Several waterfalli in Ihc county of 
Aalrim arc knowa lo the naiivn hf > urange appctU- 
tion, which may be rendered in Latin by rjna mingim. The 
names of the caves in the cliHi of Lirrybann triU not bear 
even a tranilaiioik 
P. LogineeD. 

Bcngore, I. e. Beann G^bliair — Goat Promontory, veiy 
magniflccQt, prneiiling a broad cooveiity to tlie tea, and 
forming a tlriliing conlrail to the lemicirculiir bay*. 
P. na Trughdi, LameDEation-harbour. 
Ben ban na farage, the while cliff of the lea. 
Pleukin, probably from Plaitg^nn, etutic or dry-head, 

on account of !ij great height. 
Thii ii the mmt itriking of all the temicircular precipicei 
in ihii range of coast, tn the uxteen diflereni iirata of which 
it ii compoied, beauty and •ublimity are vraoderfully blended 
and bannomaed. Over a dark and rugged baie, fringed with 
inceuaol foam, it lifti iti nde< adorned with varioui tint* of 
green, grey lichent, and vermilion rock, with a rapid aiclivi- 
- vil)-, to about Iialf ili elevation, and thence become* perpen- 
dicular to (he lummit. On a itratum of red ochre, at the 
elevation uf UOO feet, stand) a magnificent gallery of biadtic 
columns, 11 feet high. A bed of irregularly priimatic bauit 
J4 feet in ihickneH lucceedi, and [unn< the luuii of a w- 
cond colonnade of longer, and more many column) than the 
former. Another thin ttraium of bualt, crowned with a light 
covering of green, and canopied by the cerulean eiher, form* 
the lummii, at the altitude of nearly 100 (eel from the tea. 
Thiitheatre of nature, compoied of to many varioui atraca har- 
moniouily arranged, rock upon rock, and gallery on gal- 
lery, lo mignificeut, lo lotitary, facing the vrtde Atlantic ai 
if formed fw Uia temple of •■ ^iriti Iran the vuty il«ep," 
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imprcsKt the mind with adnuratioD and awe,anddi0WBvskNr 
nature surpasMs art m the symmetry of her plaaB, as mncJb m 
in the magmtnde of her materials* 

P. oa Brock, i. e. fiadgcr-harboor. 

P. na Tobcr, L e. Harbcar of the weU. 

P. na Calje; L e. Old woman Vharbonr. 

P. oaSpania, i. e. Spanish harbour, so named froat &▼«»- 
sel of the *<lnvincible Armada,** loft here— a stupendooi 
precipice, afanost equal to Pleaskan. 

P. Vadadh niadh. Fox's Port. 

Chimney tops — two insulated pillars standing before the 
promontory, and so named from their similarity to cfaimnies. 

Reeostin — Roreren Valley, probably a corruption of rwi, 
for, UUa, the point of the walled promontory, and so called 
from the remarkable whin dyke which cuts the face of the cliflL 
It is shaped exactly like a barbed arrow head. West of this 
clift, is a large rock in the sea, which has lately received the 
name of the lion rock, on account of its striking similinide 
to that animal, when seen from a certain positioo. 

Port NofTer, so pronounced, according to Hamilton, for 
Port na bfathach, the Giant's Port. It seems, however, to 
be more fairly derived from Port na fhir, L e. the Port of the 
man, viz. Fin Mac CumhaL The Giant *s Causeway lies here. 

P. na Ganye, Sandy Port — the stooken rock and sea-gull 
isle. 

P. na Baw, Cow-port- 

P. Coon, the Port of the ocean, famous for its Cave. 

Sldrra^kruben, Dunkerry Cave, accessible only by water. •• 
— -Dunaloghlin, said to be the last place occupied by the 
Danes in Ireland; Bush-foot. 

P. Ballintrea... Seaport.. J>unluce... the \\^te Rocks... Port- 
Rush. 

Note VIII. p. 38. 

JVhere gay Morgana andherfMiy trtun^ 
Sfort Vfitk tks ioues of the nvomkring smaim. 

An appearance Tery similar to that extraordinary phe- 
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the Strain of Reggio, belvreen the itle of Siciiy and the 
tout nf Calabria, hat bccD Gcen Hvcral timei, near ihe 
Buah-fooC ilrand, and beiwceo Ralhlin and tlie continent. 
Iq one initance, a geniieman of undoubted veracitjr, the 
commander of a corp^ of Yeomen, being at Kime diaiaiace from 
the >hore, wiili a party in hii pleaiure boat, diitincilj ww 
« body of armed men gtring* through their eiercise, on the 
beach, and bo complete wat the deceptioti, that he lupposed 
it had been a field day -which he had forgoiien. A no- 
aaa alio, near Tor point, at a time when an alarm of French 
invauOD prevailed, very early on a (ummer'i morning, hit b 
numeroui fleet of French veueliadvincingia full tail up the 

witneu the tpectacle, but on her return, the whole had vi- 

The channel between Ralhlin and the main land, and al- 
to between the Slurry roclci and the Buth-fool, and I'orl- 
rutb tlrand, liai probably a itrong retemblincc lo the d an> 
□el nf Reggio, particularly iu the indenting of iti ihutet, the 
velocity of ill tidet, and the vorticei produced by counter- 
currents. Indeed all the circumstance* mentioned in Minau'a 
anneied description and theory of the phenomenon, as teen oo 
the coatt of Calabria, may on certain occaiion* be so com- 
bined, at to produce a timiUr appearance on the ihoret of 
Aotrim. 

" The water in the Strain of Reggio ii conilanily agi- 
tated, and thrown into ridgei and whirling!, by the violence 
of the corrent, by the particular direction of certain windi. 
and by the irregular conformation of the coait. At timet, 
Lkewiae happeni, that a very denie vapoiu- !■ aceumut 
led over the waters of the channel. When, the rinngts 
ihinet from that point whence iti incident raya form an 
angle of 4,?" on the ica of Rcggio, and the bright turface 
of the water it not liiiluibed either by the wind or the cur- 
rents, the spectator being placed on an eminence of the city, 
with liii back to the lun, and his face to the tea, on a Hid- 
den, there apitears on the water, ai in a catoptric theatre, 
variou* muItipLed objeclt, vii. numberlcM xriet of pilastcn. 



« 
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■*Bat if a addkj on to tfcei i iiai B i f 1 1 before 
tke ar^oipbere be k^f^y iasprtgaautd wizk t^apoars, sad 
deskie exh^Jaboc* aoc prenac^ iSip e ii c d br the acaaa of 
tbe wiijd or wares^ cr rxre acd bj tbe sm, k tbe 
that ic dbu raposr, as in a !■![■■ exzeoded aloa^ tbe 
Del, u> tbe hei^ </f aboot 24 or 2i feet, aod yearly 
tbe ica, tbe obserrer will bebuU tbe scene oi tbe wamt ob- 
jects Qot colj rejected irtjcx tbe sartace of tbe sea, bat like- 
wise ia tbe air, tbocgb &oc so dminfT or wcQ A-fard, as tbe 
fonaer obfecu froai tbe sea.** 

•Lastly, if tbe air be fitigfatlr bazy aod opaqoe, and at tbe 
same time dewy, and adapted to form tbe irk, cbea tbe a- 
bove-mentiooed objects wUl appear only at tbe mrface of tbe 
•ea, as in tbe first case, but all viTidlT coloured or liiugcd 
witb red, grcen^ blue azid other priaaatic coioors.** 

** Tliese appearances induced tbe anthor to dBStin^iusb the 
phenomena into three spedes, tiz. tbe marine, the aerial, and 

tbe prismatic mcvgana.** 

" Minasi supposes the objects seen in tbe Fata Morgana 
are tbe representations of tbe objects on tbe coast. He ac- 
counts for the appearance by the supposed iodinatioo of the 
surface of the sea, and its subdirisiOTis into (fiHerent plains, by 
the contrary eddies. He explains the Aerial Morgana, by refer 
Tin^ it to the reflective, and refractive powers of effluvia sus- 
pended in the air.** D. Rees* new Cyclopaedia. 

Note IX. p. 41. 

IVhat clouds ofsmoU in axmrt curb as^nf 

The practice of burning sea-weed for the porpote of making 
kelp, or mineral alkali, an article of great use in agriculture, 
bleaching, soap4xnling, and the manufacture of glan, k fre- 
quent every where along the coast. The fiici which ibrmerfy 
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lajr neglected, tad wh!cb are nol even mcnciuneil in any laa» 
dnmi fifty yeorti^, produce ■ moil luiurijnl annua! h:ir veil, 
■0 ihat Homer'i epithci ■trjvyim* unfruiifiU, ii no longer 
applicable lo the ocean. 

The Nereidi, ai well M the Dryadi, can !!P,isi of ihrir leafy 
boweri. InuneTiie forests of maritie plants, iret% let u> call 
tliem, may beseen in a clear day, wairing ihcir fleille team 
and branchei in itie eurrenl, over iheir native nicki, and pre- 
■cniiDg almoil as great a variety Of coloura as the forests of 
the mountain. The lejvei of the ira- weed noticed in [he strait* 
of Le Maire and named by Mr. Banks and Dr. Sclandcr, the 
fucui giganleut, tncuured four feet in length, and some of 
the Hallii, though not thicker than a man's thumb, one hun- 
dred and tweiit}r. 

The kelp produced from its sea-weed furnishei Katlilin 
wiib the means of paying liearly lis whole rent ; and it is said 
lh«t the rents of one highl.ncd chief, the Ctanronald, have riiea 
ifSOOn per annum, by the kelp stonei of two islandi 
places of the Ards, on the Elowiuhirc coast, the people begin to 
cultivate il regularly by laying stones in ridges on the land^ 
beacb, lo attract the plants, and furnish them with a proper 

An excavation made in the ground in the form of a prave, 
but not *o deep, and surrounded iviih stonei, formi the kiln in 
which the weed, which lias been previously cut from the rock, 
)nd dried in the sun, ii gradually burned. During the ope- 
ration, the vegetable salt mell* and accumulates at the bottom. 
In fine calm weather, when many kilns are at work ih^ tend 
forth such clouds of smoke, as overshadow almost the wholo 
coast. When a £re is kept up during ihe nighl, a 
times the case, it presents the spectator wlih a very novel 
pictuie, a lively image of a nocturnal sacrijice, or ibt isCerad 
cauldron of Macbeth'i witches. 

KoteX. p. II. 



When 3 stranger arrives at the Giant's Causewaj he ii 
diwely surrounded by a boM of guido pficring th w m 
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To re|>ei tlis opprcMrre 
lotm, t» br oo meaittai 
rccvm fike hone ffiet to tbe 
to attach bJoBtclf to 





The gvidef donoc eihibit the choncter of the Irish 
nr m the bkm: firroarable Ughc Thej are 
aiidoono|xed br idlenro, aad their 
caricut bocntr of stran^erv fa the | i ratiiMi r of the 
we behdbl a very d ifle i eut race, open, obKpn^,< 
without hope of reward, a c qaa n t ed with the tracfitBOBarj hi«» 
torr of their covntrr, and retainiiHr the natiTe lamroace wad 

The address with which a pratant pots his qocttioQd to £s- 
corer from a stranger his conntrr, profewioo, circinnstaiiccSy 
to short, his whole historr, and the penereraDce with wfaidi be 
resomes his inquiries, when baffled by an eraare answer, are 
surprising. Gain his confidence, and it is easily gained by a lit- 
tle familiar couTcrsation, and he wtO unbosnoi has whole aoul to 
you, press you to accept aU the little kindnesses he can b e sto w, 
and take a pride in huciuing you (the Irish peasontis nero' at a 
loss for an expressaon) into the subject of any of your inqmries» 

The inhabitanu of the rest of the coast are chiefly of recent 
Scotch origin, and have less suppleness, simplicity, and conrte* 
sy, but more solidity, industry, and domestic comforts, united 
to a high spirit of P r esb yt er i an independence. They are, in ge* 
neral, ignorant of the history and traditions of the soil they 
inhabit, but versed in the more important knowledge of ho- 
ly writ. ^ On the whole,'* to adopt the language of Hamil- 
ton, ^ the middling and lower ranks of people in this quar« 
ter of the kingdom, are ^ valuable part of the community; 
bttt one must estimate their worth, as a miner does hb ore, 
rather by its weight than its splendour.** 

Fishing, kelp-burning, and the manufacture of linen, give 
employment to many hands. Several cotton-factories have 
been lately erected, and the modem improvements in agri- 
culture are making rapid progress. The example of Mal- 
com MacNeil, esq. of Lame, as an extensive and succestfal 
agHcolturist on the most improved plan, and as one who 
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hai bwD inatnunmtat in ioEroduc'tnf; the betl breed of black 
tittle in the province, deaerTca to be imitated uid recorded. 

Note XI. p. 43. 
Higi M ym cliff Hi /.htr tah, hh ,ta.d. 
At the mouth of almont every river aod slreunlet, there 
is a ulmon fiatiery. The mode or Gahing is >omenhal lingu- 
lar, and hu a very picturesque eOi^'l. The cour*e of the 
■alniDD along the <oait iu queii of the dreamt which they 
annually aicend to depoiite their ipawn, i> well known to 
the fithen, one of whom i> siaiioned, at a convenient di>- 
tance from the shore, in hit bo>t, with hii net ipread; ano- 
ther standi on the summit of the adjoining rock, with hi< 
rye steadily fi>cd on the water, to mark the salmon's ap- 
proach. , The ioslant a ihoal appeare, he flings a shower of 
Btonos into the water, lo icrrity them from their direct course, 
while the boatman, with alt eipedition, surrounds them with 



The salmon affiirds a good eiemplificalion of the won- 
derfully prolific nature of Gth, chough by no meant equal 
to some others of the aquatic tribes. 1 Icwo peas have been 
found in one. The peas, as has been ascertained by the 
eiperimenlt of a gentleman who kept some of them 
glass of water which he changed regularly every day, swell 
up, and bunt, and present the appearance of imalt tad- 
poles, their form is then gradually unfolded into that o 
perfect lish. In tills state they sufTer great persecution, nn 
only from their enemies in the water, but from thousand 
of gulls which mark their egress from the river (o the occai 
The growth of those which escape is very rapud. They go 
down in March or April, attended by the parent Gihes, a* 
guides and protectors, and in two months return grawls of 
lii or seven lbs. weight. It has been observed that they re- 
turn uniformly From (he east. Most of the lish taken in 
their pauage up the rivers are females, but in October and 
November, when calling their ipawn, they are always found 
in pairs; never in deep or still water, but in (trrami that run 
over a hard gravelly bottom. During the deposition of the 
ipawn, for wtuch they make an cicavaiion with their inoui*, 
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MX or eight inches deep, the male is seen moving round the 
female, to protect the peas from little fishes, and impre;^ 
nate them iwith his milt. It is a general opinion that the 
same fishes, or their progeny, return to the place which they 
left the preceding year. More than one pair are never 
observed on the same ford. The salmon taken in the Bann, 
is thick, short, and round, while that of the Bush, by its 
length and smallness, is fitted for swimming in shallow 
streams . 

The best fisheries are at the cuts in the Bush, and the 
Bann, above Colerain. A cut consists of two parallel walls, 
built in the current of the river, connected at the upper 
end by a line of stakes close enough to prevent the escape 
of n salmon : two rows of similar stakes, one from the low* 
er extremity of each wall, project down the stream in an an- 
gular direction, and approach so close as to leave ofily one 
passage at the apex of the angle, wide enough for the 
admission of a single fish. Thus, a complete trap is for- 
med ; and wheu the fish enters, as he constantly opposes 
his head to the current, there is no egress. 

— — Facilis decensus Averni, 

The gate of hell lies open night and day. 

Smooth the descent, and easy is the way; 

But to return, and view the cheerful skies. 

In this the task and mighty labour lies. 

Drtdkk. 
It is curious, though painful to a spectator of humani- 
ty, to see the attempts of the poor captive to leap through 
the upper barrier of stakes, and rise over the white tor- 
rent which is constantly foaming through the intervening 
spaces. (I speak of the cutis at the falls of Colerain.) 
Baffled at length by his unavailing exertions, he leaves hit 
place for a new comer, and retires to the lower part of 
the cut, where he remains till he is taken up by the fish- 
er's net. 500 salmons have been caught in one of these traps 
in the course of a day. 

When the salmon, in making the leap, is out of the water» 
liis fins, and his whole torm, appear expanded at full length, 
and his dorsal fin is vertical to the plane of the horizon } from 
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which circumstance! I iliouJd suppoif ihit ihc force of hit 
•pring doei not depend aliogeiher, at is cunimunly lupposcd, 
on the mutculiir tlreogtb of bis lail. Bui according to Orajlon, 
whra be is about tu leap, he lalcea liit tail in Iiis mouth. 

"When the Salmon seeti a fresher itrejm to find, 

Whicb hither from the lea comet yearly by hia kind ; 
As be towardi srason growi, and ilemithe wai'ry tract 
Where Tivy falling down, makes a high calariel. 
Forced by the Hiing roolu that there her courw appose, 
Altba' nilhiD her bounds thej meant her to enclose j 
Here, when the labouring fish does at the fool arrive. 
And finds that by his Mtength he duo but vuinly slriTe ; 
Hil tail takes in hii mouth, and bending like a bow 
That to full cDmpais drawn, aloft lumtelf doth throw, 
Thenipringiugathis height, u dolhaliitlc wand, 
That bended end lo end, and startled from man's hand 
Far of iiKlf doth cait, m does the Salmon vault. 
And if at 6rst be fjil, his second luinmeruult* 
He instantly auays, and from hi> nimble ring. 
Still yerking never learei until himself he fling 

AhoTe the opposing stream," 

The fisheries il » said, are not so profitable now ai formerT 
ly, owing to varioui cause*. They ace carried on too long. 
No Bib can ascend the riven berore the twelfth of August. 
Theearly breedersaredetlroyed, and many are taken lu the 
actof tpiwning, hy poachers, who use lights made of the re* 
unous fir, found in bugs, nut, as many believe, to attract the 
fish to the glare, but lu discover ihem at the bottom of the 

About S500 fish are caught annually in the Bush, and ex- 
ported, with the product of M>me other fitheriei, to Liverpool. 
AU the fi«heries from Lame to Culerain are the property of 
the Antrim family. That uf the Biuh it remed at ^SOa 

* Summeruult, or summerset from toubresault Fn. A high 
leap in which the heels are thrown over the head. Johnaon't 
Diet. To throw a Surtmertel, it a phra»e cotnmon with mm- 
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Note XTT. p. 43. 

Ifnkai afferent instina hidi the tUvery «/, 
Jh c9uiitUjs traiM up Banna t Urrentt %okeel f 

Agreeably to a wonderful proYision of nature, the ed 
and salmoQ are led by opposite instincts to migrate, and 
make room for each other at their particular seasons. la 
the months of May, June, and even July, the eel fry, just 
burst into life, may be seen in myriads ascending the Bann. 
The falls of Colerain are no obsucle to their progress. 
They wind their silent march among the fissures of the 
rock, or the twistings .of straw ropes, which the fishermen 
sometime* let down to assist them. Guided by irresistible 
instinct they pursue their way near the banks of the ri- 
ver, to gain the assistance of counter currents, till at length 
they arrive at Lough Beg, and the more spacious waters 
of Lough Neagh. Here their growth is extremely rapid. 
In the short space of a few months they are at their full 
size, three or four feet in length, supple and strong, and 
fitted for contending with the tides of ocean, when again, 
in obedience to the great law of Nature, they forsake the 
lalce, and hasten towards their parent deep. But of the 
many thousands which commence this perilous journey, a 
very inconsiderable number escapes the snares of the fish- 
er. At the wiers of Toome, Port-na, and Mavanagher, 
they are captured day and night, but chiefly at midnight, 
in the time of floods and storms, and the dark of the 
moon. 

The apparatus for the eel-fishery consists of a shey^ and 
a net called a cockle. To form the skey, large stones are 
put into a wicker frame, and sunk in the river. An islet 
is thus formed large enough to contain a cabin for the 
accommodation of the fishers. A irow of such islets, at 
proper distances, is constructed across the current, and two 
lines of stakes, one from each of the contiguous islets, pro- 
ject about 30 or 40 feet down the stream, converging, 
and forming the legs of an acute isosceles triangle. The 
net, which is about 8 or 10 yards long, shaped like a tri- 
angular bag, and. composed of meshes graduaUy diminiah- 
ing towards the bottomy where it draws together like the 
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mouth of > purse, it fatlened [o the vertex of the ikey. 
TTie ptiage of ihe eeli being iiiTerrupled by ihe itilcet, 
ibejr have do ipparenl egreu but by ibe very place wliere 
the neti are hung, ind wbitber they arc hurried by the 
confined, and coniequently accelerated imperuotity of the 

Young eels have been obierved ia a nnall itream at the 
coUiMHeB of Ballycaite, makiog ilieir way up the face cf a 
fall, 30 feet high, aud actually leaving bcliiiid all the obua- 
cles of to precipitous a jouruey. 

ll «eem> ta be a matter of doubt whether the eel fry re- 
turn full grown cell the tame leaioii. Some conceive that 
inch a growth it too rapid to be admitted ai fact. But 
they who maintain the oppoiite opinion, defend it by ur- 
ging that the Giherin are alwap good, or bad, in propor- 
tion to Ihe number of fry wen atcending. The growth of ma- 
ny of the feathered trib«i it cijually rapid. 

Note Xin. p. 43. 



The tuppnwd petrifying quality of Lough Neagh hu long 
been a matter of notoriety. Nenmui, a writer of the ninth 
century, iay>, that when a piece ol wood it faihioned, and 
thrown into the lake, it becomei stone, in the coune of a year. 
It appearitoo.fromiomelatin vcn«> quoted in Barton's tecturei 
□n liOugh Ncagh, that it was believed if a stake were fixed in 
the bke, and left there for seven yean, the part under ground 
would be convennl into iron, that which was covered by tb* 
water would become stone, while iho part which remained ia 
the open air would undergo no alteration. 

Mt. Fra. Nevil in a paper published in the Philosophical 
TrantaciioBi, about a century ago, affirms that there is no 
petriFyiug quality in tlie lake. He founds hit opmion on hit 
own observations, and the experiments of Mr. SrownJow on 
some holiji slakes wliidh be left in the water fori number of 
yean, without fiiidiug the eipecled change. Mr. Lhwyd sayt 
" be could make nothing of the petrifying quality of X^ugh 
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Neagfa,** and most of bit socceason, I believe, in tbe 
patb of inquiry, must make tbe same acknowledgment. Some 
•uppose the petrifying quality to reside in the soil ; and pea^- 
rods, it is said, have had their ends petrified ; but can any (me 
furnish a specimen with incontestible proof, that it has under- 
pme the change in any given pcMtion of time ? 

The greatest number of petrifactions on the globe are tub- 
Btitutions of lime for the organic matter of the plant or animal, 
but, in this case, the wood appears changed into flint ; and as 
in the instance of calcareuus petrifactions, the waters which 
produce the edect are loaded with lime ; so we should expect 
in this instance to find the waters impregnated with flinty 
earth. But in several trials which have been made, by dif- 
ferent persons, no siiicious earth has been detected. Two of 
the rivers which flow into the lake, where the petrifactions are 
most numerous, viz. Gienavy and Crumlin, have also been ex* 
amined with the same result. 

It may fairly be questioned, then, whether the process by 
which the wood has been petrified be now in action. The 
change may have happened in some distant age under circum- 
stances which no longer exist. The warm springs of Iceland 
Ire now daily depositing siiicious incrustations, but should 
they lose their heat they would probably cease to be impreg- 
nated with flint, and future travellers might seek in vain for 
the cause of the flinty deposition. 

Some have supposed the petrifactions of Lough Neagh to 
be LapiJ^s sui generis^ but that they have once been wood is 
scarcely to be doubted. They have all the external characters 
of wood, the fibre, the annual rings, and even the pith dis- 
tinctly marked by a diHerence of colour and texture. Besides 
the ligneous matter is found in considerable quantity with the 
stone, and is seldom if ever totally obliterated, as has been 
proved by chemical analysis. Barton mentions a specimen 
found in Crumlin river which weighed 700 pounds. He stiles 
>t AAA2 ANAIAHZ, *nd describes it as extremely hard ex- 
ternally, striking fire with steel, but internally of wood. Pe- 
trifactions are found many miles from the Lake. Calcareous 
petrifactions of hazel nuts are dug up from some feet below the 
surface of the beach at Carrickfergus. 
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The other tlonej found on the border* of Laugh Nngb 
which haye ailracled sltentkui, arc Ri>ck ciyitali and calcc- 
iluny. Tbe former are found in nnall quantity, and seem la 
have been transported by lorrcntitrom mountains on the S,W, 
of tbe like where tbereare priinilivc ilnta. The Calccdonj 
hat, probably, been waahcd from ruint, or itraCa of bajilr, 
which form the greater part of all the aolid strata, on the 
margin of the lake. Among ihc stoaet collected by Barton, 
hemmtinnia Mocoa which weighed I pound, a Carneliaa j 
of a pound, and » maii of crystal H poundi 2 oz, A cryftal 
haibeen found at Batlycasile weighing 30 poundi, but none B- 
qi:al lo the celebrated Dunj^vcn tryxal wbich weight, it ii 
laid, TO poundi. 

Note XIV. p. 43 

Or t'rr Hi wUrling .nip IhtfuHir iptat, 

T> Umpl Ihc GUih^i/ttm hh •»> M. 

The Clithan, coil fish, Gadus Carbonari u!, a known en 
llie coait of Antrim during she leveral itagci of in growth by 
the natnet of Pickoc, Blockan, Ctaahao, and Creylord. W^en 
at full (izethey weigh from twenty to thirty poundi. There 
are cDDudcrble fislierin for them ai Island Magcv, I.arne, and 
Glenann ; and khty fumith a cheap, wholeiomc, and nulritiou* 



Sii or sercnitout fishing boalj may be seen leaving the sborea 
of Lame, on a lummcr evening, and directing their course 
lo (he maideni, or Hutinii, about which roclu arc tbe placei 
moit favourable for fisliing. At the ebb and (low of tide, twa 
men row agaiiul the current, to thai ihe boat continue! nearly 
Katioaary, the impulse of the oiri counteracting ibe force uf 
the ilream. The hook coancly dreiied with a gooee feather it 
thrown on the water, and greedily caught by the fiibes, which 
ate often to numerous, that they literally cover the face of ths 
deep, and may be taken by a pole armed with an iron hnok. ' 
At Drainsbay, near Lame, in 1610, *5() fiihtt luppotcd to 
weigh upward] of five tuni, were captured by a single bDal.ia 

]aa fine evening ■he6ibeTy preteDti KtaoH junuungiec 



160 NOTES TO BOOK SECOND. 



Flocks of MA-btrds t creiimu g as tfaey fir in airj cirdes ; the 
tao-beams dancing on the g^aisj fwcll ; — the hosttmrn ung hi g 
a* thej row, while the ficbers are drawing in their prej ;— 4lie 
fithes playing immmerable, and teeming to take a pride in ez- 
. posing their burnished scales, glitterii^ like gems to the ton ;—> 
the distant hills of Ayrshire, Ail«a, Arran, Cantire, and the 
jotting promontories of the Antrim coast, ranged ai niiirt in 
romantic beauty — all form a pictnre whose beanty and Tarictj 
no quill can describe, nor pencil pourtray. 

Note XV. p. 44. 

Dozen to tiu vrreck'rtrnm kfoek xphem rt^rmi arise 
The niffiin plumJerery led by Rafi»e hirs. 

The shores of my native country have never, I trust, been 
contaminated by the perpetration of the crime which is here 
made the subject of reprobation. On the contrary, its natives 
are always prompt in dispUying their characteristic courage 
and generosity in assisting the shipwrecked mariner, and in 
preserving for its ri^itful owners whatever property can be 
rescued from the waves. In the disastrous winter of 1810 a 
vessel from Glasgow was driven on a rock near the Gobbins« 
and the people on shore showed the most friendly solicitude, 
and made the most vigorous exertion to save the crew and the 
cargo. The life of one man, whose name deserves to be re- 
corded, Robt. Mac Calmont, fell a sacrifice to his active hu- 
manity. He left a wife and five children to deplore his loss. 
The laudable and politic liberality of the Belfast Insurance com- 
pany has rewarded his merit in the persons of his family, and 
endeavoured tc sooth their regret for their sad deprivaticm of 
a husband and a father. 

Why do not magibtrates, and country gentlemen, exert them- 
selves to prevent an atrocity, which stamps the character of 
Barbarism on every shore where it is perpetrated, and which 
reflects a disgrace on every man, in the district, who does not 
lift an arm to oppose it ? 

Note XVI. p. 45. 

The herrings march they foUw) from the pole. 

In the months of May, June, and July, the herring pays 
it! annual visits to the NX shores of Antrim, and Down. 
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Were the viiits of iheie ucful creatures certain and aanry- 
ing, they wuiild fumiih an inoihaiurible tource of wealth, Bm 
it in a well knonm fact ia ibeir hutory, thai they will thowa 
predileciioD fin- a ihure wrae teiiont, and afierwarda ilesert it 
fnr niiny jean tof^her. The failure of the liiheriEi ii attri- 
buled.by thcmthor of the biimiy ofihocounly of Down, to 
■CTcnil cauMg, uto the making of kelp, which practiie, he 
thiiikf^ rob> the young fry of shelter and food ; lu the throw- 
ing of 6ib garbage into the lea ; the havoc made aniunj; them 
by voraciout Suh, and trail neti, whMe nieihn are too narrow 
to allow the fry to etcapc. The lirtt and tecond rauio are not 
ratiifactory. Most of our iliorei are w bold tliat ihey are 
accessible only by water, and the wreck which it burned for kelp 
it only I hat wliicli can be cut from the rncki at lowiide; lo 
that whatever iheller tea-weed may ilTonl the linny tribo U, 
in a great meaiure, permanent. The garbage thrown into ilie 
tea i« too trifling to produce the lupposed effect, eipeciatly 
when we coniider that much of il i> devoured by oiher liih. 
The other ciuiea may no doubt tbin theirnumbers considerably. 

The herring is Mldom seen between lough Swilly, and the 
point of Tor, owing, probably, according totlie ingenious con- 
jecture of Mr. Tetnpleton, to the itroDginSuente of c 
tide*. The tide of flood frum the Noilbem Ocean, ■ 
the eait, ii repelled at Ralhlin and produces a 
tothe weit : and heace the flood tide appears lo flow along 
part of the thorn of Antrim, Derry, and Donegal! nine hours, 
while the ebb lasts only three. The herring, ro avoid contend- 
ing with the eddy ilream, ii lupposed to keep on ill course in 
the great eattern tide. The fisheries seldom produce more 
than are neeeuary for immediate consumption. 

Note XVII. p. 4ti. 



I 



Sir ai liry gamitt o'lr tit haarj Irinr, 



.hh,. 



The Porpoise, Delpliinus Fta^M, and the 
phinus Oiij, arc freiiuenlly (ei-n ahmg the coa> 
the herring aad salmon. A ihoal of porpoises 
a pack of hounds in full chase. Their gambuti i 
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clasHcal obserrer, of Grid*! dcKripdoo of the dolphin. UixIh 
que danc saltus, &c 

In wantoo leapt tbej deare the briny way. 
And fport, and glitter in the dripping spray. 
Now downward wheel, and upward now advance. 
Curve their forked tails, and thrid the liquid dance ; 
Drink the salt waves, and then from nostrils wide. 
In rainbow jets propel the hissing tide. 
The author of the history of the county of Down ob se ry cs 
that ** more than 40 of these fish came up Carrickfiergus b^, 
and were pursued into shallow water by a ship's crew, who fir- 
ed at them, till they lodged them in the ooze above White- 
house, when the tides retiring, they were all taken, and yield- 
ed great quantities of oil. A suit was commenced by the earl 
of Donegal! for the royalty of these large fish, against the cap- 
tors, which, at length, after a great expense, was canied in b^ 
vour of the royalty." 

The Grampus sometimes ventures so near the shore, that 
he is killed by the gunner. He is said to follow his prey even 
to the long bridge, but generally pays the price of his teme- 
rity with his life. A very large one was shot some years ago 
below Macedon point, and exhibited in Belfast. 

The whale, perhaps the Bal jcna mysticetus, has been some- 
times cast on the shores of Antrim . The huge vertebrae of 
one may be seen at the castle of Glenarm. In the summer 
of 1807, a loud noise, h'ke the rushing of waters, probably 
the spouting of a whale, was heard in the seas about Glenarm 
and Garron point. Ic caused so much terror among the fisher- 
men, that for several nights, they would not venture to sea. 
A much more formidable enemy, the 'Shark, once followed 
a vessel into Carrickfergus bay, and bit a limb from a man 
who, on account of some misdemeanour, had been suspended 
in the water over the vessel's side. 

Note XVIII. p. 50. 
like Cyrenc s offspring let me go 
To virw the vxmders of the tvorld ieUnc* 

Simul alta jubet discedere late 
Flumina, qua jutrenisgressusinferret, &c, 

ViRO. Gboro. iv. 859. 
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At once ghe waved her hand on cither side. 
At once the raiiki of iwelliDg sireams divide. 
Tvro riling hcapi of liquid crystal nand. 
And leave a space betwiilof empEy tand. 
Thui lafe receivnl, the downward track he treads 
Which to hii mother'! watery palace leads. 

Dktdeh. 
Corry Vrcckaa, mentioned in the lucceeding liaea of the 
poem, it a dreadful vurlei between the iiles of Jura, and Scar* 
va, ffarcely leu terrible than the famoui whirlpuol of Mael- 
itrom, on the coait of Norway, and probably, produced bj 
umilar cauKi, Ihc miiltipbed eddietof counter currents made 
by the rapid pauageofihe flood tide ihro' a narrow rocky clian* 
ncL h derive! it name either from ooe Srechian, a Uaniih 
prince who perished io its waves, or from two Gaelic words, 
tignifying (he ■* spotted cauldron." During the lime of a sprmg 
tide, aod a strong westerly wind, it ta described as more terri^ 
bly awful than Chary bdis itself. The conilicting biUowt rise 
in foam in the clouds, and with a noise to tremendaui that it 
may be beard at the distance of twenty miles. Tho'ailcifTmay 
pau it in safety at ebb water, the stoutest vessel io the British 
navy darei not encoiinier its rage. Should she attempt ,it the 
would be twirled loujid like a feather on the pool, and instant- 
ly abiorbed. 

'AAAk y ifi¥ jntuxitf n jnir Km ruftaTa ^mrti 

Odyss. XII. 1. m. 
Not the Heel bark when prosperous brcem play, 
Floiifths o'er that roaring surge itt desperate way ; 
O'erwiielmcd it linki : while round a smoke expires. 
And the waves flashing teem to bum with fires. 

Porr. 

Note XIX p. 3!. 
WkiU irigkt, and Irlghlir jcl, tlu broHnrJ itief 
Chnci -with cUUcliKg Jim, viit Jl.aii^ t/ lit drrf. 
tn the promontory of Bengore, the flihenneii fnqumly 
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observe a luminous appearance at night, which they tay is caus- 
ed by a diamond in the face of the cliffs, but probably by the 
tttraction of the electric fluid from the surrounding air. 

Note XX. p. 52. 

Chained to suck rock in drear Cattcasian ctimt 
Thy ton Jafetusy gloried in hit crime* 

When the daring imagination of .^schylus planned the de« 
sign of ** Prometheus bound," he had such a picture as Ben- 
more before him. And the Spectator, as he contemplates the 
magnificent promontory, may tancy ihat he beholds the scene- 
ry of that sublime production, whether it be when the waves 
of numberless smiles (Afi»^<^^> yiXxcu^^i, ) dimple the face of 
the deep, or the embattled elements arc forth in their rage, and 
the son of Japetus is thus madly braving the indignation of 
Jove. 

I9r* ifioi ^tTma-^M fit9 

Ay^fAfv etfifUif x>^c9» o vc irv^fUfttf 
Avl»*i ^*^^*i fnivfut x^etceufif 
Kvfia ^f x«r7v r^etj^u (o^<« 

A(r^M ^lo^iti' H Tf KiXtUfOf 
Ttt^ec^09 ff^^v ^t^Ut ^tfjuti 
Tufiof, «v«yxD( (fi^(«<$ ^tvmf 
n«y|«$ f|itl y v' ^ccfetroiriu 

Here let the Thunderer hurl in ire. 

His curling twisted rays of fire ; 

Let the ethereal cope of heaven 
By warring winds be torn, or by his thunders riven ; 

Let the wild spirit of the air 

The roots of earth's foundations tear ; 
Let eddying surges to the stars arise. 
Confound their course, and break the order of the ikicf; 

Yes, down to hell's tremendous reign 

This body let him hurl, and chain 
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In fata xrong linlu ; — ih* uQtonqucrable toul 

Defies Ihe tyrant's power, aiid knowiaDt dcath'i cODtroul. 

The reader may perlupi »ay with Mercury, " Thcie are 

the ravin;;) of a freniied brain." But thoy art pcrfecily tuit- 

able to the wild genju) of iGichylua, and to Ihc character ol 

one who, like Millon'i Satan, " duril dcty ih' Omnipoleiit (e 

Note XXI. p. 5S. 
He no mli ircaJ Jiimay tlT aff nocking nuam. 



One pair of Eagls have their eyry id the clIS* of Benmotv, 
and they will " bear no rival near ibdr throae.'" If one of them 
chance lo be deuroyed by the gun, or any other miiclianee, ibe 
temaining one, it a uid, diiappeari, for a time, but at length 
reiurna with a mate. The »ory of Ihe Eagle taken by the pek> 
■ant, b well knowa to thoae who have viiitcd the lake of Kil- 
lamey. He wai sitting in a valley, where he had gorged him- 
•elf on carrion, and being unaUe to riie, became the captive of 
a peaiani, who look advaDiageofhistituatiun. He muit Iutb 
been a degenerate eagle, do true bird of Jove. 

Vuliur jumento, el canibui, crucibuique rellclii 



us proper..! 



uaOert 



eigenenHiB 



r. XiV. 



Sed leporem, aut capream famuiz Jovii , 
In aallu venaaiur avei. 

From plundered gibbeti, carrioD herdi, or Keed>, 
Or dog« obicene, her young the vulture feedi ; 
But Jove't winged minisier, and birdi that thare 
Hii liigh-borD ipirii, hunt tlie rapid hare ; 
On woudi and muuntaim urge the chaiea/ir. 
And wage on nimble gpUi a nobler war. 
Ancicelleui breed of falcons buildiaimually in the Gobbiiu. 
Iiland Magee was formerly held by ix\ annua) proentaiioa of 
> cast of iheic birdt to Ihe crown, but the practise is now goo* 

The fiimacle annualy viiiii ilie Louglia ol Larnc, Belfut, 
and Slrangford, in great Dumben. Theyfwd untfacwa-wecd 
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called sweet-g^ass, or sleecb, and are justly reckoned amoo^ 
the most delicate of the Duck tribei. On those parts of the is- 
land, however, where they cannot find sweet-grass, they ac- 
quire a rank fishy taste. On their first arrival from the arctic 
rocks, where they rear their progeny unmolested, and where 
they have not been taught to su&pect an enemy, great havoc is 
made among them by the arms of the fowler. Ic is amusing to 
hear their hoarse murmurs, and to see the order and regulap 
rity of their marshalled flight. 

K/^ccyyn teuyi TTtrcfleti lie QxMyMS ^(Mtmim 

When inclement winters vex the plain 

With piercing frosts, or thick descending rain. 
To warmer seas the cranes embodied fly. 
With noise and order through the midway sky. 

PorE. 

Some of them have been uken alive, and partly domesti- 
cated. But, at the time of emigration, they have been obsenr- 
ed to betray great uneasiness, and to withdraw, for some days, 
from their common haunts, as if meditating an escape to their 
native clime. 

Among the other Birds which visit the coast, the most re- 
markable are the Northern Diver, stiled in the poetical lan- 
guage of the Hebrides MurbuaihaiU the herdsman of the sea:* 
The Gannet, Pelecanus Bassanus, remarkable for its steady- 
majestic flight, the force and velocity with which it darts on 
its prey, from a great altitude, and its constant attendance on 
the herring, whose arrival it never fails to announce : and the 
Petrel, a small bird, about the size of a swallow, which derives 
its name from its fancied resemblance to St. Peter's walking 
on the sea. It has been also called by the more appropriate 
name of Camilla, because it seems to run along the surface of 
the deep. 



*In the same poetical stile the Whale is denominated Muc 
Mhara ; the SOW of the ocean. A duck t^nnog ; a dweller among 
the waves. An eel twneu ; the hound of the waves. 



NOTES TO BOOK SECOND. 



167 



Mire per medium ftuciusuipenn tumemi 

Ferret her; celeret ncc liageret square plaulai 



She iwept ihe stai, and ai the ilcimmed along, 
H(r dyiog feet unbilhcfl on biJiuwt hung. 

Dmtdih. 
ThPH birda build b the Skclig rocks m the muniy of Ker- 
ry, and thence wing tlieir flight over the Ailaniic ocean. A 
flock of them, in pursuit of a veisel, ii considered is the cer- 
tain prognoilic of a norm. Tbej fly in the hollow of the 
waves, and seek the shelter of the vesset't itern. *■ They dire 
veil and live on «mall fishes — are mtite by day but clanirmRii 
io the Di^t. They build in the Orkney islands under lome 
■tones in the monih of June or July — The inhabitants cf the 
Feroe iileg draw a wick thru' ihe bird, which, being lighted 
at one end, serves for a caudle, tlie flame being fed by the fat 
and oil of the body" Na r. Hut. 

The numerous flocks of birds which frequent the tlifls, are 
ofltn deprived of thdr eggt, in the mode described in the 
poem. Against this practice, as if aJTnrds an uieful article of 
food, I have nothing to object. But what benevolent mind 
ivill not proteii against the savage custom of shooting these 
inhabitants of the rocki fur amuieni;nr, or i wichcd dlipbyof 
marksman deiierity t It is ■ great eiiggeradoo oT I hir cruelty 
loo, to ghoot ihem during the breeding season, and yel lhl> ii 
I generally preferred; because the affection ol 



bird for her young, a circumstance which should awaken (om- 
paEsion, eiposea her to the approiiches of the enemy, and 
when the fall), her hapless progeny must perish of hunger. 
lliesc birds are useless when dead — but when alive they serve 
an important purpose in the economy of nature, by devoaring 
garbage, and dead fiih, which would olhcrwiie putrify on our 
shores. They shew ih« fisher where he may most lucceufully 
cast his neti, while by the variety of their motions, and the 
wild harmony of their notes, they embellish, and enliven the 
ruggedncis of (he rocks which Cod has asiigued for I heir ha- 
bitation. Let those who arc fondol waniuuly deslroying these 
harmleis creatures, seek a more ueclul employment in the 
•liugliter-house; or aim al a nobler quarry in the field* of 
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Spain. I blush to reflect that a iiiember of the Brittah Senate, 
at this period of refinement, avowed himself a patron of cock- 
fighting— a practise as disgraceful to a Gentleman, as it is ab> 
horrent from the feelings of a Christian* 

M6teXXILp.59 

Had xvUawed Ratilim^s tovfcrs and tpon the wuad» 

The story on which this episode is founded may be seen in 
Keating's history of Ireland. 

Rathlin, the Ricina of Ptolemy, lying opposite the shores of 
Ballycastle, is about five miles long and one broad. It is shap- 
ed something like a boot, the toe pointing to the coal works 
of Ballycastle, the heel, where Bruce*s castle is situated, to Can- 
tire, and the top to the great western ocean. 

This small island, surrounded as it is by a wild and turbu- 
lent sea, fortified by barriers of inhospitable rock, and con- 
taining little or nothing in itself to provoke the rage either of 
avarice or ambition, might be supposed to have escaped the 
desolating scourge of war. But where is the soil from which 
** the voice of blood** doth not cry ? Rathlin has repeatedJy been 
the theatre of battle and murder : and it has felt all the 
fury of the Danish, English, and Hebn'dian arms. The mona^ 
tery which had been established here by Columba, was rava- 
ged and destroyed, with all its shrines, by the piratical Danes 
in 790. It was again ravaged, by a second visitation of these 
robbers, in 973, .who, among other atrocities, put the abbot of 
the island to death. Its vicinity to Ireland rendering it an ob- 
ject of importance to an invading enemy, it became a scene of 
contention between the Irish and Albanian Scots. The mem- 
ory of a dreadful massacre, perpetrated by the Campbells, a 
highland clan, is still preserved : and a place called She ma CaU 
Uach perpetuates a tradition of the destruction of all the old 
women in the island, by precipitation over the rocks. The 
barbarian author of this atrocity was named Mac Nalreavy. 
During the disturbances in Scotland, between Baliol and Ro- 
bert Bruce, it afibrded the latter an asylum in a fortress, whose 
ruins still retain the name of the illustrious fugitive. It was in- 
vaded by the English in 1551 ; but they were obliged to retreat 
with the loss of a ship, and several men. Captain Bagnai was 
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left among ibe wpuvw, bui wai mod after releuedfor Sour- 
l<buoj, Ihen a pritooec in Dublin. In 1.^58, iKe Lord Deputy 
linn. Earl of Suoei, made in cipedition againtl the iilmd, 
vihieh pruved more iiicceiiful. He drove out the Scoli vilb 
^leat carnage, and left a garrison for its defeDCe. 

Spear head>, and braien nwrdi, the relici of ancient war- 
fare, a •ilver fibula □rgoodwurlcmaoEhip.nowin the miiieiitn 
of Trinity College, Dublin, and wine tumuli with human boni.-i 
have been diicovercd in 3. pLiin near the centre of ilic iiland. 
In one of the tumuli wu a none cofCn, and an uia containing 
the retiiluum of tome animal milier, probably ihc heart of a 
chief who had died on thiiCeld of battle. 

In 175B* Mr.Gage, prapriilor of the Wand, gave in a pe- 
tition to parliamcDl, tialing the advantagct that would reiult 
from the tonruCion of two liarbours, one in Church bay, and 
the other at Usbut. The eipeace of making the former, nhich 
would be capable uf receiving Tcuet) of 300 torn burden was 
citimated at afiOOO ; the Utter, which might receive vesselj 
of lOOloni, It £5000. Among the advantagct mulling fmm 
the formation of these harbouri, it wai itaced that they vould 
answer the purpotei of a lafe navigatiua in and out of Si. 



*Mr Stewart, a year pHor to thii, had petitioned parlii- 
ment for aid lo build a pier at Ballintoy. A vein of coalt had 
been diKovered in that neighbourhood — Some coali were alio 
found in Rilhlin, u Mr. Oage'i petilioa mentioned, and it wai 
believed that the eoUieriei Of Billycj-Hle. if fully wroujh;. 
would produce 100 turn of coaJi a diy. Accordingly great n- 
ertiont were made to obtain parliamentary aid to itnprove theie 
•ourcet of wealth— Mr. Stewart') [leiition wu rejected. Hut 
of Ibe merchinli and manuiactureri of Ballyculle wai mure 
lucceMfiil. After variout report*, and ettimatei, laid before the 
houie of Commoiu, in which it appeared that ^^gifl I3i. 
were nccewary lo reiniburw the eipeu(e4 which Mr. Boyd had 
already incurred, and to carry on the work, £3000 were 
Tranied by Parliament to Mr. Bi>yd, en ■ giving lecurity and 
TccogusoDce before the ducfBaros, oc one of the Baroat of 
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* * iuiwt — fadliute the coal trade of Ballycastle— af« 
««i -uccaaiiBodatkiD to a frigate, to guard the coast from smug- 
and French privateen, one of which had found a per- 
tt station in Church bay, in the the reign of Queen Anne, 
to the great annoyance of our trade — and encourage the her- 
ring and cod fisheries. The advantage of having a light-house, 
and a public granary was also stated, but notwithstanding, 
the petition was rejected. 

Rathlin, by an estimate made in 1758, contains 200O 
plantation acres, 1 30 families, a church and parsonage house. 
Mr. Hamilton has observed that it produces excellent barley, 
and fattens a small but deUcious breed of sheep. The inliabi- 
tants are simple, laborious, honest, and exceedingly attached 
to, their own soil. Kenramer, the western end of the island 
is craggy and hilly, and its inhabitants are distinguished by 
activity, bodily strength, and self-dependence. The Ushut 
end is barren In its soil, but well supplied with harbours. 
Hence iu inhabitants are fishermen, and from their intercourse 
with strangers are more civilized than the natives of Ken- 
ramer. 

There is a belief prevalent among them, that a Green is- 
land rises, every seventh year, out of the sea between Bengore, 
and their island. Many individuals, they say, have distinctly 
seen it adorned with woods and lawns, and crouded with 
people selling yam, and engaged in the common occupations 
of a fair. Can this idea arise from the catoptric theati'e of the 
Fata Morgana ? See Note VIII. p. 148. 

The Glashan fishery has proved unsuccessful this year, 1811, 



liis Majesty *s court of Exchequer that he will keep said harbour 
in repair for the term of 21 years" Some of the best Work- 
itien in England were employed by Mr. Boyd in building the 
pier, and they stated in their report that it was their opiniou 
it would last for ages. 

Journal of the Irish commons, from 1 757 till 176S. 

The harbour is now choaked with sand, and the pier hk 
hastening to ruin. 
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■nring lo the ipdli of in old woman of Ma. She his gDnd'iii- 
turedly prnmitedlo send back thelish for themodente reward 
cficttupEeof guineit. 

There are no (rogi, ribbilt, grouir nor foi« in Rathlln. 
Of ihe Qumemuiici-birdi wluch frequent it> thoret, the Fag- 
high, or Puffin, Al^ ntclka ii ihe miHi remmrltable. [( breed* 
in holei which it tcoopi in the nod, or find* is tbe rucks. Ir 
lap ool^ one egg, and eihibiii an eitraordinary degree of 
aSeclion for iu young, which no appearance of danger will 
farce it to abandon.* The young one, it it (aid, often growi 
go fan that it ii unable to get out of the aperture at which ihi^ 
parent bird enieri. When ihit difScuttj occuri, the dam ga- 
then lorrel, and lupplici the ^ung one with that herb, till 
it! liie be reduced, and it> liberation accomplished. 

Rathlin a become au object of curiotil; to the Phlloiophi' 
cal obterver on account of the limilarily of it> thorei lo thote 
of the coaitof Antrim, from wUch, it it auppoied, it hai been 
lerered by tome awful convuliion. Al Doon point may be 
aeen a very beautiful Ciant't Cauieway in miniature, and a v;i- 
riety of columni beading like the rib* of a ihip rever jed. 

The tide of Hood in Churcli bay ruiu nine boun, the ebb 
only three. At Archill bay S. of Bruce's caiile, tbe reverie 
take* place. The ebb running nine houn, the flood only three. 
Thechannel between Rathlin and Ballycaitle I> named ^Junck 
na Marra, tlie hollow of the lea ; and the cod bank betwecu 
Rathlin and tla...Skiniaw. 

Note XXIII. p. C3. 

On a very ancient Irtth harp, in posienioa of N. Dalway, e>q. 



• " Thii affection however yield to the paramount necei- 
tity of migration, which begint about Ihe 11th of AuguaC, 
and it complete un the ^qih of the lame month ; when luch 
young at cannot fly are left to the mercy of the I'eregtine 
Patcon, who watches at Ihe moulti of tJie ht^ei for the appear- 
le lilile dcserleij Puffin, forced by hunger 






Nat. 



\ 
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it the inscription. Ego sum regina citkararmm^ I am the Queen of 
harps. An elegant engraving of thi« harp may be teen io 
Mr. Bunting's collection of Irish Melodies. 



END OF NOTES TO BOOK SECOND. 
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Noie I. p. 7fi. 

To/i-c ooL^/c Ira,^ Ik. c,ri»..fr,mi. 
The Rev. Wm. Hamilton, A.M. F.TXO). ihe ii 
•utborof " Letteri on ibe Cuunlf of Anlrim." He mijiut- 
I; cbwacicriied u a genUeiiiao of ^eai ictivitf boib of bodr 
will mind — a lealoui magiilralt — a lover of lelten — of ami. 
■ble miDoeri — decided loyally, and atiAy reiolu(io>: .n op- 
puingthe deiigni of iniurreclion in I he year IT97. Hii ex- 
ert ions rendered him an objecl of fear and diiUke ; aad an 
□ppaitunitjr unb^>pilf preaeoted ilielf, foi ihe gratlficaiion of 
a languioarj and atrociout menge. Having croued ihe fet- 
Ty of Lough Swilly, from Faonet where he te>!ded in the 
Cuunij of Donegalt, to dine with Dr. Waiter, a body of aatai- 
■int receiving inielligence of hii arrival, lurraunded the hoDie 
and poured a volley of unall armi, through ihe windowi, in- 
to ihe parlour, where he waa tilling wilh Dr. Waller and hii 
family. Mr». Waller fell, but Mr. Hamilton wai roerved 
for a more cruel fate. Knowing hinuelf to be the object of 
their vengeance, he had retreated to an iiuer apartment, and 
had unluckily forgot I en to lecure any weapon of defence; 
for being a man of vigour and resolutioD, he would not have 
died, though taken like a deer in the loili, willioul a dnperate 
conflict. Dragged from bii retreat, ind overcome by the 
lupeiior force of armed ruffiam, he fell in the fijil vigour of 
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his powert, an irreparable lots to toctety, and the republic of 
letters. 

His work on the County of Antrim, a work to which I 
am so much indebted, is the production of an elegant, and philo- 
•ophical mind. The delineations which he has given of some 
of the principal objects of attention on the coast, are drawn 
with a masterly hand. It is only to be regretted that he 
did not render his work complete, by entering more fully into 
the natural and civil history of the county. But hu chief 
object was to give a view of the basaltic district, and account 
for its formation, on the principles of the volcanic theory— a 
theory which, though he seems to adopt it with some hesita- 
tion, he applies with great force and ingenuity to an explana- 
tion of basaltic phenomena. 

I embrace the occasion presented by this note, to return 
my grateful acknowledgments to Dr. William Hamilton, 
for the obliging offer of the use of the plates which his 
father, Mr. Hamilton, had engraved, for his letters on the 
County of Antrim. Two of the prints which accompany 
this work, Doon point, and Carrickarede, are copies from 
two of Mr. Hamilton's prints, reduced. The rest are originaL * 

Note II. p. 75. 
Has £rh io«f once felt the huming pat f 
Its records live deep gravem on her hreasf. 

ThsLt is, according to those who adopt the volcanic hypo- 
thesis, and a belief in the identity of lava and basalt. Whxthurst 
is of opinion that the crater from which the melted matter 
flowed which composes the Giant^s Causeway, and the neigh- 
bouriiig cliffs, has been swallowed up, and lost in the ocean 
at some very remote period of time. He thinks this opinion 
countenanced by an old Irish tradition to the same effect, and 
by the story of the Atlantic island, mentioned in Plutarch's 
life of Solon, and the Timxus of Plato. The latter writer 
says that it lay without the pillars of Hercules, was of greater 
magnitude than Lybiaand Asia, and more properly to be de- 
nominated a continent than an island : that it was govern- 
ed by powerful kings who had subjugated the neighbouring 
isles, and extended their dominion in Europe, to the Tuscan 
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$ra, and in Africa, lo ihc liorJert of Ihi Nile : iliat wiiL coU 
leclfd furcn ihry lud invaded ill Lbe countrici wiihin ilie pil- 
lan of Hcrculci, bui were repelled by (he Athenian arou : 
iluL afierwardt, in the Courie ofonediiucroui day and nigtu, 
the whole of their miUlary force wai deitroyed by earth- 
ijiiske), and inundatioiu, and the AilaBtic inland ilielf EO- 
gulj>hedbenealb the ocean. 

/tint K/tifof K, tvslif ji^aAlmK tAihimt. rt, n ira(» u^uv 

The luppotiliun that Ireland tsa fragmenc of Ihe Atlutie i 
isle, nuy ancwer theiibject of paetry, but the data are icai 
IjtuIEcienllojuitify ill adaption in philoMphy. 

The volcanic theory i> founded on ihe apparently perha ' 
resemblance of lava and baiali. The component priiicii 
of both have been aicertalned by chemical anatyaii (u be ni 
ly lbe same. It appeari froia the eiperimentt of Bcrpn 



100 part! of the baiall of 
Stafia, contain, 

Silei ,. SO paru 

ArglL 15 

OJx - S 

Magncua .~ 3 



.™S5- 



100 



100 part! of lava. 



Silu.... 
ArgU... 
Call.... 



100 



To liiin it ii ur^cd by Hamilton, 
thai lbe fossilt which accompany both arc Ilie lanie, vie. blacky ■ 
opaque ihorl, puzEolana earth, chryiotile, and vaiioui minul* 
cryitallizaiioni. Each ii fuaible frr ii, resiiti the action of 
acidt. and ihewa nu train of marine exuviae. He obierves 
that great qnantiiio of iron and clay, which were for- 
merly combined with lulphur, and formed pyritei, the cauic 
of volcano**, are difTuted throuehout the coast of Antrim. 
T^e (ulphur ba> eicapcd by tbe action of lire, but the j;rcat 
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«ntaof redodire, whidi k oolj aa ozfd of iroa, idD 
Totiitf he adds, that the itnta in camact widi 
dmctcn amilar to thoK which are the known c&cts of a 
loof contioacdybotnotintcnte hcat;ffintt are dnvcry, canlj 
brdkcn,and rcdaaUe to powder of an opaque, modd^ white- 
new : oftentiniei thej hare incorporated firooi the b Miir» a 
calzof iron which has ting;ed them with manj Tarictics of a 
redcolonr. The coal adjoining the bankci has a glaaed ap- 
pearance, of the leaden hue of charred coal, and forma a brig^ 
cinder, without flame, smoke, or Taponr. The fime too, in 
contact with whin dykes, is often granolar like marble;* a 
fact ascribed to the action of the whinttone, when in a state of 
fbsion bj fire. 

It u farther alleged by the snpporters of the volcanic hf- 
pothesis, that the vestiges of fire may be traced in every re- 
gion of the globe. Sir Wm. Hamilton says that wherever 
basaltic pillars are found, a volcano must have existed, for 
they are mere lava.. .They are found in the ncighbonrfaood of 
JEtna, Heda, and most volcanic mountains (not in Vesovivs, 
Amsterdam and Tenerifle.) The island of St. Helena which b 
supposed to be entirely of volcanic origin, in the disposition of 
its strata, its columns, and globes or bombs of basalt cooipos- 
ed of concentric lamella, has so striking a resemblance to the 
coast of Antrim, that a geological description of the one nngfac 
serve for the other. 

Note III. p. 76. 

Witatjuery tDkirlxvhidt raging to the sky ! 
Whatglvwimg rocks in long projeetiUt fy ! 

** The ashes thrown from the volcanoes in Iceland frequent- 
ly covered a space of 20 or SO miles in length, and half a 
yard in height.. .Some of the places nearest to the volcanoei 
have been utterly destroyed by their effects — ^via. violent 
earthquakes, which generally preceded the eruption— inunda- 
tions of water from the ice melted by the fire ; by the quan- 



* Two instances occur at the Cave-hill, in which this fact 
is not observable. 
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lil^of j^Towing »hn and iconea thrown from cho moattu of 

the nalunuei, ind ihe atreuiu of buniiiig matter whlcli Hon. 
ed down on all tidet." 

Thcfirsi thing- uiually obMrvod brfbre a naw eruption of 
fire i) iha banting of (he ma» of icc with- & dreidful aoiie — 
Flume) Then bunt forth, and lif^litning and balli of fii« iisue 
wTtii ihe joiolte, whieh are iccn levcral miles oS. With ihe 
flames proceed a number of larger and •mailer atone), which 
are iKimetimei thrown to an incredible distance. A round 
stone, an ell in diameter, was thrown a mile from Hecia — nnd 
another which weighed 290 pounds was thranvn to the dis- 
i»nce of four miless 

Of the numerous hoi spouting waler-sp rings in Iceland, 



Geyser i^ihe m 



Itible. 






I opeinng per- 



1 feet in diameier. The baiin fanned. 
rouod it , by^ a siliciouji deposition, is in diameter 5S feet. Il 
spouts at intcrrali, and, accordin^to tome reports, to theamai^ 
ing height of 60 fathoms, wiiha force almoii incredible. Von 
Trail, D.D. from whoie letters these extracts are made, saji, 
lliai be and his companions endeavoured to stop the orifice of 
■ leM tpring, near the Geyser, with stones, but the water gusli- 



ed forth ii 



ery ol 



>bstac 



I very 



irden 



shewing » bow little the weak elTarta of mail avail, wlica ibey 
endeavour to prescribe bounds to the works of nature." 

"ThcSirWa imports larje pieces of a mountain iuinbllii|r 
down, and dcitroying the land and houses which lie at the 
fi>ot of it. This happened in 1554, when ihc whole farm. oE 
SkMestedr, in Vaiulad wa* ruined, and thirteen people buri- 
ed alire. The Sniofludi, or Snowflood, is similar in characler 
and effect loan avalanche, oc fall of a glacier among the Alps. 
In legs, during llie night, two (arms, in the Syisal of Kitiiar 
wcre buried in [he snow with all their iutkitania and cattle." 

Note IV. p. 77. 
Vitn Mw Cgtmiia trt Mj myrlli brtatri, 
Tif firfU tmiyan/t an/ IkjfiliU ojfnasti t 
Catania hu repeatedly fell ihedeitTuctiue eAcK af e«nl^ 

<]iiakes, and rotcanic eruptions from Moiinl .Siiia. In IB69, ic 
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tocaDjamiojcd. OatlMlltkof IfCaid^ «r]pt 
rdfi, who was OB the ipo^ loae tin* before tkt Isvm bant 
after Tioknt earthqaakct, and dreadful sobccrraatOM lulbiiiif, 
a real was opened in tbe aouttaiB Hrthre ailaa 1ob^« 
in fone plaees of wbSdi, wban tbe^ threw danrn <Mia, 
ibej ooold not bear tbem «rike tho botttMu He laja that 
bnrain^ rocki^ 00 palme in leatgcb, were tbrowa to tbe dift- 
tance of a mile, and that tbe gianth eappoeed to be boiied 
under bfomit JEtna, teemed to have renewed tbeir war ^liit 
heaTcn; that ttoncs of a lewer oae were carried yy w 4i d i of 
three miles; and that the thunder and lifhtnii^ ftma tbe WBokt 
were scarcdj lev terrible than the noise of tbe "*^*""**i^ 

He adds, that after tbe most yioleBt struggles and sha- 
kings of the whole island, when the lava at la« bunt tbcoqgb* 
it sprang up into the air to the height of sixty pafans. In 
short, he describes that crcnt, as well as tbe uniTCsml tcr* 
rar and coostemalioo it o c ca s i o ned, in terms full of bocxor* 
For many weda tbe sun did not appear, and tbe day seesMd 
to be changed into night. Soon after the lava got vent, idbicb 
was not till four months from the time that tbe nm^y^p^ ||^ 
gan to labour, all these dieadfui symptoms abated, and it was 
koon after perfectly quiet. 

He says this deluge of fire, after d crtr oyip g tbe finest 
try in Sicily, and s w e ep in g- away churches, iriUages, and 
vents, broke oTcr the lofty walls of Catania, and coreied up 
five of its h a rt i on s , with the iotenreniog curtains. Frem thenc# 
pouring down on the city, it destroyed every object it met 
with, overwhelming and burying all in one promiscuous nuA." 

Brydone*s Tour. 

The horrors of a volcanic eruption, is a subject to which 
no powers of description are equaL Tbe pictures evcg of Vir- 
gtl, and his master Lucretius, are but feeble representationi of 
nature. The loudest peals of artillery are only expiring echoes 
compared to the internal thunders which shake the founda* 
tions of JEtna; and a furnace of melted metal presents but 
an imperfect image of the fused minerab rolling in a crater 
«f immense depth, with <«a boivy abrupt noiie, likt wbat 
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aiigfat be imagined of a tea of quick-tilver tUihing among tin- 
«TeD roclu." The eiptoiiaD of the cliiTs, Itie cataradi of 6te 
nuhing dtnm wilh irroislible fury, thf drnrjr darkneu whicli 
ovenhadowi the land >I nooaday, the ihowers of rocki drivea 
in Gcry lempeits, and imcaiitly convening a land which u "at 
the garden of Eden into a desolate wildemeu," and the ming- 
led ctiei of alarm and deipur which precede the ulcace of 
dcalh, all form a icene of horror, of which the native of a, 
clime like thii, free at it is from every dreadful vLdtation of 
nature, can form but a very inadequate idea, and which enti 
ihMe who have seen it can but fainlly pourtray. 

Note V. p. TB. 
K^ nM hr. rm, m til UMdMpI^, 
SfifiU *'H«m. .*««« ./««f«-. n.£^ 
On the 94ih of Augun, T9, H«reuUa«uni and Pompela 
were totally ovenrhelmed by an earthquake and emptiun of 
Veiuviui. The former, by thai and luccecdinj eruption!, WM 
covered with a uritutn of athei and Uva, reKinl)ling grey 
■tone, to the depth of 34 feet, and Ilie iMler with a rinulU' 
■tpitum of altaut hilf that ihicknen. In ITll. Herculaneura 
mt discovered by tome tabouren, who, in digging a well, 
Mni«k ag^mi a atatue on the benches of a theatre, 80 feel be- 
low the iurfacc. Pompeii wa« di«oTered about 40 year* 
kfter From theie two singular rcpo«tori«< bos been dug an 
immenie variety of curioiidci, in high preiervatioc ; buitt, 
■tatuci, and pictntct ; donientc, mnucal, and chinirgic*! in- 
(tniincnK ; incinerated rolli of papynis, which may yel, pcr- 
liapa, uafo4d some of thoKworktof antiquity, whose lou we 
deplore ; the apparatus of art, and the omamenti of tuniry. 
Thus it ii that Nature, wtule she teems to deitray, pretcrve* 
and renovate!, and that the most violent convuliioiu in the n>- 
tonl, at well as ^UticaJ world, are followed by talutaryconie- 
quenccL While the fire and sword of the barbiriaiu were ra^ 
vaging the fields of Italy, thcM two cities lay hid from their 
fury i and Nature, as if willing to reward the ingenuity of an, 
whije the covered ibem with ihe mantle of desirueiion, kept 
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them dote enshrined in her boKxn, AunagiStxhiptect ixmif 
■erenteen centunet, dll a new age of tm/bt arose to 
Cheir v^ne, and rcKue diem fixm cMtioii. 



mfwtii Hi mncrst fnftm 

Tbe elder Ffiny who commanded the Roman fleet at Ifiw- 
jmm, in 7^, inspired hj that philotopbical eothnaaan wliicfc 
devatcstbe mind above all fear of dinger or death, on hew- 
ing of the eruption at Vesimua, instantly set sail in a small 
boat, that he might witness the phenomenon. The picture giv^ 
en of him hj the younger Plinj is highly characteristic of a 
Roman and a philosopher. P iup er at illuc unde alii fqginntt 
Ac. .His life became the iorfat of his co urage . He fdl, pro- 
bably by inhaling carfaomc ^as, which, as has been ooiBced by 
fir. Davy, is e^i^Tcd dnriog a 'volaaic eruption. Ho«r dilKr- 
cnt were iihe spirit and temper of the Riwwn» from chose of 
JMuschcnbroack, who, on racetvii^ tl^ ehock of a small cicD* 
-iticbourl, declared ** he would not «akr» second ahock lor thf 
kingdom of France r The couiige of modem phiksopbcn* 
iMwietQtr, would not shrink £ram a cempiosoiswilsh that of dit 
most renowned aocientii. <* Mr. Rose, says Mestiy, with a 
truly philoso p hi c al heroism, iporthy of Empt^odmt said ht 
unshed he m«gbt die by the deotric sho^ that 4be poooont of 
his death might furnish fa article for ^ fvemosrs of the 
JFrench Academy of Sciences. But it is not given to every cleo- 
tfidan -to die in so glorious a manner as the justly envied Rid^ 
man !" This philosopher was struck dead by the electiu 
which hewBs drawisig into his room for the purposes of 
riment, Aug. 6, 1753. Tbe example of Spsidi^g wiio 
ad in a divingwbeil, and of De Rosier, by a Csil from • balnoo, 
as wuU as that of many other Aeronauts, proves that the spirit 
of phik)sophical enterprise has encreased rather than 
rated. 

Note vn. p. 81. 

Jftd Qceaif rWXr iit rvU4 imfuriaU focd^ 
Where Call^at Uxvert tkit mtmewl oUUeriMg stsoJ. 
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"kitheynr 1746, Calloa,<a connderable garriKm (own, 
and Ma-port in Pcni, coatuning 5000 inhabiunti, mu liolent- 
Ij ihoDk by la earthquake, on the 38th of October ; and lbs 
pmple had no umKt began to recover froin the lerror oe- 
caaoned bjr the Ixirrid convtiliioii, but the Ka rolled in 
upon them in mountunoiii wavo, and put a final period lo 
their eiiitcDCe; for ihcj all periibed, except -JOO who were 
proviiloiiiatly laved on board of ibipa and fi«hiiig boats Jjin^ 
in the harbour. The elevation of ihia eilraordioary tide wu 
»iicli at conveyed ihips of burden over the garrimn wait), the 
IDweri, and the town distant from the «a. One In particular 
which lurired from Chili the preceding day, wu conveyed lo 
the foot of the mountains, and there remained on dry ground. 
The Ouod of water Unwed over the town with luch rapidity 
that it tore up the foundalioni of all the building), except IhoiC 
of the two grand galea, and lome few parti of the garriion 
Willi, which remain as the only monumenli of that dreadful ca- 
IDtrophc. All the other patiB of the town were u> complete- 
ly erased, and the partA covered by £and and gravel, as totally 
tonceated the appearance of ■ town bavin; ever csisled upon 
^t ipol of ground where Calloa uood." 

Whitefaunt. 

Note Viri. p. H3. 

Eirt tti nJ Itmmt Ig ihi rafU ilucl, 

OffrigH mUtn tlmgiJ U paiarrd mi. 
Tbc tuppoiitioti that coliunnar banli wai formed by the 
tudden rerrigeiation of a itream of lava coming in contact with 
the ocean, u totally irreconclleable to rcaion and eiperieace. 
None of ibe numcroui streams of lava which have flowed into 
the Mediterrancati have been known lo atiume luch an appear- 
ance, but on Ibe contrary, to preicni that coofuied and trre- 
pllar form which the rencounter of two such advene elementi 
may be junly luppoied to produce. It hai been conjectured, 
with a greater air of probability, that it wai luflered lo cool 
gradually, and eryilallize in the itnmenie vaults, or in the very 
focus of the volcano where it was originally fused, and ihat 
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flobieqocnt oonmliaofit rending the crattn atuDdert and buiy- 
ing one half of them in the lea, left tlie other half of • contUHH 
cd series of crmtert, to form the difft from the Oinntt' Cante- 
W9J to fiengore. But ales ! how will thn btautifiil and grand 
idea apply to those hasadtk columne which stand at a eonsidef- 
able distance from the sea» and on the Ter^^ saninA of the 
most elevated ground in their Ticinitjr* and where there itfti 
appearance of a enter, or any other Testige of a wokcaao f 

To the hypothesis that basaites were formed by crjitallisa* 
tion, Kirwan has opposed very formidable objectiooe. He ob- 
lenres that crystals are lamellar or Titreoas in th«r teative, 
have a smooth polished surface, a regular fbrm, de tcimiu aia 
angles, and a homogeneous texture throughout. Basaites haea 
none of these characters. They present an irregular earthy 
grain, show no vestige of lamellx in their fracture, eahifail a 
great variety of forms, being trigonal, quadrangular, pentagon 
nal, hexagonal, octagonal, &c. without any common aqgle. 
Besides, they are articulated, and if Mr. Hamilton's observatioB 
be correct, of a looser and softer texture at the top than the 
bottom. To this it is added, that that excellent crystallogra- 
phist, Rome De Lisle, has excluded basaites from the rank of 
crystals. 

The other principal objections which have been made to 
the volcanic theory, are briefly these. Basaites have no inter- 
nal marks of fusion ; their fracture is destitute of all such lustre 
and such internal cavities as fused earthy substances possess. 
They contain calcareous earth which should have been cald* 
ned, zeolites which retain their appropriate water, and horn 
blend crystals which are destructible at a very low heat. Nei- 
ther calcareous spar, nor zeolite is found in modem lava. With 
respect to the (lints which are white, opake, and shivery, as if 
they had been acted on by fire ; it is answered, that they are 
so often found in countries decidedly not volcanic, that this in» 
dication conoot be deemed of great niomeot. As to the char- 
ting of the coai, k ould not be caused by a superincumbent 
man of melted basalt ; for the pressnre of the melted matter 
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See ibU uibject ^Kiiued at length in tbe lecDnd appenilix 
or Kirwao't Elemcnli of MiaaaSegj. 

Note IX. p. 84. 
Or if Jif gatim, Wkula, right JniitA. 

Amniif the wild funciea of thii theoriir, U (he idea thjl cd- 
mett are (ht local hell of ilie damned, nhoM " delighted tpi'- 
iti," hy thrir ap|iroiimatioD ia the iiiii, are Bubjcrtcd lo an in- 
tolerable beat, but when, in lime, their lormentt become their 
I'lement, their careenog Tchictc, rushing to ill aphelion, traoi- 
potn them " to thrilling region! of the ibjck-ribbed ice ;" and 
ihut they are eipoted through >U etcnuiy to the horrible vid*> 
■itudei of froit and fire. 

A doctrine umilar to tliii b the mouth of Claudio pleading 
with liaLctIa, i> powerful >nd alTeeting ; but how could a man 
of Kience, and a phitoiopher indulge lucb reveriet * 

Note X. p. 64. 

Ntftiaia* Kirrmt, grm 7rr«'j />fi». 
The Keptnnian theory, which involvei the formation of bif ' 
lalt, ii founded on hiitorical recordt, particularly the btiok of 
holy writ ; on numeroui proofs of the universal deluge, wHn 
ten in indcLble character* on the face of the globe, on the im* 
pouibilily of certain appearances in many mioerali Iiavinf 
been caused by fusion, or any cause but aolulion ; and on iha 
position and structure of the strata nhich contain evident indi- 
cations of their having been formed by mechanical and chemi- 
•>1 ileposiiloni. Great quantities of shells and other marina 
•lueiz are found in all parts of the earlli, and at very cousi- 
derabte elevationi above tbe *urface of the tea. KirwaOf 
the most dhle and ingenious of Neptunistt, luppotes that lb* 
whole superficiiJ ports of (he earth were originally held in « 
Hate of (olutioQ by water, healed lo 33° or mure; thai the 
melaliic, saline, and inAammable uibitances cryttalliied by ilia 
laws of elective Ulractiun, ami accorditig id the predomiMuU 
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proportion of tbcur ni^Tcdiciitflf fofnca pnflMtivc 
that during their crystailitzation, a prodigious heat ^ 
and oxygen and aiote (nitrogen) being diaengagcd^lbcBMdthe 
atmotf^here ; the absorption of carbonic acid* wfaick waa Im^ 
med by the union of oxygen and carbon, produced the cryi- 
tallisation and depotitidn of the calcateoui strata. After the 
first emersion of the land, the creation of fishes took place. 
«*Life With the shelly tribes its course began;** and mcoq- 
dary moontains containing organic remain^ wer« made by 
the deposition of nuueriak less disposed to cryitaUiftt tkna 
the primitiYe. On the retreat of the sea« the cactk b^ 
came covered with vegetables, and peopled with «'*^*L He 
accounts for basaltes by the calces of iron reduced by tfadr 
contact with bitumen being predpiuted, with tha argiUace-^ 
ous and silicious principles, on the summits of mountains 
not yet emerged. ^ During desiccation, the basaltic mistct thus 
formed, split into columns ; in other places they co?e red the 
carbonaceous masses already deposited, and by absorbing mndi 
of their bitumen, rendered them less inflammable ; and hence 
the connexion which the ingenious Werner observed between 
basalt and coal.** The Neptunist supposes h* has lately found 
a conclusive argument to support his theory, in the cavities fil- 
led with water, which are discovered in the centre of ba- 
saltic columns, at a distance from the sea. But does not 
the presence of the water exhibit a proof of the rock's 
permeability, rather than of its aqueous formatian ? 

Note XI. p. 8^. 
Hlii ^•Us irea tie mtuUdpLuut tpmu 

This was a favourite idea of Bumet*s, and a vciy impoa- 
tant one in the explanation of his philosophical romance ent»'- 
tied a theory of the earth. *'The perpetual spring, saqps hc^ 
which belonged to the golden age, and ta paeadise, is an happ^ 
piness this present earth cannot pretend to, nor is capable e^ 
unless we could transfer the sun from the eclq>tic, or, whichin 
as easy, persuade the earth to^ change its posture to the OBk 
If Archimedes had found a plaofp^o plant his machitiiis in, iar 
removing uf the earth, aQ that 1 should have desired of hia 
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would have been oniy to hme given it an heavc at one end, 
and Ki it 3 liille to tiglit) with [he sun, Ihai we might have 
enjoyed the corafont of a perpetual spring, which we have 
\ott by iti diilocatioti ever since the deluge." , 

KeiJ hai ably eipoted the error of thii idea, and ihown 
that the preienl ioclinalioa of the aili of the earth to the 
plane of the ecliptic, being analogoui to that of the other plaiv 
el>, ii !d the poniion, or nearly so, in which it wai originally- 
placed, and that It it adapted, in the beit possible manner, for 
an equal diilribution of light and heat in all her variout re- 
giaaL Were the pole perpendicular lo the plane of the eclip- 
tic, (he arctic regions would he chained in eternal froii, and 
the torrid zone coiuuioed with intolerable beat ; while coun- 
trie) like England and Ireland, never enjoying more warmth 
than they receive at the time of the equinoiet, could ripen 
few of their vegetable produciiont, and would coniequenlly 
Itecome barren aod dnened. 

Note Xll. p. 87. 
Gbl Snu'i mttri lln icmdering ftaiatdl rttr 
Th' rwrmmi aMicn •/ iki tlrangtr Jar. 
The itupendoui homt to frequently found in marl pits, in 
every part of Ireland, have long eiciied the alleniion of the 
curioui. Those in pouewion of the Bishop of Dromore mea- 
ture 14{ feet in circumference, from tip to tip, and ihe cord 
iO feet. The thigh bone, and some of the other bonei, which 

were dug, when compared with those of a horse IT hands 
high, are one fourth longer. The frontal bone too is lar- 
ger in the tame proportion, and hence, 4 inches being a palm, 
the height of the ancient deer may be determined to be seven 
feet, one inch. An entire skeleton of this creature, has not, 
as far ta I have been able to aicertain, been yel discovered, but 
the reUct which yet remain, give ui a magnificenl idea of hit 
magnitude, when he rov^ through his foresti; spread hit 
broad anilen to the breeze, and bounded with the velocity uE 
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the wind on hit native hills. Qut hit race and his memoml 
have perished. 

The Moose, or American deer, (Cerrus Alces) was Umg 
thought to be of the same species as this noble animaL Bat our 
naturalist's, Mr. Templeton*s friendly communications on this 
subject, have enabled roe to observe that there is a decided and 
characteristic difference, and that its horns show it to be distinct 
from all the present known species of the Genus Cervua. The 
Moose deer measures only five feet six inches. His horns want 
the trifurcated brow antlers, and the very long gradually ta- 
pering snags of the Irish horns. 

The discovery of these horns has afforded much room Ibr 
speculation. Some have conjectured from the size of the cre»> 
ture to which they belonged, that it was more probably the 
inhabitant of a continent, than of a small island 'like Ireland, 
and hence an argument for the Atlantis of Plato. Others sup- 
pose they have lain in the ground since the univtTrsal deluge; 
a supposition not to be admitted, when we reflect on the fra- 
gile and destructible nature of horn and bone, and the nar- 
row compass of the country to which they are confined. 
Dr. Thomas Molyneux, in a paper published in the Philoso- 
phical Transactions, more judiciously thinks that our ancient 
deer existed in the land long since the deluge ; that most of 
them may have perished by a pestilential distemper, similar to 
that which is known to prove so destructive to the rein deer 
of Lapland ; and that the survivors may have been extermina- 
ted by the shafts or the dogs of the hunter. Wolves have for 
many centuries been unknown in England, and the race of the 
wolf-dog in Ireland is nearly extinct. That the deer were in- 
digenous and gregarious, appears from their relics being found 
in all parts of the country, and sometimes in tolerable num- 
bers, no fewer than three pairs of horns having been dug up 
in the space of one acre, in the county of Meath. The rapid 
decay of vegetable matter, and the accumulation of the detri- 
tus brought from the hills by rains and floods, will account 
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for the deptli at nbjch they now lie buried bcnnth iJie sur- 
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The rocki which compote ilie ihorn of Portruih, iboutul 
with impresiioni of the mm Ammenii, and hence the Nep- 
tuoiatl ttiink ihe]' derive a coocluuve argumeni in lup- 
port of their theory. The Hultoniui however contends, that 
the rock having thoie impretuonSf differg widely from ba- 
*alt in it> grain and nructiue, in iti fruture which a conchoi- 
ds], and in it) having nothing of a tparry or crytlallixed ilruc- 
tnre. It doa not graduate into common hasali by impercepti- 
ble gradations ; for the line uf contact between the two lul}- 
uan«9 may be distinctly traced, u I had an upponunily of 
obwrring^ in compnny with Dr. Ogilvy, in the Summer of 
IB09. ProfeooT Pbyfair, nui-nut a vrmrnUk trntK, from 
»ome tpecimeni of the rock which fell under hii inspection in 
Edinburgh, infers " that the rock containing ihe shell), is 
schiitus or itratified stone, which nerves as the haie of the htf 
sahes, and which has acquired a high degree of induralion, bjr 
the vidoity of iht great ignited mats of wbinstone." 

Now XrV. p. 88. 



Tk,r,^. 






While the volcaniit lupposes he has found the came ol Ihe 
columnarity af basalt in cryslaUiEation, the Neptuniit attrU 
butei it to the deuccatiun, and iJmnkdng of the basaltic man, 
in a mode analogous lo the drying of starch and clay. Whila 
the column), tay they, were yet in a wfl stale, if any concuv- 
uon in the ground took place, they would be thrown from 
their vertical potition, and form a concave, or convei, or twit- 
ted appearance, according to the surface on which they fell. 
ThotcofDooaarccoavei, whiletUncof Biioih»la,aiock new 
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the entrance of Fiogal't grotto, are couca fc Eke Ac fibs of a 
restcL Hence the allusioa to the bark of Alonoiu : 

n d% ftx>M ^x^^ «A«5f wmm»^ nivf» 

OdjM. Xm. i 16J. 

Swift as a swallow sweeps the fiquid waj. 
The winged pinnace shot along the sea. 
The Gou arrests her with a sodden stroke. 
And roots her down an ererlattiiig rock. 

Pope's Odj«: 

Kirwan, on the authority of Soulavie, attributes the incur- 
vation of pillars to the presence of a granite nndeos; and 
though this nucleus is sometinies only in one piOar, its pres- 
sure would cause the next pillar to bend, and the next, tfll 
the whole group assumed the same form. This obserratioo, he 
continues, proves that all the pillars were originally in a soft 
state, that they formed a coherent mass, and could not coose^ 
quently assume the columnar form by crystallisation, but Uy 
disruption. It also deserves to be mentioned, that the gran- 
ite nucleus did not appear in the least altered, a sign surely 
that it had experienced no heat, and consequently that the 
softness of the basalt did not proceed from its having been 
in a state of fusion. 

Soulavie made his observations on the mountains of Ao^ 
traignes. No granite nucleus has ever been discovered in the 
county of ^Antrim basalt. Could Soulavie mistake one of those 
basaltic bombs which are often lodged in trap, and which 
compose large rocks, for granite ? The above explanation of 
the cause of incurved pillars, is not satisfactory, for they are 
found in situations where no fall or sinking could have taken 
place, and in the midst of perpendicular columns, aa in the 
face of Port na Spanta, where there it a group of oonretg^ 
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mg [Hllan called (be fam, from their >iinililude to tliat inimi- 
meni. Al Drimnakill, a conical bill of Murtogii, E. of Fair- 
hod, the pillari are inclined like great pieces ai artillery. 

Near Foi Town, on the N, W. ihores of tlic peninsula of 
Inniihoweo, quadraugular blocks of qiurts are arranged at a 
high angle, in a manner ta artificial, that ihe^ might be mii- 
lakea for the tquarcd itones of a building, and, al a little 
(liilance, for the inclined pillari of Drimnakill. 

Note XV. p. 89. 

Al yrati en yfuri in txoiei vijf ariil Ti'A*^/, 

Ti/y Jrrad no ik^fgl, a-J *l> abraihn fill. 
Tbli, tike Kvcral other things ia the po«m, is said only 
poetically, aad in conformity to the principle) of the Neptu- 
nian theory. Some of the defender) of ihii theory have nuin- 
(ained, in opposition to the Hutloniani, that the columna of 
the Giants' Cauieway iiill prcKrve the original iharpneu of 
their angles, though exposed for lo many ages to the continu- 
al action of the waves. This observation however must be un- 
derstood with some limicaliona. It was remarked by Dr. Sa- 
muel Foley, in a paper published in the Philosophical Trans- 
actions, more than loo yciirs ago, that those pillars, "ni.ich 
lye low to the sea are washed immii." With respect to the 
general diiintegration of the coast, there cannot be any quet- 
tioD, though in some places where it ii guarded by dykeg and 
basaltic mounds, the detritus ii not to apparent. Thejsteps 
of decay may be distinctlir traced in the Cave-hill, and the 
Knocogh, and on the shores of Carrlckfergus and Laroe. Some 
of (he ^guitlc columns of Ballygclly, already toiler lo (heir 
fall, and (he shores lo the W. of Carron point exhibit awful 
proofs of the ravages made by the destroyer. The fall of 
columns at Fairhead, within the memory of persons now liv- 
ing, has carried away nearly an acre of surface, and (he spec- 
tator hat onlf to behold that grand promontory lo be conrin- 
ced that the whole base of it is a mass of ruiiis. The base of 
the rlilTs at Fort NoScr are itrawed with a loose debris, and 
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thtgnnad bcDMtfc m mmrt l mn dteptj iarmwmA hj diefrtfl 
of rackf frignKB U from above. The iaahami lockt on wiMcfa 
Checaailcs of DoBoevric id Donhice ttiad, bove ■loaldavd 
fran beneath the' walls, and in aunj pUret left their Cooada- 
tiaBt expoied aod bare. Dr. Dary has obserted in hb gcokgi- 
cai lectures, that at Banyaveaagh, a high basaltic hill in the 
county of Derry, and at Fairhcad, a zapid destmctioa is goang 
on, by the decomposition of the alkalinr portion of their ba- 
salt. The tame eminent philosopher, in oppositi<m to the doc- 
trine of general dssintegnuion, has remarked, that ^ the high- 
est mountains capped with eternal snow, are hennccically pre- 
served from the effects of the weather.** But there is more 
beauty than truth in the remark. The Skrida of Iceland, aod 
the Avalanche of the Alps, show that even those giant sons 
of earth will one day bow their heads, and descend from their 
elevation. The torrenu that sweep down their sides, the 
storms that roar around their brow, and the internal heat of 
the earth, instruments more effectual than the vinegar and 
£re of Hannibal, are the agents with which nature is mi- 
ning their foundations, and working their fUL The heiw 
metical sealing itself, the vast masses of ice and snow which 
seem to shield them from the attacks of the weather, are of- 
ten their principal destroyers. For when they become unable 
to support the encreasing accumulation of new matter, they 
f Jl by their own grarity, carrying with them the rocks on 
which they had reposed, and sometimes burying w^iole villa- 
ges beneatli their ruin. 

« The law of decay, says Playfair, suffers no exception : 
the elements of all bodies were once loose and unconnected, 
and to tlie same state nature has appointed that they shoiild all 
return.*' 

** It affords no presumption against the reality of this pro- 
cess, that in respect of man, it is too slow to be immediate- 
ly perceived. The utmost portion of it to which our experi- 
ence can extend, is evanescent in comparison with the whole, 
and must be regarded as the momentary increment of a vast 
progression, circumscribed by no other limits than the dura- 
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tion of tfie world. Tint ptrfonni t1i« ofBce of integraiLag ihe 
iiiflniteiinul pans af which itiii progmtion ii made up; it 
collects them inio one turn, and pioducu froia ihca an 
imount greater than any thai can tic auipicd.'" 



UniJ, if„i 



Note XVI. p. S!-. 



Fnm ivkal vail jterct Ih' n'lmJutrn'mg ddiigt rwo 
No tubject liaj puzzled Ihwriiti niore ihan the general de- 
luge, or aOorded room fur a gtetler variety of opuuoni. The 
j;reat dllEculiiei itte to End enough of ivairr lu cnver the 
higheat mouDtaini, and jftetwarda reduce il ID it> preseut 
limilL Burnet aicribc* !t to the general diiruption of the 
cruat cf Ihe original earth, in which the aqueoua elemenl 
wai contained in the same manner m the matter of an egg ii 
enrloied within iti ihctl- Leibnitz and Hallf luppoied that a 
comet wa> iDstnitnmUl in elevating the watert, and that by a 
communication of ill heat, il gave ihem new lolvcnt pow- 
cn. Whiiton, with gr™t ingenuity, hat laboured to de- 
ntonitraie that a comet detcending in the plane of the eclip. 
lie, tnwardi ita perihelion, pa»ed just litfore the earth on 
the day of the deluge, and by iti attractive powera, cau. 
•cd such a commotion among the waten concealed be- 
neath the icTTcatrial ahell, that ihcy burst from their priion 
with irreiittible force ; while the globe itaelf being enveloped 
in the tail and Mmoaphere of the comet, wu deluged by tor- 
rents from above. Kirwin suppose! It wa» cauaed by a niira- 
culout cfliuion of water both from the clouila, and from the 
great abyaiet of the Southern ocean below (he equator, ruih- 
ing to tlie North, overspreading the Arctic region*, and ihence 
descending to the south. Dr. Keil computed that twentyeight 
oceans would be necessary to cover the whole earth to the 
height of the loftiest mountaini. It has been aicenaincd tioce 
the days of Keil, that there is forty-eight times »a much water 
on the globe as was then auppoaed to exi.1; a <iuintiiy more 
tlun enough to produce the cStcti aicribcd to the Momc de- 
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XVILp.«l. 




^ktmjfjk a very ponnl IcBOwfadfc of tkr 
cf thg fiobe MJ^tf lave Aowm hk error. 
tfary , wy pa wwi tbe wlKiir fiJxk of the preMot eanh to be a 
\9iimgahanjf9ad confution, the ruiiit of fait Ibh^ 
Bat fHnUTcr CMue nuijr hAtrt operated in fonniii^ 
dbr «fata« the modera gtolof^ft, who purtutf hit invettigai- 
tMBiy not in the iuutow bonndi of hia duttc, or laboratory, 
bac ia the profunditict of th« mlfi«, and arnonf ibt precipicet 
of tbe mountain, •«•• that natun^ dlwplayt not Jt m btauty , or- 
der, and dt»lgn in th«ir itructure and arrangement, than in the 
orfanixatlun uf tiif animal and vegetable trtbet, or in the laws 
by wbich «1»9 bftUncfi the word, and preterres the harmony 
of tbe •jnttm. 

Note XVIII. p. 90. 

Hi Umght that ctnlralfret uphutved the earth 
frmm ociOHi de^kty aitd gtnte tkese vwidtrs iirtJL 

The Huttonian theory, which owes to much of its merit 
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and cclctirily to ihe doqueol illuuralloni or Playfair, miy be 
compriitd in ihree proptHilioni: i. Th»l ihr itratj of llie pre- 
teat globe were focoied from the dcbria of an antecedeni 
earth, which wa> worn down bjr the aclion of the eicmenti, 
carried inio the abynci of the ocean, and there depcnilcd in 
harizonlal urala. S. '1^1 ihew ilmta were fused and coaui- 
lidated bj lubaqueoui heat, and Iheir giuei prevented from 
cirapinj; bj the preuure of (he luperincumbent ocean. 3. 
That the ilrau being lhu> conioJidated were aflerwardt eleva- 
ted by the eipiniioa of central Gret to their pretent nlll- 
lude, and in ihii operation thcv were broken, dislocaled, and 
diitoned iolo their prnent formi. 

Thii theory , to bold and to captivating, is in tome of lit 
chief principle*, by no raeanj novel or original. The gradu- 
al watte and renovation of ihings mutt have been fiuniliar to 
the earlieil obierven of nature. I'hey furmcd a pan uf itie 
philiHophjp of Pythagoraa and Epicuru): 

Nee (prcies cuiquetua manel : rerumque novatrii. 

Ei aliit aliai reparat Natura figurai. 

Nee perit in lanio quicquam (mihi credile) mundn, 

Sed variat, faciemque norat. 

Ovid. 

Nature know* 

No iledfait motion, but or cbbi or flowi, 

£ver in tnotion, the deilroyj her old. 

And caiii new G^um in another mould. 

Drydcn. 

See ilto Lucretiui, lib ii. 1. 66. 

A belief in iheeiitlence of lubtemneout fire it as old ti^ 
Ihe tabic of Tartarai, or the 6tM volcanic eruption. Robert 
Hook w» the 6ru who nippowd it employed in cryitalUiing 
tbe itrata formed by the debrii of a more ancient world, un- 
der the compreuion of water. Hulton embraced the idea, and 
on ii he buill hit tyMem ; a lyilem which derive* itt chief ce- 
lebrity and priacipal lupport from the eiperimentt of Sir 
lamn Hall, and the eloquence and ability of ProfcHOT Pt«;- 
Ctir. 
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•ixei, tixK^^ sadoobeedlT < l i rfciw ^1, aod aoc ooBpoMd of : 
tcraJs cider ckm r* > rrairii e > . It » ■r^ged «uD £utker, 
ii-j:r2^ tKs C2rboD2ie of 
bj Sir Jlsfis HalT, tbere arc 
ladle prindpf e, wfioie fihiOB 
that wb taa ce i of most £ficii!t fnaoo are pcaccrated by oehcr 
tubitancn wiKcb are nuft eattlj fsacd. Thai gold ^md. fSvcr 
tJioot in rariou* beaorifal ramificatioos tbioii^ quartz ; gar- 
ndi are foood whh their crTitalTinr form ammpaired m gra- 
z<:te, aad the cubic solpbnrct of iroo is imbedded in liate*. 

To this it might be added that those strata of a i e nac eo tw 
Jimestone, known in the county of Xntrim by die name of 
Klulatto, abotiniing in water- worn pebbles, and Tarions orga- 
nic remaJAf, were evidentlr never in a ftate of fusion. Of all 
depositions it ii one the most decidedly mechanical. Granting 
then that the lime and basalt by which thsry are orertopped, 
were once fused, how did those strau Escape the action of an 
element to which they lay nearer than the lime and basalt, and 
which was so powerful as to penetrate and fuse mountains a 
tliousand feet above their level ? 

* 

Note XIX. p. 93. 

Sit forced tkromgh many a rent and opfmimg p9rf^ 
From earth* $ vast cauldrons gushed each Jluid ore. 



* See a comparative view of the Neptunian and Huttoniaa 
theories, by that able chemist Mr. Murray, of Edinburgh. 
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Tlie rarmmion of mctalt and mineral! in veins, wa> asrrt- 
bed by Bccber, in hii Physica subtcmnca, lo lubicrraneoui 
vapours, producinf; a clunge on <uch stony and cinbj tub- 
itances, ai ihey mew in lUcir axent. Lehman luppoicd thai all 
veini were only the ilioota and branchei of an immenie trunk 
placed in the centrr of ibe earth. Tbe HuIConian is nearly nf 
Ibe ume opinion. He luppoies ibal clefts and fmures were 
formed In the tlrilii during the time of thnr coniolidation, 
or by the violence whirb ihey lufferedit iheirelevaiion, and 
ihal theie cletit and Gisurci were afterward» filled by melted 
matter lb ro WD up from the mineral regioni. "That which 
wai nearest to the sidei would soonest lofe its heat. The limi- 
Bar (ubstances, alio, would unite while thii proco) was going 
forward, and would crystallize, at in other cases of congela- 
tiun, from the tides toward the interior." 

The proeen of crystilliMtion ii better and more beauti- 
fully eiplained by the Wemeriao. 

" When a fluid hold) in tolution the integrant moleculci of 
aeveral diflerent eiibstancrs, the molecules of one tubstance 
pau between tboie of llie othen, and each obeying its own 
law) of attraction, cryttallizei leparatcly. Besides the particu- 
lar itutancea o( this whichoccur in ciui elaboratorlet, there is 
not a melallireroui vein which doet not fumiih riamples of it. 
Granite, and a member of other aggregate roclct areiTriking 
examplci of this. Nature preieuli us with a very interesting 
fact ill lubstances confusedly cryitaUiEcd, which contain, dit- 
leininated through them, othen in a state of perfect and tegu- 
lar crystallization, such a> compact granular limestone, con- 
taining crystal) of quarti, octahedral iron ore, and often other 
subMancea such as nutset of gypi, wlJch contain the same, or 
erjilali of boracile, of quartz, of catbnnale of lime, or lastly 
aS Arragonite, ai in Spain ; such as mattes of porpliyry, &c. 
In a solution which contuni the integrant molecule) of many 
dillcrent tubtlaaces, but one of them in greater abundance 
than tlie rest, the cause which has prevented the cryttalUza- 
tion of the last of theie has had no effect on the others. Is it 
tjot natural to conclude, that ifrer the liaity and confuicd 
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prcdphatkn of the mcBt dbondant mb aua ce, tke pr fipiiat cd 
BMi bda^ of a aoft texture, has been pcDCCntcd wkh the ao- 
Intjoa loaded with the ini egij u i t mnimilft of the other nb> 
acaacct which hare afterwards united amd been crywtilMifd ; 
Thiskiod of unioo b known to mineralopxs bj> the suae of 
eSectrve attraction, or affioitr. This exphmation ap pe aii to wat 
to be applicable to a ^rtJt number of £Kts which we o b a ei f e 
in nature; tuch for example as the fonnation of ffint in nndBlft 
of fh*^, or in lars^er masses in cubontte of lime.** 

Vide Traite de Mineralogie, par M. le Ooate de Boomon. 
Quoted from Werner's theory of the formadon of Tttm. 
Kbtc, p. 256. 

Whin Djkes, which form an important feature in the mine- 
ralogj of the County of Antrim are supposed bj the Hutto- 
nians to be caused by torrenu of unerupted laya, p rojec t ed 
from the central r«gion&^>To this hypothesis ** Or. Richardson 
opposes four arguments, the last of which he deems condoaiTe.*' 
First — ^The difference of materials in Dykes, which firoa their 
proximity, should have been filled from the tame source. 
Second — ^Tbe difference in grain and internal coa stiu ctioB of 
the materials which compose their sides and interior parts is 
deemed perfectly incompatible with the high state of fluidity in 
which the lava must have been to fill up such vmst chasms of 
dtminviivf bieadth. Third~-They produce no sudl change en 
the substances with which they come in contact as mijght be 
ei peered from the contiguity of so glowing a mam» Fourth-^ 
All substances when ignited, are in a high state of dilaitation : 
this i» followed when they cool by a contraction by which they 
occupy less space than when heated ; consequently our dykei 
<night not to fill the chasms which they occupy— but nothing 
like this is observed ; the dyke and the contiguous matter, 
whatever it be, arc solidly united together, forming but one 



mass." * 



I'd the first and second objections it may be answered that 
the difference of materials is so trifling, all the dykes being 
comp«&ed of whin under some of its modifications, that it does 
net deserve to be taken into consideration. In the ditcustictli 
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of a grand gcalogical quealion, nich microscopic difference* 
become evaneiceiit, eipecially when it it considued ilial dif< 
fcrcDCEi 33 tiriking may be found ia rocki which belong un> 
quejtionably to ihe lanie ilralum. It it not neeesiatj to 
tuppo»/ all the chauui filled by a aimultaneoui operalion of 
nature. Succcuive eruplioni will accouol for the variety of 
grain, andof inlernal coiutruclion, if tlieymay not b« better 
explained by the coromon lawt of cryaCallizctioD. Ai to 
the third objection, Playfair (lai long lince obierved that the . 
■irata arc frequently both dislocated and indurated in contact 
with the dykei. The Dr. himtelf acknowledges the diiloc^ 
tiou in aeveral placet in the County of Antrim, and it it wcH 
known that the lime in contact with the dykei hai become w 
granuUr in its itructure, that it might be miiiaken for nurbla. I 
Initancu certainly do occur where thii fact it not observaUa. | 
but they may be contideredaianoinaliet in the science w 
farther knowledge will enable ui to eipUin. FUyfair obierva { 
that "the induration of the lidet of theic veiniii luch that they 
become more durable than the vein itself, to (hat the whiniton* 
hai been worn away by llie washing of the waTCs, and hat left 
the ndet standing up, with an empty ipace like a Jiiii between 
them." An illustration of this fact may be obierved on the ihore 
of Carnckfergul, in a imall dyke wliich it worn down to much 
that it teenu at if the keel of a veuel had produced the long ex- 
cavation it has left. 

The fourth argument in which the Dr. hai placed hit r 
battle, aod which he thinkt irreiittibte, it moit unfonunaielf I 
for hit cause, founded in error. All lubitances arc not dU 
lated by heat. The powerful eipantion of water when it i« | 
changed to ice is well known. Wedgwood's pyrometer it 
constructed on the principle of clay's being lanlrattiJ by llw 
operation of fire. Cut Iron, biimuth, and other nieiali an ' 
more denie inthnrfuied ilun in their solid state. Now imn 
and clay enter lu largely into the compoiition of whin, 
that to far from expecting a contraction, we should look for I 
an eipansion ot the fused mats during ill conversion Cf ' 
a itaic of tolidit* I 
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The Dr. fkrther obserra that the ** dyke and cooti|r^iow 
matter, tnktiroer k ^', are foiidljr vnitcd together fonniiig but 



Dr. Rkhard9oa*f well known zeal for the estaUufament 
of fKts, must plead the apolo^ of thote who, actuated 
by a similar seal, venture to question the accaracy even of so 
accurate an obserrer as he. Whin dykes trarene to great a 
variety of substances that we~«hoald not expect them always 
to exhibit the same phenomena at their contacts. In some 
pfaures they do adhere firmly as if welded into each wall of the 
▼ein, as may be the case at the Giams* Causeway, and Salisbury 
Craig, near Edinburgh. Bat in a great many cases there is a 
softening and decay of the materials wkh which they are in 
contact, k has been already mentioned thatthedyke bsome- 
times worn down, so as to leave an excavation Hke a ditch. 
But, I believe, it happens more frequently that the contiguous 
strata are worn down, and the dyke left standing. This b 
obviously the case with the chief dyke at the Cave-hiU : and 
numerous wnilar intances occur on the Carrickfcigus shore. 

Note XX. p. 95. 

Om AiytttMtam hillt^ redttmdaiit Nile 

Once tarv ike Deltas beatttemit landscapes smile. 

It was understood so early as the time of Herodotus, thai 
the lower part of Egypt, and particularly the Delta, was for- 
med by deposition of the mud of Nile ; and the origin of Hol- 
land is traced to a similar cause. '* Very extensive mechanical 
formations are daily taking place on the coasts, and even in 
some places at a considerable distance from them, by the wa- 
ters of the ocean. In the Baltic or East sea, many appearan- 
ces of this kind are observed. Thus the bay of Fulbaka, which 
was navigated with boats, within the memory of man, is now 
filled up and covered with grass. Several harbours in JLap- 
land that formerly admitted vessels, are now three or four 
thousand paces from the sea ; and at Helsingpr, there are iron 
works io places which were covered by the sea, about 8Q 
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ymt ago. The whole of the ancient kingdom of Pruuia ip- 
pcui [o have been formed in this nianaer ; ii ii uld thai the 
Fiea reached a> far ai Culm, within the period of human hi>la- 
ry. The city of Duniic, leveral hundred ycart ago, wa> cluic 
en the tea sblirc." 

Jatnefton'i Geogaoty, 

Charlevoix obterret [hat when Samuel lie Champbin foun- 
ded the city of Quebec, in IGOB, "the tide roic lometimet 
to the foot uf the rock. Since that lime the river fiai retired 
by degree?, and left a great space dry, where Ibejr have built 
the lower city." 

The- prugrCM of diiintegration !> apparent in every region 
of the world. The mountains are ainking beneath the effect i 
nf continual curroiion ; their debrii fonni the alluvial soil of 
which (o many eitediive dittiicti are compoged...new Deltai 
and new itlandi riie from the ruin ; but these again will be 
worn away in the lapie of years, be carried into the abyn» 
of the ocean, and, according to llie Huttonian Iheoiyi form llie 
strata of a renovated globe. 

Note XXI. p. 06. 

f.r ™r ,./;, «,/^r Ii. .trf. .f tim.. 

Sir I. Newton ha* inferred from the perturbing foreei of 
the planeti that the tystrm of the iiniv«rie has a principle of 
daiiniclion lodged in itself, and thai without the immediate 
interpuiilion of omnipotence, the whole will fall into irre. 
parable confusion. The late discoveriei of La Grange and 
l,a Place have shown the error of ihi* opinion, and demon- 
■trated from the principle of uuivenal graviiaiion thai ''all 
the vaiiationi in our lystem are periodical ; that they are con- 
fined within certain limit) ; and Conuit of alternate diminu- 
tions and increase. The orbits of the pi aneti change nut only 
ibcir poaition, but even their magnitude and their form : the 
longer aiii of each has allow angular motion ; and though its 
length rcmaiut £ied, the iharlcr axit incrcaici and diminiriiei. 
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•o that the fomi of the orbit approaches that of a circle^ aad 
recedes from it hj turns. In the same manner, the obliquitj 
of the ecliptic, and the inclination of the planetary orbits, are 
subject to change ; bat the changes are small, and being first in 
one direction, and then in the opposite, thej can never accu- 
mulate so as to produce a permanent or a progressive alteration. 
Thus, in the celestial motions, no room is left for the introduc- 
ticm of disorder ; no irregularity or disturbance, arising from 
the mutual action of the planets, is permitted to increase beyond 
certain limits, but each of them, in time, afibrds a correction 
for itself. The general order is constant, in the midst of the 
▼ariauon of the parts ; and, in the language of La Place, there 
is a certain mean condition, about which our system perpetu- 
ally osdllates, performing small vibrations on each side of it, 
and never receding from it far. The system is thus endowed 
with a stability, which can resist the lapse of unlimited dura- 
tion ; it can only perish by an external cause, and by the intro- 
duction of laws, of which at present no vestige is to be traced.** 

** The geological system of Dr. Hutton, resembles, in many 
respects, that which appears to preside over the heavenly mo- 
tions. In both we perceive continual vicissitude and change, 
but coufined within certain limiu, and never departing fu 
from a certain mean condition, which is such, that, in the lapse 
of time, the deviations from it en the one side, must become 
just equal to the deviations from it on the other. In both, a 
provision is made for duration ef unlimited extent, and the 
lapse of time has no effect to wear out or destroy a machine, 
constructed with so much wisdom. Where the movements are 
all so perfect, their beginning and end must be alike invisible.** 

Playiair*s Illustrations. 
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Plgl 31. 

Lvvii if llu muii and *y (*i iii-« ritnatrJ. 
Since Rriting thli couplet, the good, ihe pioui, tlic phlUit- 
thropic Biihop Percy — itr friend and the fa*ourlle of the 
dUlci, the pitmn and the guide of gcniua, alu ! itt «i/j> 
patrun of rank in the north of Ireland^!! the inoit bhime- 
leii ihephcrd of Meuiah's flock, i> no more! Tho' Iwm on 
another loil be loved Irelaud an (he land of \ui birth. A lea 
eccentric, and les» dazzling orb than Lord Briitol, aaother 
En^liiihniaii, Bishop of Londonderry, nhoH laate adorned 
our shores, but tnore regular, more beautiful, and shedding 
a more serene, and more permanent iplendolir, hit gcnitti 
(nliglitcned, hii example edified, and his bcnerolence blcned 
the laud on which he shone. Dromore has the peculiar frHcilr. 
and boast, that one of her Biihops wai the eloquent Jervaiy 
Taylor, and another the Rilighteaed and benevolent Percy. 
Bishop Hall, these are great eiampteil If thy loul aipire to 
the double immortality of earth aod heaven emuble, or sur- 

Page IIT. 
For Charles OKeil read Shane O'Deniis O'NdL 

Pige 130. 
It ibould have been mentioned that Monro did not olitaia 
poueuion of Carrick-Fergut till April 164:1, and consequently, 
that all our hiuorians are in an error who impute to him llie 
miuacrc in Island Magee. 
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* 

Page 139. 
On a more attentiTe ezamiaatioa of the caTct, at the C^ re- 
kill, I have no hesitation in concluding them to be the work of 
art. The int it quadrangular, 18 feet deep, 21 broad, 9 high. 
The second which stands above the fin:, is 7\ feet deep. Si 
broad, and 6 high. Near it oo the tame level is an excava- 
tion H hich appears to be the commencement of a new cave * 
and above it, in the face of the precipice, where it is accet- 
tible oaly by a very expert climber, or by the astittance of 
a rope from above, is a third, which wat explored by my 
•en, Aut Hugh Watts, from whom I have obuined the follow- 
ing particulars. It cqn&ists of two apartmenu; the former 
about ihe wzc o€ tfie first cave, or scarcely to roomy. From 
this there is a narrow passage to the left, and a steep descent 
about 6 feet perpendicular to the inner apartment which is 
SS feei long, 16 broadband 7 ^ high. It does noi penetrate 
the rock in a line at right angles to the entrance, but takes a 
winding direction, and at the extremity has an opening which 
appear^ like the mouth of another cave, situated at far bdow 
ihe level of the entrance as the inner is below the outer 
apartment. There are also some caves of very difficult access at 
the Knockagh, and another shaped like an oven at the water- 
fall of Woodbum. As these caves are all in amygdaloid, a 
friable ruck full of cavities, they may have been excavated 
without any extraordinary labour : they were oo doubt the 
abodes of our tavage ancettors, airy and comfortable abodet 
too, compared to those cavernt to often discovered in the 
flat ground in which they were wont to burrow. Who knows 
but th^ third cave ;nay have been the princely residence of th^ 
^reat Ollam Fodhla, or Conn of the hundred battles ? — a 
country box perhaps of the magnificent Brian Boircnnhe t 
The g^y parterres, and breezy terraces which surround it 
would afiford fine morning exercise to the ladiet of hb court. 

Page 144. 
Of the huge pillar at Fair-head, an ingcniout friend has 
obtervcd that it is the largest pillar in the world. Its tpe^ 
cific gravity being about 2, 8, its weight could be easiljf 
calculated, and it it so tituated that a vessel or raft of anv 
burden could be brought withip 200 yards of iu If we lived 
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e of the Grecian or Roman eplrodour it would be 

1 moQumeoi lo some [lubUc beneficror." 

As ihe reader may noi be inciiriuui lo compare the ilte of 

ihit buallic priun witb lome of those huge muses of itooe 

on whicb human ingenuity has been rierciscd, tbe roUowing 

meaiuremenli of a few of the most remarkable are anneied. 






Pompey's {hLUt dkmelcr 9 tgcL, >baf^ SO, pcdeital £0 high. 
Tbe aphini, according to Pliuy, [lie head lOZ Ccct in circum- 
ierence, 6S lugh from ilie belly, 113 long. 

Sesostrit raised ui pgantic utaluei, caUi of one Mone, 
two of them represrating himiclfand wife, each 30 cubit* 
bigh, [be other four bii uuu, each '20 cabia. But these mag- 
nificent works were far infciior to tliote of Atnaiis one of hii 
luccesson, be removed from Mempliis la the temple ot Mi- 
nerva at Sail, a house of one none, 31 cubiis in front, 14 
ileep,an(l S high; in tbeinlerior 18, l^,and S- SOOO mm 
were employed three yean in iransponiog ihii ettraor^naty 
edifice. He had a coloual statue 75 fccc loug, in a supine pui. 
tiue, to be laid before (he temple of Vulcan, and on the 
ume basis, two (tatues cut out of the same alone standing on 
each tide of ibe great one. 

The lemple of Diana at Ephesut conlained IS7 column* 
ei^t;)! 60 feet higfi. 

Pliny aayi that in one of the Egyptian Icmplei of Jup'ier wii 
an obelisk coatisliog of four unaragdi oremeialdi, the whule 
40 cubii) bigh, and 4 bioaJ at the base. The colossus of 
Rbodei was 70 cubits high; Ibe brazen lUtue of Nero im 



Some of the linesl coluini 



le were brought from 
liik was erected which had been 
formerly dedicated to luliiu C«ur — one solid stone of ophite 
107 feci high, 12 broad at ihe bate, and B at [lie top, k 
was transported ai tbe expense of Pope Siilus, Ihe iUi, from 
(he left side of ihe Vatican lo a more eminent siiuatinn, where 
it now stands. 

The labour of the Indians in raiung E^eal itones, wilhonf 
ike aid of mechanical powers it very turptirinj;. Acosia re> 
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Litet that he measured one at Tugnanaca which watt 38 feet 
long, 18 broad and 6 thick, and he affirms that in their ifatrfifir 
edifices there were manj others of moch raster magnitude. 
See a treatise on Mechanics hj (I believe) Bishop WiUdof. 

^ The pedestal of Peter the Oreat*s statue at Fetenborg, is 
estimated at 500 tons weight. It is 42 feet broad at the base, 
3^ at the top, 21 thick and 17 high. It was four miles from 
the water, but was convered on rollers to the riTcr Neva, 
where the ice rendered its farther transportatioo easj. The 
coln^I sutueon Horseback, and the enormous rock he is 
ascending in the mid^t oT a ciry of his own creation, appean 
to mc, one of the most magnificent ideas that ever struck a 
sovereign.** Letter of a friend. 

The following barometrical measurement of Benmore has 
also Iteen obligingly communicated by a friend. The Mercury 
at (he low station, which was 10 feet from the level of the sea, 
stood at 29, 31, !:% temperature 56*^ of Fahrenheit's Thermo- 
meter,' temperature of the air 60^. Height of the Mercuyat 
the upper station 23, 74, Its temperature 53°. That of the 
air 54^. 

By the usual mode of finding the result of this process, 
it appears that Beumorc is only 545 feet high. 

Page 1G8. 
To the facts recorded of Rathlin let the foUowiog be 

added from Archdalc's Monasticon Hibemicum. 
St. Comgall landed on this Island with an intent to erect 
a cell, but he was instantly seized by a band of 30 military 
men, who holding his hands, drove him out of the Islaad. 
St. Colman succeeded better, A. D. 54(>. In 030, St. Segene 
abbot of Hy, repaired its abbey. 

In August 1575 General Morris sailed from Carrick- 
Fergus to Rathlin, took its castle, spoiled the country and 
killed 240 men. Sec the History and Antiquities of Carrick* 
Fergus by S. M^Skimin. The description of the round tower 
at Antrim, p. 127, quoted from the Belfast Magazine, 
written by the same author. 
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